
In reference to comments filed by CQ Magazine, I urge the Commission to reconsider an entry class

license with limited HF privileges. The comments by CQ Magazine concerning the entry class license

as well as the state of the current VEC system are valid.

 

In reply to comments by Robert Rightsell, I also urge the Commission to fully consider the impact of

dropping all Element 1 testing on international licensing, especially with regard to the many countries

that still require CW as a part of their licensing requirements. It should be pointed out that the

Commission does not seem to have considered all of the ramifications of this NPRM.

 

As an amateur operator who travels extensively, most of the countries where I have operated and

obtained a reciprocal amateur license still require proof of CW proficiency for their HF-capable

licenses. Although I have passed the Element 1 exam and would be happy to retake such an exam to

prove proficiency, I am concerned that I and all other amateurs will not be able to prove CW

proficiency in the future and will be prohibited from easily obtaining a reciprocal license. In addition,

the IARP agreement in which the US participates, still clearly states that CW proficiency is required

for full HF privileges in the participating countries. Since several countries have shown no intention of

dropping their CW requirement, it behooves the Commission to provide a means for US amateurs to

show such proficiency to other countries. The simplest measn to do so would be to retain an Element

1 examination for Amateur Extra Class. A certificate of having passed the examination would most

likely serve as proof for all amateur license classes for reciprocal licensing purposes.

 

Sincerely,

Walter B. Fair, Jr., P. E.


