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Fact Sheet:
TerreStar, Mobile Satellite Services (MSS)
and the 2 GHz Spectrum

Background

At the 1995 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-95), spectrum was formally allocated to a new
technology called Mobile Satellite Services, or MSS. This spectrum, in the “S-band,” made it possible for a
new sector of the communications market to develop, and in 2000 the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) adopted rules for the spectrum and decided that it would be distributed pro rata among the licensees. In
2001, eight licensees were granted MSS spectrum, but over the next four years several of these companies lost
their licenses after failing to meet their FCC milestones. By 2005, only five of the original S-band licensees
remained.

Recently, Iridium LLC, the Boeing Company and Celsat America, Inc. surrendered their MSS spectrum
licenses, leaving 40 MHz in the 2 GHz spectrum available for redistribution. The FCC is in the process of
deciding whether to redistribute the remaining bandwidth between TerreStar and ICO — the two original
licensees who have met all the milestones and requirements; to redistribute the remaining MSS spectrum to
new companies seeking entry into the market; or to allocate the spectrum to another service, such as traditional
cellular.

TerreStar and ICO are seeking an FCC decision to redistribute the remaining spectrum equally between them.

About Mobile Satellite Services (MSS)/Ancillary Terrestrial Component (ATC)

In order to use its allocation of MSS spectrum to bring reliable, high-quality and interoperable mobile
communications services to key consumers, TerreStar has developed an integrated MSS/ATC communications
system.

MSS is a satellite system that sends signals to portable receivers, which can be placed on vehicles or inside
small handsets, similar to today’s cell phones. ATCs are tower-mounted antennas, which improve satellite
phone service in areas where reception is blocked by terrain or buildings. Unlike traditional cellular or satellite
systems, an integrated MSS/ATC system will allow users to connect reliably from any location, no matter how
remote or isolated. Because satellites are not subject to ground conditions, they are not as susceptible to
disruption as radios and cell towers in times of disaster — so an integrated system is an added insurance policy
in the event of a communications failure.

The FCC and MSS Spectrum Allocation
It is essential that the U.S. have a unified vision to ensure reliable communications in times of emergency and
for homeland security purposes, as well as for all Americans, wherever they live. MSS/ATC is the technology
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that integrates our communications networks and provides instant, seamless mobile communications services —
but it must have enough spectrum to function properly.

The FCC is currently considering several options for distributing the 40 MHz of spectrum that recently became
available:

1. Allocate the spectrum equally to the two remaining licensees, TerreStar and ICO;
2. Divide the spectrum between TerreStar, [CO and Inmarsat, a recent applicant; or
3. Reallocate the spectrum to another service.

It is crucial that the FCC go with option 1, thereby granting sufficient bandwidth to allow MSS to satisfy
America’s growing communications needs.

TerreStar and "2 x 10” Capability
By dividing the available 40 MHz equally between TerreStar and ICO, the FCC will make “2 x 10” capability
— 10 MHz of uplink capacity and 10 MHz of downlink capacity — possible.

“2 x 10” allows enough bandwidth to guarantee robust voice and data services for first responders, underserved
areas and the mobile communications consumer. Because only 40 MHz of spectrum are currently available,
and since “2 x 10” is the minimum required to supply adequate service, only two companies may be granted
licenses. As the only companies that have demonstrated a commitment to providing MSS, TerreStar and ICO
should share the 40 MHz allocation equally.

Who is TerreStar?

TerreStar Networks Inc. is an emerging provider of advanced mobile satellite services in North America. They
are building and plan to operate an innovative and spectrum-efficient spot beam satellite in the 2 GHz
frequency band, which will allow TerreStar to offer a diverse mix of high-bandwidth services including voice,
circuit-switched and packet-switched data, fax and paging to subscribers utilizing mobile receivers, including
handheld devices. TerreStar’s integrated MSS/ATC network will effectively end the possibility of “dead
zone” cell phone coverage by transitioning seamlessly between satellite and terrestrial resources. The
MSS/ATC service and equipment will be priced comparably to today’s cell phone service.

TerreStar is the first-to-market company for MSS/ATC technology: its satellite, TerreStar-1, is under
construction now and will be deployed in 2008. When it is launched, TerreStar-1 will be the world's most
powerful commercial mobile communications satellite, capable of providing coverage for the United States,
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and Canada.

TerreStar already has made substantial investments, has met all FCC milestones, and is committed to

deploying MSS/ATC systems that will fill the communications needs that, after Hurricane Katrina, are now so
clear.
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Benefits for Key Communications Consumers

After Katrina and the failure of communications systems in the affected areas, one thing is obvious: America
must have sufficient and reliable communications available in times of crisis in order to save lives. MSS is
part of the solution — it provides communications that are fully survivable during even the worst disasters.
This service will dramatically improve reliability and quality of coverage for first responders and law
enforcement and for underserved and rural communities.

First responders and law enforcement officials are in desperate need of reliable communications systems. The
FCC has an opportunity to allocate the remaining MSS spectrum to the companies that have already
demonstrated a commitment to compete and offer these services — TerreStar and ICO — and an equally
important opportunity to demonstrate its own commitment to homeland security and America’s emergency
services.

MSS will also provide affordable, sophisticated mobile voice and data services to consumers in traditionally
underserved areas — especially rural parts of the country. These areas are home to millions of Americans, and
to industries, like agriculture and transportation, that form the backbone of our economy. These communities
and businesses alike will benefit immensely from the reliable mobile communications provided by MSS.
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Fact Sheet:
Timeline of S-Band Mobile Satellite Services (MSS)

Following initial indications that demand would increase in L-band, the World Radiocommunication
Conference (WRC-92) takes preliminary steps to allocate MSS spectrum in the S-band.

MSS allocation in S-band is formally approved at WRC-95.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) reallocates 70 MHz (2 x 35 of spectrum to MSS at
1990-2025 MHz and 2165-2000 MHz, providing for relocation of broadcast auxiliary and fixed service
incumbents by MSS entrants.

Nine MSS applicants apply to provide S-band service to the U.S.

FCC adopts service rules for the S-band and decides that the S-band spectrum will be distributed pro
rata among the licensees.

FCC expressly anticipates that some licensees may not actually build systems and that the spectrum
they surrender could be redistributed to the remaining providers.

S-band MSS authorizations are granted to eight entities; each licensee receives an initial 2 x 3.5 MHz
assignment.

FCC opens rulemaking to consider permitting MSS licensees to offer ancillary terrestrial component
(ATC) service via reuse of satellite spectrum.

Following cancellation of three MSS licenses, FCC reassigns some S-band spectrum to terrestrial
wireless services but leaves 2 x 20 MHz for MSS.

Spectrum assignments of remaining S-band providers are increased to 2 x 4 MHz.

Over objections of wireless carriers, FCC adopts rules authorizing MSS licensees to offer ATC upon
meeting certain satellite service prerequisites. FCC explains that the terrestrial component will:

e Enhance public safety

e Ensure spectrum efficiency

e Improve MSS coverage in urban canyons where satellite signal is blocked
e Reduce costs of providing MSS

e Strengthen competition in MSS markets
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2004: MSV (L-band) is granted first ever authorization to provide ATC.

2005: FCC adopts reconsideration order affirming right of MSS licensees to offer ATC service.
Verizon Wireless voluntarily drops its court appeal of the FCC’s 2003 ATC decision.
Additional MSS carriers announce that they will apply for ATC authorization.

Following additional license surrenders, two strong competitors for S-band spectrum emerge:
TMI/TerreStar and ICO.

e Each S-band carrier certifies continued milestone compliance

e FCC proposes to redistribute at least some, and perhaps all, of available S-band spectrum to
TMI/TerreStar and ICO; each provider could obtain up to 2 x 10 MHz

e TMI/TerreStar publicly announces its intent to apply for ATC authorization at the earliest
possible date

TerrefStar
NETWORKS



Questions and Answers:
Mobile Satellite Services (MSS) and the 2 GHz Spectrum

What is Mobile Satellite Services (MSS)?
MSS is a satellite system that sends signals to portable receivers, which can be placed on vehicles or inside
small handsets, similar to today’s cell phones.

What is Ancillary Terrestrial Component (ATC)?
ATCs are tower-mounted antennas, which improve satellite phone service in areas where reception is blocked
by terrain or buildings.

What is an MSS/ATC integrated system?

Unlike traditional cellular or satellite systems, an integrated mobile communications system will allow users to
connect reliably from any location, no matter how remote or isolated. Because satellites are not susceptible to
disruption like radios and cell towers in times of disaster, an integrated system is an added insurance policy in
the event of a communications failure. Together, MSS and ATC form an integrated mobile communications
system that will provide instant, seamless, ubiquitous coverage through satellite and earthbound resources.

Why is MSS/ATC so important?

It is essential that the U.S. have a unified vision to ensure reliable communications in times of emergency and
for homeland security purposes, as well as for all Americans, wherever they live. MSS/ATC is the technology
that integrates our communications networks and provides reliable, quality, interoperable and ubiquitous
mobile communications services.

Why is the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) redistributing 2 GHz spectrum?

In 2001, eight companies held FCC licenses for MSS spectrum. Over the next four years, several failed to
meet key requirements and lost their licenses. Recently, Iridium LLC, the Boeing Company and Celsat
America, Inc. surrendered their licenses for MSS spectrum and exited the marketplace, leaving 40 MHz in the
2 GHz spectrum available for redistribution. The FCC is in the process of deciding what to do with this
remaining spectrum: (1) allocate the spectrum equally to the two remaining licensees, TerreStar and ICO; (2)
divide the spectrum between TerreStar, ICO and Inmarsat, a recent applicant; or (3) reallocate the spectrum to
another service.

What is "2 x 10" capability? Why should the 40 MHz be divided equally between TerreStar and ICO?
“2 x 10” capability — 10 MHz of uplink capacity and 10 MHz of downlink capacity — allows enough
bandwidth to guarantee robust voice and data services for first responders, underserved areas, and the mobile
communications consumer. Because only 40 MHz of spectrum are currently available, and since “2 x 10” is
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the minimum to supply for adequate service, only two companies may be granted licenses. As the only
companies that have demonstrated a commitment to providing MSS, TerreStar and ICO should share the 40
MHz allocation equally.

Are there outside companies vying for this crucial spectrum?

While TerreStar and ICO have long been part of the MSS spectrum licensing process, a company called
Inmarsat recently filed for spectrum as well. Given the late filing date, it is clear that Inmarsat is trying to act
as a spoiler — stepping into the process at the last minute to seize some of 2 GHz spectrum with no
demonstrable evidence that it intends to compete. Inmarsat has neither made an investment in MSS nor has it
announced any intention to build and operate an MSS system.

