
Table 1 
Average License Fee and Average 24-Hour Ratings for 

the Top 10 Rated Cable Networks 
2004 

   

Network 

Average License 
Fee Per 

Subscriber 
Average 24-Hour 

Ratings 
ESPN 2.28 0.8 
TNT 0.82 1.2 

Disney Channel 0.76 1.1 
USA 0.44 0.9 

Nickelodeon 0.38 1.6 
TBS 0.27 0.9 

FOX News 0.23 0.9 
A&E 0.20 0.6 

Lifetime 0.19 1.0 
Cartoon 0.14 1.1 

   
Source: Kagan, Economics of Basic Cable Networks 2006. 

 



 
Table 2 

Average License Fee for RSNs and the Top 10 
Rated Cable Networks  

2004 
  

Network/RSN 

Average License 
Fee Per 

Subscriber 
ESPN 2.28 
FSN Chicago 2.02 
YES 1.92 
Comcast MidAtlantic  1.89 
Comcast Philadelphia  1.87 
FSN West 1.84 
FSN North Minnesota 1.83 
MSGN 1.77 
FSN Rocky Mountain 1.76 
FSN Northwest 1.76 
NESN 1.73 
FSN Detroit 1.71 
FSN NY 1.63 
FSN Southwest 1.63 
FSN North Wisconsin 1.59 
FSN West 2 1.56 
FSN Ohio 1.54 
FSN Bay Area 1.48 
FSN Arizona 1.46 
FSN Midwest 1.44 
FSN Pittsburgh 1.44 
FSN South 1.32 
Sun Sports 1.21 
Empire 1.15 
FSN Florida 1.13 
FSN New England 1.09 
TNT 0.82 
Disney Channel 0.76 
Cox San Diego 0.75 
Cox New Orleans 0.50 
USA 0.44 
Nickelodeon 0.38 
Comcast Sports SE 0.31 
TBS 0.27 
Chicagoland 0.25 
Turner South 0.23 
FOX News 0.23 



A&E 0.20 
Lifetime 0.19 
KC Royals TV 0.17 
Cartoon 0.14 
  
Sources: Kagan, Economics of Basic Cable 
Networks 2006; Kagan, Media Sports Business, 
February 28, 2005. 

 


