
RE: Replay to comments on WT 05-235

November 8, 2005

Dear Commissioners,

Having read over 3600 comments, I have found a small percentage of comments 
concerning retention of the 5 wpm for the Amateur Extra Class.

Currently, only the "no code" Technician Class would be impacted by the retention of the 
code for the Extra Class. 

Let's look at the incentive licensing that was created in the mid 1960's. During the 
period of time from 1968 to 2000, the percentage of Extra Class Amateurs never 
reached 12 percent of the total licensees. For many years, the Extra Class was one of 
the least popular classes. Not until, the elimination of the 13 and 20 wpm elements did 
the Extra class start to grow. Eliminating Element I would help the Extra Class to 
continue its growth. 

One commenter presented percentages to show that CW was still a very popular mode. 
The source of the numbers was a DX Cluster database. These DX cluster databases 
don't reflect all the activity on the bands. Every net, ragchewer, or special interest mode 
(SSTV and AM) is not usually included. When the total picture is presented the 
percentages used by this commenter change rapidly. In most case, the percentages are 
much lower for CW and higher for SSB.

If you include all the Amateur frequencies, CW is the third most used mode after SSB 
and FM. Only when you reject the existence of the Technician Class (not including 
Technician Plus), which is one third of the licensees, does CW become the second most 
common mode.

Many commented about the dumbing down of Amateur Radio by removing the code 
requirement. Unless a newcomer has a background in electronics, it is very difficult to sit 
down in one night and master the Extra written exam. The average newcomer still has 
to devote a considerable amount of time to memorize the answers to the questions. If 
these written exams were so ease, the American Radio Relay League would not be 
seeking an easier entry class license.

In obtaining a license for operation, understanding the rules, radio protocol, basic 
electronic theory, and station construction should be enough. The CW testing 
requirement is irrelevant since the majority of operators no longer use CW.

Please continue with your original proposal and remove element I as a requirement.

Regards,
Melvin Lehmann
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