Why shouldn't the FCC allow additional competitors to enter the market at this time?
To allow other companies the right to operate in this spectrum, the FCC would have to spread an already thin
allocation of 40 MHz even thinner and force those who are already committed to the industry to decide which
narrow slice of the available market they can serve — possibly at the expense of public safety.

What advantages does TerreStar bring to the market?

TerreStar is the first-to-market company that will develop, build and operate an innovative and efficient
MSS/ATC integrated mobile communications system by 2008. TerreStar already has made substantial
investments, has met all FCC milestones, and is committed to deploying MSS/ATC systems that will fill the
communications needs that, after Hurricane Katrina, are now so clear.

Who will benefit most from MSS?

First Responders/Homeland Security: First responders and law enforcement officials are in desperate need of
reliable communications systems. MSS technology is part of the solution — it provides communications that
are fully reliable and survivable during even the worst disasters.

Consumers/Rural Community: An integrated system will provide affordable, sophisticated mobile voice and
data services to consumers in traditionally underserved areas — especially rural parts of the country.
Underserved rural areas are home to millions of Americans, and to industries, like agriculture and
transportation, that form the backbone of the American economy. These communities, consumers and
industries alike will benefit immensely from the reliable mobile communications provided by MSS.
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AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION®

BAE Maryland Avenus SW. + Bute 300 + Waghington, DC - 20024 * (202)406-3600 - lax (20Z]406-3504  wenw b.org

MWovember 4, 2005

The Honorable Kevin Martm
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th 51, 5.W,

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: |B Docket No, 03-221
Dear Chairman Martin:

The American Farm Bureau Federation is the nation's largest general farm organization in the
country. We represent 5.8 million member families in 49 states and Puetto Rico, We strongly
support cfforts to increase broadband access throughout rural America. We know you share this
goal, and we commend you on thig effort.

Many nural areas are faced with low-guality, unreliable coverage. They are underserved by
current technologies like digital cellular technology. Steps must be taken to address the shortfall
in commumications coverage for Americans in rural areas.

When firsi-responders, emergency personnel and even government officials were unable to talk
1& one another in Katrina’s aftermath, the whole country witnessed the importance ol reliable
accesé 1o mohile communications, This is something with which millions of rural Americans are
especially familiar, In rural communities across the country, people are forced to rely on
graund-hased systems with intermittent, poor-guality coverage that cuts aut between mountains,
in isolated areas, and during storms, America’s farmers and ranchers and all rural Americans
deserve better,

America must have a mobile communication system that serves everyone. We believe there is
merit in & technology called Mobile Satellite Services (M35). It can provide the umiversal and
high-quality communications that our rural commusnities desperately need. Because MSS usas
satellite technology to send signals to handsets similar to the mobile phones we use today, it
could reach even the most remote arsas of the country,

We understand that in order to provide the all-encompassing gystem our rural communities and
first responders require, current licensees need robust speatrum.  Farm Bureau belisves allocation
of this spectrum presents an opportunity for the FCC to demonstrate its commitment to rural
Americans. Over 90 percent of our Farm families work off the farm in order to help malke ends
meet. This makes a vibrant rural America just as important to the future of agriculture as 14 a
vibrant agriculture w the future of rural America. We are well aware that availability of
improved communication technology is the only way to increase the number and guality of jobs



in rural America. Increasing the availshility of mobile satsilite service will greatly benefit rural
users by providing reliable service and broadband access.

We appreciate vour consideration of our views and urge vou to move quickly to distribure the
spectrum 1o licensees that have demonsirated a commitment o MSS,

Simcerely,

S e

Bob Stallman
President

ee:  Kathleen Q). Abemathy
Jonathan 5. Adelstein
Michael J. Copps
Marlene Dottch
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Dctober 7, 2005
The Honorable Kevin Martio
Chairman
Federl Commumications Commission
445 12th 51, 8. W.

Wishington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

We support the actions taken by you and your fellow commissioners arf the Faderal
Commumications Commassnom immediately following the telecommunications disruption cansed
by Hurricane Katrina. The flexibility you provided to communications Amms to prepare for Gulf
region recovery and your willingness to expedite administrative processes and waive regalations
that might hamper reconstruction bave been cxmmplary. But there is more to do.

A crilical somponent in the shility of our nation to meve forward in its ability to react to and
recover from disasters is currently under review by the Comroission. On August 29, 2005, the
coumity expenenced 178 Worst natmrzl disaster in the form of Hummicane Katrina. On September
22, 2005, The Senat: Commerce Commities beld a hearing during which yvou taniffed on the
actions as Chainnan of the Federsl Communicatiors Commission in responge to Hurricane
Katrina end the impeading threat of Humcane Rita

The lessons of the Humicane Kairing disaster are apparent and alrmost seli-evident. Firsy
telecommumicaticns systems are essential o an effective rescue and relisf ef¥ort, for both the
public at larpe and for first responders. Second, we canrol assume the ground-hased
telecommiinications infrastruciare will sizvave and, therelore, ztllnna:m]lmlmﬂia:.. As vou
testified before the Sepate Commerce Committes oo Eaptmharli . If'we learned anything
&mﬂummﬂmmﬂmmﬂwummmmfsulm'unmmﬂcmuﬂuﬂm. When
radio wowers are imocked down, satellite commumications are... the most effective means of

eormmumicating. . "

We could not agree more. Indead, communications satellite services ame a critics] component of
our nation s telecommunications infrastructore But today, mobile satellite systems are starved
for frequencies. Consequently, we are writing direetly to you to request that the FCC move
expeditiously 1o ensure that necessary capacity is made avaikable i the mobile sarellite band 1o
support the requiraments of the bomeland sceurity community and Amenica’s ficst respomrers.

As Congress begins to evaluate the disaster mesponse =ffort, one thing is evidens: Americs must
have available to it sufficient and reliable commmications in Bmes of crisis n onder o save
lives  Satellites ave part of the mawer. Congress and the Commission have appropriately
focused on the need 1o bring the next generation of mebile broadband communications

lyirin Musmos, Ry e G LT T GARAT FalLE LR T, P
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technolagy te all Americans. Providing mobile satellite providers with the allocation necessary
to deploy & robust mobile satellite ssTvice iowegrated with an apciilary temrestrial component will
homor that commitment

The FCC has the opportunity in the curment procesding (o allocate speciram (o current S-band
licensess to provide service capacity for emergency communications. Accordingly, we urge the
Comroission to move forward without forther delay to allocate the necessary spectrum to mobile
satellite hcensees as expeditions]y a5 possible.

Thaok yoo for your sttention to this matier,

Sinesrely,
! e
Sen. Conrad B. Bums Sen. Mary Landn=u

e Commissionsr Abernathy
Commissoner Coppe
Commissioper Adelsimn



United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20810

Aupust 4, 2005
The Honarable Michas] Chertoff

Secretary

Department of Homeland Securnity

Washington, DC 20528

Re.  Ensuring Sufficient Spectrum for Hybrid Satellite/ Terrestrial Systerns for
Homeland Defense by the Federal Communications Commisgon

Dear Secretvary ChenofT

We wantad to bring to your atenlion an issue that is ol great importanee to the homeland
security of the United States that (s pending 21 the Federal Communications Coamindssion, and
one that we trust the Department of Homeland Security will take the Jead on. The FCC is
considering whether it will assign additional spectrurm (for a total of 2x10 MHz) to existing
mobile satellite service licensees in the ? GHz band, with a terestrial component to their
service,' Thess licensees are developing advanced hybrid satellite/temestrial systems that will
provide ubiquitous, fully reliable, redundant and interoperable high-spesd data services across
the United States  Several terrestrial providers and sateliite servics eroviders arc urging the FCC
Io leave these hybnd systems capacity constrained. If the FOC assigns the hybnd-system
licensees the full 20 MHz of spectrum, these systems will also have the capacity to handle the
types of advanced applications that are being developed for use by cmergency responders,

In our experience, lack of speeirum cepacity 15 & major impediment to the development af
advanced communications applications for =metgency management and homeland s=carity.
Legacy networks are unable to support advanced security applications. Advanced secudity
appiicetions eannot be dependent on netwarks with a varicty of protocols, varisd bandwidih,
competing commertial priorities and products and tenuous Interconmection arangements.

The FCC, workig with the Depurtment of Homeland Security, has an sppartunity to aveid these
challenges — which by their very nature take time end resources to work oul - by ensuring a next-
generalion, ubiquitous, interoperable nation-wide wirelsse Eystem. Such a system parmits the snd
user - Lhe public safety and homeland Sesunity entties at the (odaral, state and local levels — to
develop, design and deploy critical advanced Secunty applications wilhout undue eainplication,

' Public Netics, Commission Invites Comments Concerning Use of Porlions of Retumed 2 O
Mobile Sarellite Servies Frequencies, FOC 05-1 34 (June 29, 2005); Public Motce, Commissinn
Invites Comments Concerning Use of Portions of Retwned 2 GHz Mobile Satellite Service
Frequencies, FCC 05-133 {June 20, 2005 3
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The 2 GHz band M35 systerns that are currently Licensed ean fill this void caly if the FOC
allows (hem each access to the full 2x10 MHz of spectram that is available in the S hand,
Airport and aircraft saurity are one important ares whers the hicensees could use the spectrum
for a critical national socurity use, As you recently recognized, “{i]n aviation, our security and
our conpvenience and efficiency can be strenpthensd by better use of Techmalogy, both existing
and next generation technology.” Advanced TRAgIng applications are being developed that
could permit passenger scrutiny from insicle the aircraft before it departs the terminal This.
could be performed over a wireless signal from the plane 1o 2 satellite, which would transmit the
data to TSA within the Department of Homeland Sacurity. Existing satellitc systems may not be
uhle to provide sufficient resolution end bandwisth for this kind of application, Additionelly, the
Deparmment ef Defense has issued a Request For Information on the feasibility of
interconnecting, via broadband, 450 critical domeatic sites — many in rural or remote sress — o
close any gaps in our homeland defense infrastructure. Most of these sites are in rura) areas,
which lack a developed land-based telecommmunications infrastructure Consequently, a
ubiguitous, nationwide wircless communications network with bath a satellite and terregtrial
component could fill this requirement.

In addition, we see these hybrid wireless systems playing an imporiast role for millions of rural -
Americans, because these systems will serve 83 & seamless hack-up in situations whers the
terrestrial network is down because of a natural disaster or terroriat artack.

As you correctly recognized dusing your Second Stage Review, it 15 imperative that the
Department of Homeland Security has & lesding role in telscommunications fa protect our
eritical infrastructure. Accordingly, we are asking the Department of Homeland Security to play
a Jeading role on this issus. Wa believe the FCC would Eive sume defzrence o yoor views on
this matter, sod we urge you to be actively involved as the FCC considars howe it will allocale
this spactrumn. Please contact us if you have any additiona) questions. :

Smecerely,
Conrad R Bmmf Hillary RML.I.m Clinten

" Secratary Michael Chertoff, U 3. Department of Homeland Seeurity Second Stage Review
Remnarks, July 13, 2005,



ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE

JerrrEY MANUEL JOouN W, ANDERSON
President Executive Director
Demopolis Police Department Marion, Alabama
Louis ZooK TELEFHONE: (334) 683.6329 -
Vice President CRLLULAR! (334) 412-7733
Sylacauga Police Department PO. Box 538

Marion, Alabama 36756 FACSIMILE: (334) 683-9592 -
Par CREEL .

