
Dear Sirs;

 

 

   There are some who insist that Amateur Radio is “just a hobby”. Yet by the Commission’s own rules

in Part 97 governing Amateur Radio, it is referred to as “the Amateur Radio Service”. As such,

Amateur Radio Operators must be held to a higher standard than what might be otherwise

considered, because of the role they play during times of disaster. Time and again, Amateur Radio

Operators have proven themselves as invaluable, providing back-up emergency radio

communications when other forms of normal communications channels have failed. One only has to

look at current events unfolding in the aftermath of hurricane Katrina to know that this is true.

   For Amateur Radio to remain effective there needs to be a firm test in place which will prove a

person’s true desire to become an amateur operator. A test which will indicate that, “you have to want

to”. The Morse Code exam is the best current example of this test. Please retain Morse Code testing

for the Amateur Radio Service. Thank you.  

 

Dwayne J. Sparks, AK4P


