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1)  Issue with Combined Telecommunications and Internet Access 

 

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (department) supports the comments from 

the State E-rate Coordinators Alliance (SECA) regarding the draft Eligible Services List 

language requiring that telecommunications and Internet services be unbundled when 

offered as one service by an eligible telecommunications provider.  As SECA and others 

(e.g., E-Rate Central) have aptly noted, if this change is enacted it will add even more 

program complexity for both applicants and service providers.  In addition, this proposal 

disregards the way these two services are now frequently offered.  The department strongly 

encourages the Commission not to follow through with this change.   

 

2)  Internet Access  

 

Section 254 of the 1996 Telecommunications Act refers specifically to access to “advanced 

services.”  Yet the continued narrow limit of support to just “basic conduit access” to the 

Internet is in direct conflict with that language.  The department is disappointed to see, for 

example, that Internet2 is still not an eligible service.  Internet2 offers a great opportunity 

for our students and teachers to collaborate with the academic community on a wide range 

of advanced classroom activities.  The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

encourages Internet2 eligibility for E-rate discounts. 



 

3)  Electronic Library and Online Catalog Eligibility 

 

The department agrees with the Texas Office of Public Utility Counsel (Texas OPC) in its 

support for discounts on what are commonly referred to as an “electronic library” and 

“online catalog.”  The Texas OPC has properly documented why such services should be 

eligible for discounts, and the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction urges the 

Commission to act on this request. 

 

4)  Dark Fiber 

 

The department is disappointed to see that the issue of dark fiber eligibility has still not 

been resolved.  A decision on this issue has been pending for many months (or several 

years?) and we encourage the Commission to act soon to make dark fiber E-rate eligible. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the pending 2006 Eligible Services List. 
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