EMAIL: jwa@bellsouth net
Secretary
Red Bay Police Department WEB SITE: WwWw.aacop.com
Honorable Kevin Martin

Chairman, Federal Conmmumications Commission
445 12™, St, S.W.
‘Washington, D.C. 20554

IBDocket No. 05-221
Dear Chairman Martin:

In my capacity as the Executive Director of the Alabama Association of Chiefs of Police, I see the
imperativeness of facilitating a cost-effective, secure, widespread, and reliable public safety network. We
look forward to the availability of advanced integrated satellite/terrestriat systerns in au effort to overcome
the cost associated with the mobile satellite systems, The integrated network will allow the celtular
telephone nset to use the cell telephone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if the cellular
telephone network is inoperative,

The recent hurricane Katrina has shown us our National Homeland Security Communications Systems are
susceptible to widespread failure bn light of natural disasters. Satellite systems are always available when
our land-based communications systern experiences widespread failure. The cost of the satellite systems
handsets and the service fees involved make the systems cost prohibitive for public safety agencies,

The current licensees will be available to deliver commercial mobile satellite service (“MSS™) to millions
of Americans in the rural and underserved areas with an offer of back-up communications system should
the existing communication system fail. To provide this sexvice for both commercial and as the secondary
communications system; current licensees must be given adequate bandwidth.

With your move forward with distribution of the spectrum, I urge the Commission to allocate 20 MHz if 2
GHz MSS spectrum on & pro rata basis to TMI/TereStar Networks Inc., and ICO Satellite Services
respectively. This would be 2 cost effective and secure manner to provide the last line of defense for any
emergencies with our comimunications and I offer it as a solution.

5] ctivelyz,‘) z ;

John W. Andetson
Executive Director
Alabama Association of Chiefs of Police

Ce: Commissioner Abernathy
Commisgioner Adelstein
Commissioner Copps

Secretary of the Commission
WA/t



Alaska Trucking Association

3443 Minnesota Dr Anchorage, AK (907)-276-1149
November 14, 2005
The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docket No. 05-221

Dear Chairman Martin:

It has come to our attention that the FCC has set as one of its highest priorities efforts to
accelerate developing broadband access in America. In my capacity as President of the Alaska
Trucking Association, | strongly urge that the Commission put a strong emphasis on solutions
that will support broadband coverage in rural parts of America. Despite significant broadband
coverage throughout the U.S., many areas still have inadequate coverage. We believe that the
satellite industry, because of its ability to provide service everywhere, is one sector which can
play a vital role in bringing broadband to millions more Americans.

We understand technology exists which will allow cell phones to receive a signal from either a
cell tower or a satellite. In order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile
satellite systems, we are looking forward to the availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial
systems. A hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell phone on existing cell towers
or to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative. This assures virtually every
location in the U.S. will receive broadband access, especially rural and underserved areas. This is
particularly important to many of our members who often travel through underserved areas.

Not only could this approach allow for communications to and from virtually any outdoor
location, it could also allow first responders to have an affordable, ubiquitous, redundant and
interoperable communications system so crucial to homeland security.

We understand that the Commission will soon determine whether to divide the remaining one-
third of the 2 GHz mobile satellite service (“MSS”) spectrum between TMI/TerreStar Networks
Inc. (“TerreStar”) and ICO Satellite Services (“1CQO™) or take another approach.

We strongly urge the FCC to move expeditiously on this item and support the allocation of this
spectrum on a “2x10” basis to these two satellite operators that have already demonstrated a
commitment to compete and offer these services. Thank you for your consideration of our views.

Sincerely,
Alaska Trucking Association

Cha
Michael Bell
Director

Cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Secretary of the Commission




ALABAMA EATION
& PARKS ASSOCIATION

November &, 2005

The Honorable Kevin Martin, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.'W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docket No. 05-221

Dear Chairman Martin:

It has come to my attention that the FCC has set as one of its highest priorities efforts to accelerate developing
broadband access in America. In my capacity as Executive Director for the Alabama Recreation and Parks Association, I
strongly urge that the Commission support solutions that will expand broadband coverage in rural parts of America.
Despite significant broadband coverage throughout the U.S., many areas still have inadequate coverage. I believe that the
satellite industry, because of its ability to provide service everywhere, is one sector that can play a vital role in bringing
broadband to millions more Americans.

I understand technology exists which will allow cell phones to receive a signal from either a cell tower or a
satellite. In order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite systems, we are looking forward to
the availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems. A hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell
phone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative. This assures virtually
every location in the U.S. will receive broadband access, especially rural and underserved areas.

In light of the recent natural disasters that have occurred, I feel that pursuing the opportunity to enhance
communication capabilities is of paramount importance. Members of our association play critical roles in their local
communities when disaster response is required. In fact many of our 650 member professionals from across Alabama
volunteered their services to the coastal communities that were impacted by hurricane Katrina. Further, a significant
number of park and recreation facilities served as shelters following this storm, a task they perform whenever the need
arises. As we have learned the inability to maintain landline or current cell services played a significant role in delaying
information and much needed disaster relief.

I understand that the Commission will soon determine whether to divide the remaining one-third of the 2 GHz
mobile satellite service (“MSS”) spectrum between TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc. (“TerreStar”) and ICO Satellite Services
(“ICO”) or take another approach.

I strongly urge the FCC to move expeditiously on this item and support the allocation of this spectrum on a
“2x10” basis to these two satellite operators that have already demonstrated a commitment to compete and offer these
services. Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Sincerely,

Paul A. Morton
ARPA Executive Director

Cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Secretary of the Commission

P.O. Box 230579 e Montgomery, AL 36123 o Ph: (334) 279-9160 e Fax: (334) 279-9161 e arpa@knology.net




§ 8% o.nta Fe Police Department City of Santa Fe, New Mexico

.De , Mayor Coancilors:
ﬁ%lﬂjaﬁ!}f Hiﬂdsi" Carol Roberson-Lopez, Mayor Pre Tem, Dist. 4
Pattl I, Bushee, Dist. |
David Peffer, Dist. 1
WNovember 4, 2005 Karen Heldmeyer, Dist 2
Rebecca Wargburger, Dist. 2
Miguel M, Chaves, Digr 3
Hunprahle EKevin Martin 1::.-;3:: E:: i
Chairman Marth
Pederal Commumications Commission
445 12th 5t, 5.W.
Washington, D.C. 20354

ket Na. 1
Dear Chairmaen Martin:

Hurricane Katrina has demonstrated that our nation’s Homsland security communications systems are
susceptible to widespread failure in light of natural and other disesters. In every case of widespread failure of
our land-based communications system, mnother form of communications is slways available: satellite,

However, very expensive user handsets and high service fees make today's satcllite systems prohibitively costly
for public safety agencics. -

In my capacity, as Sama Fe Police Department’s Deputy Chief of Palice, I think it is imperative that we
facilitate a cost-affective, secure, widespread, and reliable public safety netwerk. In arder to overcome the high
coat typically associated with mobile satellite systems, we are looking forward to the availability of advanced
hybrid satellite/terrestrial systams, A hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell phone on existing

cell towers or to use 3 satellite network if the cell phone network is moperative.

Current licensees will be able to deliver both affordable commercial mobile satellite service ("MSS”) w
millions of Americans in rural and underserved areas, and offer 2 “back-up” communications system should our
current Homeland Security system fail. However, in order to provide both commercial service and act as &

secondaTy commumications system in the event of a communications failure, I believe current licensess must be
given adequate bandwidth.

As you move foreard with the distribution of spectrum, 1 urge the Commission to allocate 20 MHz of 2 GHz
MSS spectrum on a pro rata basis to TMLTereStar Networls Ine,, and ICO Satellite Services respectively.
This communications solution would help to provide the last line of defemse for any emergencies that could
arise, natural or otherwise, in a cost effective and secure manner.

Deputy Chief of Police
Santa Fe Police Department

200 Lincoln Avenue, P.O. Box 909, Santa Fe, N.M, 27504-0909
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Federnl Commimicatians Commission

445 12 Sweer, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Doclet Mo, 05-721

Dear Chakrman Martin;

Hurricane Katrina bas demonstrated that our wation*s Homeland security
COMMAmICHtions sysies are suxieptible to widespread faihirs in light of nateral and other -
diswsters. In every case of widespresd failure of our commumicktions system,
MMWWMM satellite. However, very expensive
user handsets igh service fecs make toduy's samllite systems prohibitively costly for
public safety agencies. y

In vy catpacity as Executive Director of the Arkarsas Sheriffs’ Association, 1 think
ﬁk@ﬂﬁﬁ&:nﬁﬁﬂtlmﬂﬁmmm.ﬂmﬁhnﬂﬂh
safity petwork. In order to overcome the high cost typically sssociated with mobile
sutellile systams, we are looking forward to the i
satellite'terrestrial mystems. A byhrid network will sBow a cell
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Cuarrent licenses will be abls to deliver both affordahle commercial i sabellits
service (“MSE™) to millions af Americans in rural and underserved sreas, mdma?;l;:n
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November 3, 2005

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.

Washington, D.C, 20554

Re: 1B Docket No. 05-221

Dear Chairman Martin:

As Executive Vice President of the Alabama Forestry Association, I am writing about a
matter that impacts many in our membership... communications. Despite significant broadband

‘coverage throughout the U.S., many areas still have inadequate coverage. 1believe that the

satellite industry, because of its ability to provide service everywhere, is one sector that can

_ play a vital role in bringing broadband to millions more Americans.

America must have a mobile communication system that serves everyone. Fortunately,
a technology called Mobile Satellite Services, or MSS, can provide exactly the universal and
high-quality communications that our rural communities desperately need. MSS uses satellite
technology that is not affected by terrain or weather to send signals to handsets similar to the
mobile phones we use today. By combining MSS with a ground-based system (called ATC),
MSS/ATC would provide an infegrated mobile communications network that can reach even
the most remote homes, forests, farms and businesses. MSS’s ubiquitous coverage would
finally fulfill the promise of high-quality phone service in rural areas — solving a problem that
traditional service providers have been unwilling or unable to address. The benefits of this
service would also extend to first responders and emergency personnel, for whom relizble,
survivable communication is essential in a crisis.

