
I am a science as well as a media instructor at Rich Mountain Community College in Mena, Arkansas

(This my comment and is not intended to speak for the college).  The college is successfully

operating a low power FM station.  This was made possible by FCC regulations opening some of the

radio spectrum to educational and other noncommercial interests.  It has once again made “local”

radio possible.  The issues under consideration in docket #04-151 parallel the FCC’s already

established outstanding policy of providing local control to part of the spectrum, in this case, one

available to wireless network applications.  The original rule will bridge the digital divide.  While

auctioning spectrum to commercial users is credible, small local groups do not have the resources to

compete with the phone companies.  There are many local uses for the spectrum in question.  For us,

it might be the signal transmission to a remote transmitter site using a wireless network.  For these

reasons the FCC rule, providing limited access to the spectrum to local users under well established

guidelines, is one that deserves permanent implementation.  The radio spectrum is there for all of us

to share.  It should not be allocated to an economically privileged few.


