
Dear Sirs:

 

While some choose to call seasoned Amateur Radio Operators “elitists”, in truth they didn’t earn their

privileges by whining and cajoling to the FCC. They earned their privileges, sometimes over years of

dedicated study and practice. Now, the No-Code world would have all of the seasoned, learned, radio

amateurs throw it all away so the whiners and complainers who refuse to learn Morse Code will gain

free privileges. This is wrong!  It is a slap in the face to the thousands of dedicated professionals who

have worked their way to the highest class of license. I call them dedicated professionals because

many of them were and are the individuals who pioneered the radio art. Indeed, if it weren’t for those

individuals, technologies we take for granted every day might not yet exist. It has been said that the

radio amateur pioneered nearly every frequency in use today. Nothing stopped them, not even the

Morse Code. They just did it.

There have never been great numbers of radio amateurs, due in part to the technical and

communications skills one must demonstrate to become licensed. Since the first No-Code license

was issued, the numbers of licensed radio amateurs has nearly doubled, with about half having

passed a Morse Code exam of some degree, and the other half being No-Code licensees. The

amateur service has gone from being a smaller but unified body of radio operators to becoming a

larger body of radio operators who are split on the Code/No-Code issue. It has gone from being a

manageable service of dedicated radio operators to a soon-to-become management headache with

which you will have to deal. Once the code is gone, for every capable individual who becomes

licensed, there will be dozens of individuals becoming licensed who have no real interest in Amateur

Radio, its history, its rules and regulations, the FCC, or public service. They will cause interference

and havoc in the amateur service on an unprecedented scale. I ask you again to seriously reconsider

eliminating the Morse Code from United States amateur licensing. Thank you.     

 

              Dwayne J. Sparks, AK4P