Like all communications technologies, MSS needs enough bandwidth to provide the
robust, all-encompassing system our rural communities and first responders require. Currently,
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is deciding how to allocate MSS spectrum.
This presents an opportunity for the FCC to demonstrate its commitment to all Americans by
allocating MSS spectrum to the companies that have already demonstrated a commitment to
compete and offer these services. MSS technology can help ensure that our citizens, especially
our rural communities, have the reliable and seamless coverage they need. Our nation’s
economy and security may depend on it. '

I understand that the Commission will soon determine whether to divide the remaining
one-third of the 2 GHz mobile satellite service (“MSS™) spectrum between TMI/TerreStar
Networks Inc. (“TerreStar”) and ICO Satellite Services (“ICO”) or take another approach.

555 Alabama Strest + Monfgomery, Alabama 36104-4385 + Telephone: (334) 265-8733  Fax: (334) 262-1258

E-mail; afa@alaferestry.org



I strongly urge the FCC to move expeditiously on this item and support the allocation
of this spectrum on a “2x10” basis to these two satellite operators that have already
demonstrated a commitment to compete and offer these services. Thank you for your
consideration of my views.

Sincerely,

eV«
Jo cMillan, EVP

Ce: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abemathy
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Secretary of the Commission



Southern Shrimp Alliance, Inc.

1078 Island Avenue
Tarpon Springs, Florida 34689
Phone: 727-934-5090 Fax: 727-934-5362

October 25, 2005

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docket No. 05-221

Dear Chairman Martin:

As you know, there is a matter before the Commission that involves Mobile Satellite Service
(MSS). This MSS technology will allow mobile satellite-cell phones to receive a signal from a
cell tower and a satellite. As Executive Director of the Southern Shrimp Alliance (SSA), an
organization that has 2,500 members throughout eight states, I want the Commission to know
that the SSA supports this technology and those companies who can quickly market this
technology. Therefore, we support allocating 20 MHz of 2 GHz MSS spectrum on a pro rata
basis to TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc., and ICO Satellite Services.

MSS will virtually eliminate “dead zones,” which is very important for shrimp boats and their
crews who are away from cell networks. It is critical that we have a reliable communications
network. MSS would provide a new, critical life link for our offshore operations.

Many of our members recently experienced Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and know the value of
having reliable communications equipment. [ understand that MSS will be a back up
communications system in the event of another disaster. This is important in not only saving
lives, but for restoring communities and getting people back to work.

I urge the Commission to make its determination on this spectrum in the near future. The SSA
strongly supports the allocation of this spectrum on a “2x10” basis to TerreStar and ICO. Thank
you for your consideration of our views.

Sincerely,

John Williams

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps



Secretary of the Commission



South Dakota

\ W }) www.sdcattlemen.org

Assocation

October 24, 2005

The Honorable Kevin Martin

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docket No. 05-221

Dear Chairman Martin:

I understand that the FCC has set as one of its highest priorities efforts to accelerate developing broadband access in
America. In my capacity as Executive Director for the South Dakota Cattlemen’s Association, I strongly urge the
Commission to put a strong emphasis on solutions that will support broadband coverage in rural parts of America.
Despite significant broadband coverage throughout the U.S., many areas still have inadequate coverage. I believe the
satellite industry, because of its ability to provide service everywhere, is one sector which can play a vital role in bringing
broadband to millions more Americans.

I understand technology exists which will allow cell phones to receive a signal from either a cell tower or a satellite. In
order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite systems, we are looking forward to the
availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems. A hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell
phone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative. This assures virtually
every location in the U.S. will receive broadband access, especially rural and underserved areas.

Not only could this approach allow for communications to and from virtually any outdoor location, it could also allow
first responders to have an affordable, ubiquitous, redundant and interoperable communications system so crucial to
homeland security. In addition, it would allow our agricultural producers and rural residents unequaled access to reliable
communications to operate their businesses in an efficient and cost-effective manner.

I understand the Commission will soon determine whether to divide the remaining one-third of the 2 GHz
mobile satellite service (“MSS”) spectrum between TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc. (“TerreStar’) and ICO
Satellite Services (“ICO”) or take another approach.

I strongly urge the FCC to move expeditiously on this item and support the allocation of this spectrum on a
“2x10” basis to these two satellite operators that have already demonstrated a commitment to compete and offer
these services. Thanks in advance for your consideration.

Best regards,

Jodie Hickman Hettinger
Executive Director

Cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Secretary of the Commission

435 Chapelle St., Pierre, SD 57501 Phone: (605) 945-2333 Fax: (605) 224-2745




association of north carolina, inc.
October 24, 2005

7520-102 LEAD MINE ROAD
RALEIGH, NC 27615

The Honorable Kevin Martin, Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
445 12 Street, South West
Washington, DC 20554

Re: IB Docket# 05-221
Dear Chairman Martin:

The Corn Growers Association of North Carolina would like to express our views
regarding rural communications. This is an important issue to our membership.

We understand technology exists which will allow cell phones to receive a signal from a cell
tower and a satellite. In order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite
systems, we are looking forward to the avallablhty of advanced mtegrated satellite/terrestrial
systems. We believe that mobile satellite service is one way to improve rural
communications and will allow our members to use their time more efficiently.

Currently, many farmers must make calls from a landline because broadband coverage is
intermittent or does not exist. Since this mobile satellite service will effectively end
coverage “dead zones,” farmers could call and get replacement parts, talk with
employees, or stay in contact with the N. C. State Farm Service Agency concerning
information and regulations without leaving the field and without worrying about their
mobile connection. We see this as a real benefit to Americans in rural areas.

For the reasons above and in an effort to increase broadband access to rural communities,
we urge the Commission to move expeditiously to allocate the 20MHz of spectrum on a
pro rata basis TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc. and ICO Satellite Services respectively.

Sincerely,

Ronnie Burleson, President
Com Growers Assoc»iation_of NC
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October 24, 2005

Hanorablea Kevin Martin, Chairman
Federal Communizations Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.

Washingtan, D.C. 20554

1B Dackat Mo. 05-221
Diear Chalemnan Martin:

Hurricanes Katrina & Rita has demonstrated that our nation's Homeland
Secunly communications systems are susceptibie to widespread failure in Hght
of natural and othar disastars. In every case of widespread failure our land
based communications system, ancther form of communications s always
available, satellte. Hewaver, very expensive user handsats and high senvice
fnas make today's satellite systems prohibitivety costly far public safely

agencisEs,

The Malne Chiefs ol Police Association think It i iImperative hal we faciliale a
cost affective, secure, widespread, and reliable public safely network. In ordes
to ovarcoms the high costs typically associated with mobile satellite systemns,
we are looking forward to the availabllity of advanced hybrid satellitetermestrial
systems. A hybrid natwork will allow a cell phone user 1o use a call phone on
sxcisting cell towers or o use a satelife network if the cell phone nalwork is
mnoparativa.

Current licenses will be able to deliver both affordable commergial mobile
satgllite sarvica ta millions of Americans in rural and underserved areas, and
offer a backup communicetions system should our Homesland Security Bystem
fail, However, in order to provide both commercial Serviee and act as &
secondary communications system in the event of a8 communications failure,
current licensaas must be given adequale bandwidih.

As you mave forward with the distibution of spectrum. We urge the :
commission to allocate 20 MHZ of 2GHz MSE specirum on & pro ra@ basis o
Tl TameStar Matworks, Ing and 1G0 Satalile Servicas raspectively. This
communications soluton would help te provide the last ina of defense for any
emargancies that could arise, nalural of stherwise, in 3 cost affective and
secUre mannar,

Sincaraly.,

TGN,

Chisf Aobert M. So Ret.
Executive Director
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Tue ApiroNDACK COUNCIL
Diferding the Eaxt’s Lavt Groat Wilderpass
Qetobear 21, 2005

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Commumications Contmission
445 1 2th 5t, 5. W,

Washington, D.C, 20554

IB Docitet No, 05-321

It has come to my attertion that the FCC has set as one of its highest priorities elforts to
accelerate developing broadband access in America. In myv capacity as spokesman for The Adirondack
Couneil, 1 strongly urge that the Commission pet & strong emphasis on solutions that will support
broadband coverage in rural parts of Amenica. Despite significant broadband coverage throughout the
U.S., many arens still have inadequate covernge. I beliove that the satellite industry, becanse of its ability
o provide service everywhene, is ope sector which can play n vital rols in broinging broadband to millions
morG Amgricans.

I understand technology exists which will allow cell phones to receive a signal from either a cell
tower or a satellite, In order to overcome the high cost tvpically associasted with mobile satellite systems,
we are looking foreard to the availshility of advanced hybrid satellite’terrestrial syvstems. A hybrid
network will allow a ecll phone naer to use & coll phone on existing cell towers or to wwe a satellite
network if the cell phone network is inoperative. This assures virtually cvery location in the 1.5, will
meceive broodband access, especindly rurl and poderserved areas.

Mot only conld this approach allow for communications to and from virually any outdoor
location, ot could also allow firet responiders to have an affordable, ubiguitous, redundact and
imteroperable communications system go crucial to bometand sacurity.

I understand that the Commiszion will soon determine whether to divide the remaining cne-third
of the 2 Gz mobile satellite service (“MSS™) spoctrum between TML TerreStar Notworks [ng,
(“TermeStar™) and [CO Satellite Services (“1C07) or take another approach.

I strongly urge the FCC 1o move expeditiously on this item and support the allocation of this
spoctrum on a “2x10" basis to these two satellite operators that have already demonstrated a commitment
o compets and offer these services. Thank you for your emsidetation of my views,



The Adirondack Council is an 18,000-member, privately fimded, not-for-profit organization with
members in all 30 United States. Founded in 1975, the Adirondack Council’s mission is to ensure the
ecologioal integrity and wild character of the New York's stx-million-acre Adirondack Parke. The
Adirondack Park is the largest American park outside of Alaska. Yosemite, Yellowstons, Glacier and
Grand Canyon National Parks would all fit easily inside the Adirondack Park. Created in 1892, it
comtaims 90 percent of all roadless Wildemess from Maine to Georgia and the largest expanse of never-cat
ancient forest in the Northeastern United States,

The Adirondack Park is also a lived-in landscape, with 92 towns, 130,000 permanent residents
and nearly 10 million visitors a year. In 1924, New Yark State passed the first in a serles of laws
designed to protect the Park's natural beauty by banning all billboards and off-premises business signs.
Today, the Adrondack Park Agency must approve the construction of anything taller than the treetops
(40 feet). These policies have allowed us to maintain an isle of green forest in ong of the most densely
populated regions of Morth America,

However, the desire to improve emergency communications and cell phone coverage in the
rugged terrain of the Adirondacks s causing state and local officials to ignore land-use controls in the
rush to install tower-based equipment. The higher the number of viable alternatives 1o tall, stand-alone
towets (especially on mountain peaks) we have at our disposal, the greater chance we will have to protect
our amazing legacy here in the Adirondack Park, 'We urge you to encourage this new use of broadband
and sutzllite technology by approving TerreStar’s application.

