
I agree with dropping the Morse Code requirement for most amateur radio license classes, but a 5

WPM Morse Code requirement ought to be kept for the highest class (currently 'Extra').

 

Morse Code (CW) is the most efficient use of power and bandwidth. Combined with other

internationally used operating procedures (abbreviations, 'Q'-groups, ...), CW is the last mode of

communication to fail under adverse conditions. It is beneficial to emergency communications to

maintain a pool of amateurs proficient in CW.

 

CW allows operators with comparably simple equipment to communicate internationally. It transcedes

language barriers and thus enhances international goodwill.

 

Amateur operators should be allowed access to a considerable fraction of the short wave spectrum

(HF) without a morse code test requirement, because many might prefer other modes of

communication, but full amateur privileges need to be reserved to amateurs who pass an elemental 5

WPM morse code test.


