
Over the past several years the WISP industry has become an

important factor in the availability of broadband internet for

communities all across America.  During this year of 2005 in our

tiny state of Vermont, the telecommunications map has changed to show

several large areas of fixed wireless coverage.  WISP operations are

now literally on the map all across the US.  The data collected

via FCC form 477 for 2005 will certainly demonstrate that WISP

operators are providing service to a statistically significant

number of subscribers.  We believe that this trend is likely to

continue and in doing so will not only help to solve the lack of

broadband availability in rural America, but will foster economic

development, create jobs and help put underserved communities on a

more equal playing field in the world economy.

 

WISP operators are providing this much needed service using a very

small number of unlicensed communications channels and are

demonstrating the ability to operate efficiently, provide spectrum

reuse and bring service online with unprecedented rapidity.  Recent

events have served to emphasize this point.  In the aftermath of

hurricane Katrina, WISP operators were among the first on scene and

volunteered time and equipment to set up much needed communications

facilities.  While the volunteer effort was done in a short timeframe

there were many issues related to line of sight and open channels

that are a direct result of existing spectrum policy over unlicensed

operations.  We feel that having additional unlicensed spectrum would

allow for much more efficient and effective network communications.

 

We believe it is in the best interest of the American people to open

the unused television spectrum for unlicensed low power operation.

These channels will allow for non line of sight communications that

can significantly reduce costs and accelerate deployment of a

wireless broadband infrastructure.  The positive impact of such an

infrastructure on the nations economy and tax base would far exceed

the one shot fees generated by auctioning off this spectrum.  By

allowing unlicensed WISP operations on these unused channels, the

commission would be fostering economic development, assisting first

responders, beefing up homeland security and helping to put the US

back on top for broadband penetration with a single ruling. 

 



In return for access to this spectrum, we of the WISP industry will

solve the problem of broadband availability in a very short timeframe.  With the availability of

frequencies that can operate effectively through foliage and other obstacles, the possibility of

widespread fixed and mobile broadband access will become reality well before the end of this

decade.  We urge you to open the vacated television spectrum to unlicensed use and give us the

tools we need to get the job done.

 

 

Respectfully,

Jake R. Marsh

Island Pond Wireless