5

. Shechan
Director of Communications

The Adirondack Council

Media & Government Relations OfFice
347 Hamilion Strest

Albany, NY 12210

%18-432-1770

Mefain Oiffice

103 Hand Averne, Suite 1
Elizabethtown, MY [2932
S18-ET3-2240

oo Commissioner Kathleen (). Abernathy
Commissioner Jonathen 5, Adglstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Secretary of the Commission
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Arkansas Forestry Association
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October 20, 2005
The Honorable Kevin Martin

Chairman a

Federal Communications Commission

445 12th 5t S W, -

Washington, D.€. 20554
RE: IB Docket No, 05-221
Dear Chairman Martin’

| am writing on behalf of the Arkansas Forestry Association in régird to the
potential éxpansion of broadband coverage in rural areas of our country | It is our hope
that the commission will put a strong emphasis on this issue, which will provide such
mnﬁhmqmuﬁmmmﬂcﬂinmmﬂtmmwmm.

It is our understanding that technology exists which will allow cgll phones to

receive a gignal from either a oell tower or a satellite, In order to e the high cost
q@ﬂymﬂﬂﬂhmwﬂnmﬂﬂhmmmmlmﬂm 1o the
availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems. Such allow a cell

phone usér 1o use a cell phone on existing cell towers or o use a satellite network if the
cell photie netwaork is inoperative. This assures virtually every location id the U5, will
receive broadband aconss, ezpecially rural and underserved arcas.

Mot only could this approach allow for communications to and virteally any
outdoor location, it could also allow first responders to have an affi rechundant and
mﬂupmbhmmmnﬂuﬁmnummnmﬁmmhumnhndswﬁt}r

We understand that the Commission will soon determine w to divide the
reiaining ane-third of the 2 GHz mobile satellite service (“MS5") Tum between
TMI TerreStar Networks Ine, (“TerreStar™) and ICO Satzllite Services {{ICO") ar Lake
anather approach. Our hope is that the FCC will move quickly on this ispue wid support

" the allocation of this spectrum on 8 “2x 10" basis to these two sateilite rators that have

already demonstrited & commitment to compete and affer these services| Thank you for
vour consideration of sur position on this eportant matter.

Sincerchy,

A5 R

I3 Robbins
tive Viea President

Co: Commizsioner Kathleen (). Abemathy
Commissioner Jonathan 5, Adelstein
Commissiomer Michael J. Coppa
Secretary of the Commission



MEAMFT

Public Schools, Public Service

Orecraber 18, 2005

The Honorable Kevin Martin, Chairman
Fedesul Communications Commission
445 12th Street, 5.0,
Washiagton, DC 20554
IB Docket Mo, 05-221

Diear Chairman Margin:

It has come to my amention that the FCC has set s one of it highest priosides efforts 1o secelerate
developing broadband aecess in America. In my capacity ss President of MEA-MFT — a 16,000
member union of k-12 teachers and classified personnel, higher education faculty, state and county
employees, and private sector health care providers who live and work all aver Montan - | urge the
Commission 1o emphasize solutions that will support broadband coverage in rursl Amenca. Despite
significant broadband coverage throughout the LS., many areas — Including sural areas right here in
Montana - ¢all have insdeguate caversge. Because of its ability 1o provide secvice everpwhere, the
satzllits induetry is a sector that could play a vicl role in beinging broadband o millions more
Americans.

In ceder to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile sagellite syecems, [ am looking
forward to the availability of advanced hybod sarellite, terresural systemns. A hybed netwnork woald
allow a cell phane user to use a cell phone on exdsring cell eowess or use & satellite netwack i the cell
phone neryork i noperative. Speaking from personal experience, urineegrupted call phone usage
has become a business and educationsl necessity in Maoatisa.

1 understand the Commission will seon determine whether to divide the remaining one-third of the 2
GHz mobile satellize service (“MES”) spectrum berween TMI/ TerreStar Networks Inc. {"TetreSiar)
aned 1003 Saellite Services (“ICO") or take another approach.

T usge the FCC 1o move expeditiouely an this item and support the allocstion of this spectrum on a
"2x10" basis 1o sarellite operatars that have demonsteaced & commimment 1o compete and offer these
Batvices,

Thank you,

I ﬂ}@
Z FHrie imﬂ. Pres E
MEA-MFT

ez Commissioner Kathleen O, Abernathy
Commissioner Jonathan S Adelstein
Commissioner
Seeretary of the Commission

= Public Schools = Higher Education
* State & Counly Employees
» Head Start = Health Care

Warking for Montana's Future 1232 East Slxth Ave., Helena, MT 59601

» TEL 4056/442-4250 or B00/398-0826 FAX 406/443-5081 www.mea -mftorg



GEORGIA FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICI

772 MADDOX DR. SUITE 104  ELLUAY, GEORGIA 30540
H: 706-698-3311 TOLL FREE: 800-305-0237 FAX: 706-698-9017

QOctober 15, 2005

Honorable Kevin Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: IB Docket No. 05-221
Dear Chairman Martin:

Hurricane Katrina has demonstrated that our nation’s Homeland security communications system:s
are susceptible to widespread failure in light of natural and other disasters. In every case of widespread
failure of our land-based communications system, another form of communications is always available:
satellite. However, very expensive user handsets and high service fees make today’s satellite systems
prohibitively costly for public safety agencies.

In my capacity as President of the Georgia Fraternal Order of Police, I think it is imperative that
we facilitate a cost-effective, secure, widespread, and reliable public safety network. In order to overcome
the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite systems, we are looking forward to the availability
of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems. A hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell
phone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative.

Current licensees will be able to deliver both affordable commercial mobile satellite service
(“MSS”) to millions of Americans in rural and underserved areas, and offer a “back-up” communications
system should our current Homeland Security system fail. However, in order to provide both commercial
service and act as a secondary communications system in the event of a communications failure, I believe
current licensees must be given adequate bandwidth.

As you move forward with the distribution of spectrum, I urge the Commission to allocate 20
MHz of 2 GHz MSS spectrum on a pro rata basis to TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc., and ICO Satellite
Services respectively. This communications solution would help to provide the last line of defense for any
emergencies that could arise, natural or otherwise, in a cost effective and secure manner.

Sincerely,

GEORGIA FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE
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Carlton Stallings s
President

CS/bw

THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE IS A NON—PROFIT ORGANIZATION MADE UP OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
QFFICERS VOLUNTEERING THEIR TIME FOR THE BETTERMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THEIR



Aerospace States Association

ct

21200 Wilson Blvd. #102-249, Arlmgion, VA 32200

Fel: TO3-522-T745  E'mail: aca52Eerols.com

AR UET 1 B IHEE Wi AeTOsLa T org
October 13, 204sFCC - MAILROOM

Chairman Kevin Martin

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Drear Chairman Martin:
Re: Spectrum in the 2 GHx MSS Band, IB Docket No. (05-221

| am writing on behalf of the Aerospace States Association (ASA) to request that the Federal
Communications Commission move expeditiously to ensure that sufficient satellite capacity is
available in the 2 GHz Mobile Satellite Service (MS8) band to support the requirements of
America’s first responders. The assignment of the entire band to the existing MSS licensees will
cnsure that Americans and emergency responders have access to hybrid satellite/terrestrial
systems that will provide ubiguitous, reliable and interoperable high-speed data and voice
services throughout America.

ASA is a bi-partisan organization of Lieutenant Governors and state-appointed delegates. Tt was
formed to promote a state-based perspective in federal aerospace policy development and
support aerospace initiatives that enhance student/teacher education outreach and economic
development opportunities.

Une of the lessons we have leamed through our recent national disasters is that we must have
reliable communications in times of crisis. Satellites are a big part of the answer. Unfortunately,
because of their expense, few emergency management agencies have been able to afford them
for primary communications during a crisis.

However, the 2 GHz licensees are constructing satellite systems with an ancillary terrestrial
component to address this issue. By utilizing a terrestrial component, these satellite systems are
able to capture the economies of scale for equipment manufacture that will result in chip sets and
handsets that are priced competitively with today’s terrestrial equipment. Further, by having an
integrated satellite-terrestrial end-user deviee, the handset will be able to switch seamlessly and
tansparently between the termestnal and satellite network, Most importantly, to support the
advanced applications that arc being developed today for emergency response and homeland
security, the 2 GHz systems must be given sufficient capacity to support them,

Itis essential that we have a unified vision of how to ensure reliable communications during
emergencies and for homeland security, Our governments should encourage private



an e o

Chairman Kevin Martin
October 13, 2005
Page 2

investment in new communications technologies, especially next generation satellite systems, to
ensure that we have the communications tools available to support public safety. Government
can also expedite these new technologies by ensuring that they have access to sufficient
resources to deliver services that Americans require.

The FCC has the ability to assign the full compliment of spectrum in the 2 GHz band to existing
licensees to provide sufficient capacity for emergency communications. Assigning any less
spectrum will jeopardize the ability of these systems to support the critical next generation
communications applications that are currently being developed.

Sincerely

oren Leman, Chairman
Aerospace States Association
Lieutenant Governor, Alaska




JOE A. MARTINEZ
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
DISTRICT 11

October 11, 2005

Honorable Kevin Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: IB Docket No. 05-221
Dear Chairman Martin:

Hurricane Katrina has demonstrated that our nation's Homeland security
communications systems are susceptible to widespread failure in light of natural and
other disasters. In every case of widespread failure of our land-based communications
system, another form of communications is always available: satellite. However, very
expensive user handsets and high service fees make today's satellite systems
prohibitively costly for public safety agencies.

As the Chairman of Miami-Dade County, | think it is imperative that we facilitate a cost-
effective, secure, widespread, and reliable public safety network. In order to overcome
the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite systems, we are looking forward
to the availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems. A hybrid network will
allow a cell phone user to use a cell phone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite
network if the cell phone network is inoperative.

Current licensees will be able to deliver both affordable commercial mobile satellite
service (“MSS") to millions of Americans in rural and underserved areas, and offer a
“back-up” communications system should our current Homeland Security system fail.
However, in order to provide both commercial service and act as a secondary
communications system in the event of a communications failure, | believe current
licensees must be given adequate bandwidth.

STEPHEM P. CLARK CENTER = 111 M.W. FIRST STREET = SUITE 220 = MIAMI, FLORIDA 33128-1963 » (305] 375-5511 « FAX (305) 375-5883



As you move forward with the distribution of spectrum, | urge the Commission to
allocate 20 MHz of 2 GHz MSS spectrum on a pro rata basis to TMI/TerreStar Networks
Inc., and ICO Satellite Services respectively. This communications solution would help
to provide the last line of defense for any emergencies that could arise, natural or
otherwise, in a cost effective and secure manner.

Cc: Commissioner Abernathy
Commissioner Adelstein
Commissioner Copps
Secretary of the Commission
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Dan Flymn

Chief

Cretober 5, 2005

Honorahle Eevin Martin, Chairman
Federal Communicetions O ommsiicn
445 14h 51, 5. W,

Washington, D.C. 20554

[B Docket Mo, 05-221
Drear Chemroean Martn:

Hurricane Katrina has demonstrated that our nation's Homeland security sommunications systems are
susceptible to widespread failure m fight of natural disasters. In every case of widespread failure of our
Iand-bmsed cotnmutications system, another form of communications = alwnys awatlable: satellie.
However, very expensive user handsets and high service fees make today's watellite systems prohibitivels
costhy for public salty agencies,

In my eapacity as Chief of Police of the Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Folice Department, [ think it is
imperative that we feeilitete a cost-effoctive, secure, widespread, and reliable public safety network. In
order to overcome the high cost typically nssociated with mobile sateflite systems, we are looking foreard
to the svailability of advanced hybrid satellite/verrestrial systems. A hybrid network will allow a ceil
phone user to use a cell phone on existing cell towers or to use & satellite network if the cell phone
network is inoperathe.

Curmrent licensees will be able to deliver both commercial mobile satellite service (“MS57) to millions of
Americans m rural and underserved arcas, and offer & Yback-wp™ communications system shouald our
currem communication system fail. However, in order to provide both commercial service and act as a
secondary communications system in the event of & commuonications failure, current licensess must he
given adequate bandwidth.

As you move forwerd with the distribution of spectrum, [ urge the Commiszion to afiocate 20 MHz of 2
GHz MSE spectrum on a pro rarag basis to TMU T emeSter Metworks Ine., and K20 Satellite Services
respectively, This commupications solution would help to provide the last line of defense fof any
emergencies that could anse, natural or ofberaise in g cost effective and secure manher,

%ﬁl}

D Flynn ;

Chief of Police

Ce  Commissioner Abermathy
Commissioner Adelstein

Commissioner Copps
Secretary of the Commizsion

PO B 8032 . Sevaerrraeh, Geoargle J1412. DE2-232-4141 . Faxe 9126513645 . wonme SUMPL o



(AMSEA

Alaska Marine Safety Education Association

2924 Halibut Point Road, Sitka, Alaska 99835
907-747-3287 voice, 907-747-3259 fax, director@amsea.org

October 5, 2005

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docket No. 05-221

Dear Chairman Martin:

AMSEA has had an over 20 year interest in furthering the safety of mariners and this issue is of
interest to us. The coastline of Alaska is longer than that of the contiguous 48 states. Cell phone
accessibility is very limited and cell towers can be blocked by mountains just a few miles away.
The marine operators that use VHF radio bands have been removed from service. There is no way
for most boaters and fishermen to access normal lines of communication to the rest of the world or
even their home communities, from their boats just a few miles from land in Alaska. With the FCC
priority to accelerate developing broadband access in America, we strongly urge that the
Commission put a strong emphasis on solutions that will support broadband coverage in rural parts
of the U.S. such as Alaska that have inadequate broadband coverage. We believe that the satellite
industry, because of its ability to provide service everywhere, is an obvious solution to bringing
better safety and business communications to the important maritime users of Alaska.

Technology which exists which will allow cell phones to receive a signal from either a cell tower or
a satellite would obviously be of use in the safety and commerce of the Alaska maritime
environment. Present high cost typically associated with mobile satellite systems is an obstacle, and
we encourage the availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems. A hybrid network
will allow a cell phone user to use a cell phone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if
the cell phone network is inoperative. This would cover widely underserved areas, such as in found
in Alaska as well as elsewhere in the nation.

I understand that the Commission will soon determine whether to divide the remaining one-third of
the 2 GHz mobile satellite service (“MSS”) spectrum between TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc.
(“TerreStar”) and ICO Satellite Services (“ICO”) or take another approach.

I strongly urge the FCC to move expeditiously on this item and support the allocation of this
spectrum on a “2x10” basis to these two satellite operators that have already demonstrated a
commitment to compete and offer these services. Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Sincerely,

Jerry Dzugan
Executive Director

Support Organizations: Alaska Dept. of Health & Social Services, CHEMS Section — Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium Alaska
Vocational Technical Center — National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health — North Pacific Fishermen’s Association North Pacific
Fisheries Observer Training Center — Petersburg Vessel Owner’s Association — Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium -
University of Alaska Marine Advisory Program — U.S. Coast Guard 17" District
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AN ASSOCIATION OF
MONTANA HEALTH
CARE PROVIDERS

October 3, 2005

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

I understand the FCC will soon decide how to allocate the remaining third of the 2GHz
mobile satellite service spectrum. This issue is extremely important to the members of
the association I represent.

MHA’s members provide hospital, nursing home, home health and physician services
throughout Montana. All but three of our state’s counties are classified as rural, and
most have a population density of six persons or fewer.

In this environment, communications systems — especially those for first responders and
other emergency medical services providers — are critically important. In a number of
counties, cell phone service is limited due to the distance between transmitting towers or
mountains. The inability to communicate in these areas can be life-threatening. -

I understand technology exists that will allow cell phones to receive a signal from either
a cell tower or a satellite. Such technology would assure that virtually every location in
the U.S. will receive broadband access — a consideration that is especially important to

first responders in our rural and frontier areas.

For this reason, I urge the Commission to move expeditiously to allocate the 20MHz of
spectrum to TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc and ICO Satellite Services.

I understand that these two satellite operators have already demonstrated a commitment
to compete and offer these services.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

J,’u

5,
S

James F. Ahrens
President

1720 Ninth Avenue PO. Box 5119
Helena, Montana 59604-5119
tel: 406-442-1911 fax: 443-3894

www.mtha.org
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BROWNLEE MANAGEMENT, INC.

2112 MAIN STREET, BOX 480 ‘EMMETSBURG, 1A 50536 712-852-4817 FAX 712-852-3405

QOctober 4, 2005

The Honcrable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" st., s.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docketf No. 05-221
Dear Chairman Martin:

It has come to my attention that the FCC has set as one of its highest priorities efforts to
accelerate developing broadband access in America. | strongly urge that the Commission put a
strong emphasis on solutions that will support broadband coverage in rural parts of America. Despite
significant broadband coverage throughout the U.S., many areas still have inadequale coverage. |
believe that the satellite industry, because of its ability to provide service everywhere, is one sector
which can play a vital role in bringing broadband to millions more Americans. As a farmer and farm
manager of 30,000 acres scattered in lowa and Minnesota, | can assure you of the need of such a
system. .

1 understand technology exists which will allow cell phones to receive a signal from either a
cell tower or a satellite. In order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite
systems, we are looking farward to the availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems. A
hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell phone on existing cell towers or-to use a
satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative. This assures virtually every locate in the
U.S. will receive broadband access, especially rural and underserved areas.

Not only could this approach aliow for communications to and from virtually any cutdoor
location, it could also allow first responders to have an affordable, ubiquitous, redundant and
interoperable commurnications system so crucial to homeland security.

-} understand that the Commission will soon determine whether to divide the remaining one-
1hird of the 2 GHz moblle satellite service (‘MSS") spectrum between TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc.
(“TerreStar”) and ICO Satellite Services (*ICO”) or take another approach.

| strongly urge the FCC to move expedHiiously on this item and support the allocation of this

spectrum on a “2x10" basis to these two satellite operators that have already demonstrated a
commitment to compete and offer these services. Thank you for your consideration of my views.

SM

. Brownlee, President
Brownlgef/Management, Inc.

Sincerely,

CSB/bm



State Representative

CORY GARDNER

POB 86

Yuma, CO 80759

Home: 970-453-5298

Capitol: 303-866-2906

E-mail: cory.gardner. house(@state.co.us

Committee Membership:
Agriculture, Livestock & Natural Resources
Judiciary

COLORADO
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
State Capitol
Denver
30203
September 30, 2005

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docket No. 05-221
Dear Chairman Martin:

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has set as one of its
highest priorities efforts to accelerate developing broadband access
across America. As a legislator from the high plains of Colorado, I
strongly urge that the Commission put a strong emphasis on solutions
that will support broadband coverage in rural parts of America.
Despite significant broadband coverage throughout the U.S., many rural
areas still have inadequate coverage. I believe that the satellite
industry, because of its ability to provide service everywhere, 1s one
sector which can play a vital role in bringing broadband to millions
more Americans.

Technology exists that will allow a cell phone to receive a signal from
either a cell tower or a satellite. Due to the high cost typically
associated with mobile satellite systems, we are looking forward to the
availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems. A
hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell phone on
existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if the cell phone
network is inoperative. This assures virtually every location in the
U.S. will receive broadband access, especially rural and underserved
areas.

Not only could this approach allow for communications to and from
virtually any outdoor location, it could also allow first responders to
have an affordable, ubiquitous, redundant and interoperable
communications system so crucial to homeland security.

T understand that the Commission will soon determine whether to divide
the remaining one-third of the 2 GHz mobile satellite service (“MSS”)
spectrum between TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc. (“TerreStar”) and ICO
Satellite Services (“ICO”) or take another approach.



The Honorable Kevin Martin
September 30, 2005
Page 2 of 2

T strongly urge the FCC to move expeditiously on this item and to

strongly consider
the satellite operators that have already demonstrated a commitment to
compete and offer these services. Thank you for your consideration of

my views.

Singe

sely,

State Rgpresentative
House District 63

Cc:

Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner
Secretary of

Kathleen Q Abernathy
Jonathan S. Adelstein
Michael J. Copps

the Commission

ctrum on a

"2x10”

basis to



Office of the Sheriff
Norfolk Sheriff’s Office

Sheriff Robert J. McCabe

September 30, 20085

Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Comm unications Commission
445 12¢h St,, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

: IB t MNo. 05-221

Dear Chairman Martin:

have proven reliable. However, very expensive user handsets and high service
fees make today’s satellite systems prohibitively costly for public safety agencies
and other first responders,

As Sheriff of the City of N orfolk, Virginia - a city negatively impacted by
Hurricane Isabel in 2003 — I think Itis imperative that we have access to a
commercial-based, cost-effective and reliable back-up to our existing public safety

commercially-provided advanced hybrid satellite /terrestrial systems. A hybrid
network will allow a cell phone user to uge a cell Phone on existing cell towers or
to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative.

811 E. City MHal Avenue Norfolk, VA 23510
Phone (757) 664-4700

norfolksReriffsoffice.com



Honorable Kevin Martin, FOC
September 30, 2005 - Page 2

As the FOC moves forward with the redistribution of spectrum, [ urge the
Commission to redistribute the remaining unassi gned 2 GHz MSS spectrum on a
pro ratq basis to TMI Communications and Company Limited Fartmership, which
is affiliated with TerreStar Networks Inc., and ICO Global Communications
(Holdings) om a “2x10" basis. This communications solution would provide the
last line of defense for any emergencies that may arise, natural or otherwise, in a
cost effective and secure manner. I request that the FCC move forward quickly so
that public safety agencies have access to these advanced hybrid
satellite /terrestrial systems as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

£ A

Sheriff/High Constable
City of Norfolk, Virginia

Ce: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissiomer Jonathan S, Adelstein
Commissioner Michael . Copps
Secretary of the Commission
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The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th 8¢, 8. W,

Washington, D.C, 20554
RE: 1B Docket No. 05-221

Huricane Katrina and other disasters have demonstrated that our nation”s telecommunications
systems are susceptible to widespread fallure. In cases of widespread failure of our land-based

communications system, another form of communication is availeble; satellite, However, very
expensive user handsets and high service fees make today’s satellite systems prohibitively costly
for public safety agencies and other first responders.

As Chief of Polics for the City of Virginia Beach, Virginia’s most populous city, I think it is
imperative that we have access to a cost-effective and relinble back-up to our existing public
safety network. In order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite
systems, we are looking forward to the availability of commercially-provided advanced hybrid
satellite/terrestrial systems. A hybrid network will allow a cell phone user io use a cell phone on
existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative.

In order to provide both commercial service and a secondary communications system in the
event of a land-hased communications faiflure, licensees nrust have a robust capability.

As the FCC moves forward with the redistribution of spectram, I urge the Commission to
redistribute the remaining unassipned 2 GEz MSS spectrum oo a pre rata basis to the two
license holders who are warking diligently to fulfill the terms of their FCC license agreements on
a “2x10™ basis. This commumcations solution would help to provide the last line of defense for
any emergencies that could arise, nataral or otherwise, in a cost effective and secure manner,



The Honorable Kevin Martin
RE: IB Docket No. 05-221
September 29, 2005

Page Two

The FCC should move forward quickly so that public safety has access to these advanced
satellite systems as soon as possible.

/ﬁ'//"

AM ]
Chief

AMIjrmjo

ce:  Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abemnathy
Commisgioner Jonathan 5. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Secretary of the Commission



City of Virginia Beach
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Septemnber 27, 2005

Honorable Kevin Martin, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12% 51, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

3 No. 05-221

Diear Chairman Martin;

Hurricane Katrina and other disasters have demonstrated that our nation’s
lelecommunications aystems are susceptible to widespread failure. In cases of
widespread failure of ouwr land-based communicalions systém, another form of
communication is available: satellite. However, very expensive user handsets and high
service fees make today’s satellite systems prohibitively costly for public safety agencies
and other first responders.

Ag a member of the City Council for the City of Virginia Beach, Virginia's most
populous city, | think it is imperative that we have access to a cost-effective and reliable
back-up to our existing public safety network. In order to overcome the high cost
typically associated with mobile zatellite systems, we are looking forward to the
availability of commercially provided advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems. A
hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell phone on existing cell towers or
to use & satellite network if the cell phone networlk is inoperative.

In order to provide both commercial service and a secondary communications system in
the event of a land-based communrications failure, licensees must have a robust

capability.
As the FOC moves forward with the redistribution of spectrum, | urge the Commission to

redistribute the remaining unassigned 2 GHz M85 spectrum on a pro rara basis to TMI
Communications and Company Limited Parinership, which is affiliated with TerreStar

15 LAKE CHABSTOPHER DETYVE, VIFGIRIA BESDH, WA 23406



Metworks Ine., and 1C0 Global Communications (Holdings) on 2 *2x 10" basis, This
communications solution would help 1o provide the last line of defense for any
emergencies that could arize, natural or otherwise, in a cost effective and secure manner,
The FCC should move forward quickly so that public safety has access to these advanced

satellite systems as soon as possible.
Your attention to this matter is more than appreciated.

&i Iy,

Bob Dyer ﬂ?ﬂ/

Wirginia Beach City Council
District 1 - Centerville

Ce: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abemathy
Commissioner Jonathan 8, Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Secretary of the Commission



Town of Wimdermere
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/26,2005
Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th 5., S W.
Washington, D.C, 20554

B Docket Mo, 05-221
Dear Chairmean Martin:

Hurricane Katrina has demonstrated that our nation’s Homeland sceurity
communications systems are susceptible to widespread failure in light of natural and
other disasters. Tn every case of widespread failure of our land-based communications
system, ancther form of communications is always available: satellite. However, very
expensive user handsets and high service fees make todey”s satellite sysiems
prohibitively costly for public safety agencies.

As Town Manager and Director for Emergency Response for the Town of
Windermere, FL., T think it is imperative that we facilitate a cost-effective, secure,
widespread, and reliable public safety network, In order to overcome the high cost
typically associated with mobile sateliite systems, we are looking forward to the
availability of advanced hybrid satellive/temrestrial systems. A hybrnd network will allow
a cell phone user to use a cell phone on existing cell towers or 1o use a satellite network if
the cell phone network is inoperative.

Current licensess will be ahle to deliver both affordable commercial mobile
satellite service (“MSS™) to millions of Americans in rural and underserved areas, and
offer a “back-up” communications system should our current Homeland Security system
fail. However, in order to provide both commereial service and act as a sscondary
communications system in the event of a communications failure, T believe current
licensees must be given adequate bandwadth.



As you move forward with the redistribution of spectrum, I urge the Comimission

1o redistribute the remaining unassigned 2 GHe MBS on a pro rata basis to
TMI/TemreStar Networks Inc., and ICO Satellite Services on a *“2x10" basis, This

communications solution would help to provide the last line of defense for any
emergencies that could arise, natural or otherwise, in & cost effective and secure ranmer.

Sincerely,

Ay kzé}..m

Cecilia Bernier
Town Manager

Ce;  Commissioner Abemathy
Commissioner Adelstein
Commissioner Copps
Secretary of the Commission



HENDRY COUNTY
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County Administrator
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Honorable Kevin Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docket No. 05-221

Dear Chairman Martin;

Hurricane Katrina has demonstrated that our nation’s Homeland security
communications systems are susceptible to widespread failure in light of natural and
other disasters. In every case of widespread failure of our land-based communications
system, another form of communications is always available: satellite. However, very
expensive user handsets and high service fees make today’s satellite systems
prohibitively costly for public safety agencies.

As County Administrator, I think it is imperative that we facilitate a cost-
effective, secure, widespread, and reliable public safety network. In order to overcome
the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite systems, we are looking forward to
the availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems. A hybrid network will
allow a cell phone user to use a cell phone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite
network if the cell phone network is inoperative.

Current licensees will be able to deliver both affordable commercial mobile
satellite service (“MSS”) to millions of Americans in rural and underserved areas, and
offer a “back-up” communications system should our current Homeland Security system
fail. However, in order to provide both commercial service and act as a secondary
communications system in the event of a communications faiture, I believe current
licensees must be given adequate bandwidth.
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September 16, 2005

FCC Chairman Kevin Martin

Federal Communications Commission
445 12t Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

| am writing on behalf of the Ohio Department of Public Safety, Divisions of Homeland Security, Emergency Management
and State Highway Patrol to address an item on the Commission’s agenda that could considerably advance public safety
interests. Let me first congratulate you on your demonstrated commitment to public safety as evidenced by your recent E-
911 order - your signal that public safety is of paramount importance is significantly appreciated in our community.

Fortunately, we understand that you may have another opportunity to advance public safety interests. Specifically, we
understand that the Commission is determining whether to divide the remaining one-third of the 2 GHz mobile satellite
service (MSS) spectrum between two remaining satellite operators authorized to provide MSS in 2 GHz band; ICO Satellite
Services (ICO) and TMI Communications and Company Limited Partnership (TMI). We strongly support this outcome for
several reasons that are important to the public safety community which we represent.

First responders and law enforcement officials are in desperate need of affordable, ubiquitous, redundant and interoperable
communications systems. Fortunately, there exists a technological option that offers this promise — the use of satellite
spectrum along with ancillary terrestrial capacity to offer a full range of communications services. However, providers in this
space require sufficient spectrum to attract the necessary investment to develop and deploy powerful satellites while also
offering affordable handsets due to scope and scale. Accordingly, if the Commission has an opportunity to allocate the
remaining S-band spectrum to the entities that have already demonstrated a commitment to compete and offer these
services, it should do so as soon as possible.

Rural areas in particular would benefit greatly from this result as coverage in remote regions would be enhanced while the
cost of handsets would contemporaneously come down. Most importantly, the first responder community would have
available a redundant communications network which would be protected should terrestrial wireless services fail during a
terrorist event or natural disaster.

We strongly urge you to move expeditiously on the pending item referenced above. We thank you for your consideration of
our views and we commend you again for your demonstrated commitment to public safety.

Sincerely,

Khunirthtd 0 7l 0

Kenneth L. Morckel, Director
Ohio Department of Public Safety
Mission Statement

“to save lives, reduce injuries and economic loss, to administer Ohio’s motor vehicle laws and to preserve the safety
and well being of all citizens with the most cost-effective and service-oriented methods available.”
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As you move forward with the redistribution of spectrum, I urge the Commission
to redistribute the remaining unassigned 2 GHz MSS spectrum on a pro rata basis to
TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc., and ICO Satellite Services on a “2x10” basis. This
communications solution would help to provide the last line of defense for any
emergencies that could arise, natural or otherwise, in a cost effective and secure manner.

Sincerely,

Gt ot o

Lester B. Baird, Sr.
County Administrator

cc:  Commissioner Abernathy
Commissioner Adelstein
Commissioner Copps
Secretary of the Commission
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Honorable Kevin Martin

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docket No. 05-221
Dear Chatrman Martin;

Hurricane Katrina has demonstrated that our nation's Homeland security communications systems are susceptible to
widespread failure in Hght of natural and other disasters. In every case of widespread failure of our land-based
communications system, another form of communications is always available: satellite. However, very expensive user
handsets and high service fees make today's satellite systems prohibitively costly for public safety agencies.

In my capacity as Executive Director of the Maryland Troopers Association, Inc., [ think it is imperative that we facilitate
a cost-effective, secure, widespread, and reliable public safety network. In order to overcome the high cost typically
associated with mobile satellite systems, we are looking forward to the availability of advanced integrated
satellite/terrestrial systems. An integrated network will aliow a cell phone user to use a ceil phone on existing cell towers
or to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative.

Current licensees will be able to deliver both affordable commercial mobile satellite service ("MSS™) to millions of
Americans in rural and under served areas, and offer a "back-up" communications system should our current Homeland
Security system fail. However, in order to provide both commercial service and act as a secondary communications
system in the event of a communications failure, 1 believe current licensees must be given adequate bandwidth.

As vou move forward with the distribution of spectrum, I urge the Commission to allocate 20 MHz of 2 GHz MSS
spectrum on a pro rata basis fo TM1/TerreStar Networks Inc., and ICO Satellite Services respectively. This
communications solution would help to provide the last line of defense for any emergencies that could arise, natural or
otherwise, in a cost effective and secure manner.

Sincerely,

(G Qe

Robert J. Devers
Executive Director

ce: Commissioner Abernathy
Commissioner Adelstein
Commissioner Copps
Secretary of the Commission

MEeMiER OF NaTional TrooOPERS COALITION

1300 REISTERSTOWN ROAD, PIKESVILLE, MARYLAND 21208 (410) 653-3885 FAX (410) 653-0929 1-800-TROOPER
www.mdtroopers.org ¢ E-mail: troopers@erols.com
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September 15, 2005

Honorable Kevin Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th 5t 8. W.

Washington, [.C. 20554

1B Docket No. 05-221

Dear Chairman Martin:

Huwricane Katrina has demonstrated that our public safety communications systems are
susceptible to widespread failure.  In every case of widespread failure of our land-based
communications system, another form of communications is always available: satelliie. However,
very expensive user handsets and high service fees make today’s satellite systems prohibitively
costly for public safety agencies. Following Hurricane Katrina several private companies were in the
Gulf Coast area using satellite phones due to outages of land-based communications. This caused a
saturation of available satellite signals making the system nearly unusable.

In my capacity as Chief of Police, | think it s imperative that we facilitate a cost-c{fective,
secure, widespread, and reliable public safety network. In order to overcome the high cost typically
associated with mobile satellite systems, we are looking forward to the availability of advanced
integrated satellite/terrestrial systems, A hybrid network will &llow a cell phone user to use a cell
phone on existing cell towers or 1o use a satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative.

Hurricane Katrina has taught public safety that without adequate and reliable
communications, rumors, chaos and confusion will rule. Life and death decisions have to be made
based on reliable (and confirmable) information.  Without an adequate and funetioning
communications system in a disaster, mitigation and recovery is hampered and can be a major
contributing factor to loss of life and property,

Az you move forward with the distribution of spectrum, I urge the Conunission to allocate
20 MHz of 2 GHz MSS spectrum on a pro rata basis to TMITerreStar Networks Ine., and 1C0
Satellite Services respectively. This communications solution would have helped to provide the
defense needed during Hurricane Katrina and could be the last line of defense for any emergencies
that could arise, natural or otherwise, in a cost effective and secure manner,

Sincerely,

Jeff LeDuff

Cer Commissioner Abemathy
Commissioner  Adelstein
Commissioner Copps
Secretary of the Conumission
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September 15, 2005

Honorable Kevin Martin

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docket No. (05-221

Dear Chairman Martin:

Hurricane Katrina has demonstrated that our nation’s Homeland security
communications systems are susceptible to widespread failure in light of natural and
other disasters. In every case of widespread failure of our land-based communications
system, another form of communications is always available: satellite. However, very
expensive user handsets and high service fees make today’s satellite systems
prohibitively costly for public safety agencies.

In my capacity as President of the Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police, I think
it is imperative that we facilitate a cost-effective, secure, widespread, and reliable public
safety network. In order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile
satellite systems, we are looking forward to the availability of advanced hybrid
satellite/terrestrial systems. A hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell
phone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is
inoperative.

Current licensees will be able to deliver both affordable commercial mobile
satellite service (“MSS8™) to millions of Americans in rural and underserved areas, and
offer a “back-up” communications system should our current Homeland Security system
fail. However, in order to provide both commercial service and act as a secondary
communications system in the event of a communications failure, [ believe current
licensees must be given adequate bandwidth.
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As you move forward with the distribution of spectrum, I urge the Commission to
atlocate 20 MHz of 2 GHz MSS spectrum on a pro rata basis to TMI/TerreStar Networks
Inc., and ICO Satellite Services respectively. This communications solution would help
to provide the last line of defense for any emergencies that could arise, natural or
otherwise, in a cost effective and secure manner.

Sincerely,

R ———a

Chief Thomas Clemons
President

Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police

Cc:  Commissioner Abernathy
Commissioner Adelstein
Commissioner Copps
Secretary of the Commission




STATE OF ARIZONA
Office of Homeland Security
1700 W. WASHINGTON STREET
PHOENIX, AZ 85007
(602) 542-7030 Facsimile: (602) 364-1521

JANET NAPOLITANO FRANK F. NAVARRETE
GOVERNOR. DIRECTOR

August 19, 2005

FCC Chairman Kevin Martin

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

I am writing on behalf of Suzanne Mencer to address an item on the Commission’s
agenda that could considerably advance public safety interests. Let me first congratulate you on
your demonstrated commitment to public safety as evidence by your recent E-911 order — your
signal that public safety is of paramount importance is significantly appreciated in our
community

Fortunately, we understand that you may have another opportunity to advance public
safety interests. Specifically, we understand that the Commission is determining whether to
divide the remaining one-third of the two GHz mobile satellite service (MSS) spectrum between
two remaining satellite operators authorized to provide MSS in two GHz band; ICO Satellite
Services (ICO) and TMI Communications and Company Limited Partnership (TMI). We
strongly support this outcome for several reasons that are important to the public safety
community which we represent.

First responders and law enforcement officials are in desperate need of affordable,
ubiquitous, redundant, and interoperable communications systems. Fortunately, there exists a
technological option that offers this promise — the use of satellite spectrum along with ancillary
terrestrial capacity to offer a full range of communications services. However, providers in this
space require sufficient spectrum to attract the necessary investment to develop and deploy
powerful satellites while also offering affordable handsets due to scope and scale. Accordingly,
if the Commission has an opportunity to allocate the remaining S band spectrum to the two
entities that have already demonstrated a commitment to compete and offer these services, it
should do so as soon as possible.

Rural areas in particular would benefit greatly from this result, as coverage in remote
regions would be enhanced while the cost of handsets would contemporaneously come down. -
Most importantly, the first responder community would have available a redundant
communications network which would be protected should terrestrial wireless services fail
during a terrorist event or natural disaster.



Chairman Martin
August 19, 2005
Page Two

We strongly urge you to move expeditiously on the pending item referenced above. We
thank you for your consideration of our views, and we commend you again for your
demonstrated commitment to public safety.

Regards,

7%‘%»? m%%/‘

Frank F. Navarrete, Director
Office of Homeland Security

FFN/sm
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE
MAJOR CITIES CHIEFS ASSOCIATION
NATIONAL SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION

MAJOR COUNTY SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION

August 15, 2005

Chairman Kevin Martin

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ St. S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: IB Docket 05-221

Dear Chairman Martin:

We are writing on behalf of the IACP, MCC, NSA, and MCSA to address an item on the
Commission's agenda regarding mobile satellite services.

Specifically, we understand that the Commission is determining whether to divide the
remaining one-third of the 2 GHz mobile satellite service (MSS) spectrum between two
remaining satellite operators authorized to provide MSS in the 2 GHz band; ICO Satellite
Services (ICO) and TMI Communications and Company Limited Partnership (TMI).

As we understand it, this outcome could provide some benefits for public safety, to the extent
that these providers are able to provide integrated satellite and terrestrial services for future
public safety communications.

Therefore, we recommend that the Commission give consideration to the possible public
safety benefits of this proposal.

Respectfully,

Chief Joseph G. Estey, President Sheriff James A. Karnes, President
International Association of Chiefs of Police Major County Sheriffs’ Association
Chief Harold L. Hurt, President Sheriff Ted Sexton, President
Major Cities Chiefs Association National Sheriffs’ Association

For further information, contact:
Harlin R. McEwen, (607) 257-1522, chiefhrm@Ieo.gov
Chairman, IACP Communications & Technology Committee; Communications Advisor, MCC, NSA, MCSA
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The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., 8. W,

Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docket No. 05-221

Dear Chairman Martin:

As CEO of the Cedar Rapids Area Association of REALTORS, I want to discuss communica-
tions and the lack of consistent cell coverage in the Cedar Rapids area and throughout lowa. 1 represent
800 REALTORS in the Cedar Rapids Area and we strongly urge that the Commission put a strong em-
phasis on solutions that will support broadband coverage in rural parts of America. Despite significant
cell coverage, rural and underserved areas still have inadequate coverage.

In order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite systems, we are
looking forward to the availability of advanced integrated satellite/terrestrial systems. This assures vir-
tually every location in the U.5. will receive broadband access, especially rural and underserved areas.
Moreover, this technology would perfect for REALTORS who constantly use their cell phones for busi-
ness.

Mot only could this approach allow for communications to and from virtually any outdoor loca-
tion, it could also allow first responders to have an affordable, ubiquitous, redundant and interoperable
communications system so crucial to homeland security.

| understand that the Commission will soon determine whether to divide the remaining one-third
of the 2 GHz mobile satellite service (“MS5™) spectrum between TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc.
(*TerreStar™) and 1CO Satellite Services (“1C0O™) or take another approach.

I strongly urge the FCC to move expeditiously on this item and support the allocation of this
spectrum on a “2x10" basis to these two satellite operators that have already demonstrated a commit-
ment to compete and offer these services. Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Sincerely,

Jay lverson
CEQ
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The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.\W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

IB Docket No. 05-221
Dear Chairman Martin:

It has come to my attention that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has set as one of its
highest priorities efforts to accelerate developing broadband access in America. In my capacity as President
of the Montana Association of REALTORS®, | urge that the FCC place strong emphasis on solutions that
will support broadband coverage in rural parts of America. Despite significant broadband coverage
throughout the U.S., many areas such as Montana still have inadequate coverage. | believe that the satellite
industry, because of its ability to provide service everywhere, is one sector which can play a vital role in
bringing broadband to millions more Americans who do not have it.

I understand technology exists which will allow cell phones to receive a signal from either a cell tower or a
satellite. In order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite systems, we are
looking forward to the availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems. A hybrid network will allow
a cell phone user to use a cell phone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if the cell phone
network is inoperative or nonexistent. This assures virtually every location in the U.S. will receive broadband
access, especially rural and underserved areas such as Montana. Moreover, this technology would be
perfect for REALTORS® who rely heavily on their mobile phones to run their businesses.

I understand that the FCC will soon determine whether to divide the remaining one-third of the 2 GHz
mobile satellite service spectrum between TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc. and ICO Satellite Services, or take
another approach. | strongly urge the FCC to move expeditiously on this item and support the allocation of
this spectrum to these two satellite operators that have already demonstrated a commitment to compete
and offer these services.

Thank you for your consideration of my views.

Sincerely,
y /
. R - Ve
{)W"ﬁ/} /j&f-—/

President

Cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Secretary of the Commission Marlene H. Dortch

REALTOR® is a registered collective membership mark which may be used only by real estate professionals who are members of the
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and subscribe to its strict Code of Ethics. e








