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Fact Sheet:  
TerreStar, Mobile Satellite Services (MSS)  

and the 2 GHz Spectrum 
 
Background 
At the 1995 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-95), spectrum was formally allocated to a new 
technology called Mobile Satellite Services, or MSS.  This spectrum, in the “S-band,” made it possible for a 
new sector of the communications market to develop, and in 2000 the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) adopted rules for the spectrum and decided that it would be distributed pro rata among the licensees.  In 
2001, eight licensees were granted MSS spectrum, but over the next four years several of these companies lost 
their licenses after failing to meet their FCC milestones.  By 2005, only five of the original S-band licensees 
remained.   
 
Recently, Iridium LLC, the Boeing Company and Celsat America, Inc. surrendered their MSS spectrum 
licenses, leaving 40 MHz in the 2 GHz spectrum available for redistribution.  The FCC is in the process of 
deciding whether to redistribute the remaining bandwidth between TerreStar and ICO – the two original 
licensees who have met all the milestones and requirements; to redistribute the remaining MSS spectrum to 
new companies seeking entry into the market; or to allocate the spectrum to another service, such as traditional 
cellular. 
 
TerreStar and ICO are seeking an FCC decision to redistribute the remaining spectrum equally between them. 
 
About Mobile Satellite Services (MSS)/Ancillary Terrestrial Component (ATC) 
In order to use its allocation of MSS spectrum to bring reliable, high-quality and interoperable mobile 
communications services to key consumers, TerreStar has developed an integrated MSS/ATC communications 
system.   
 
MSS is a satellite system that sends signals to portable receivers, which can be placed on vehicles or inside 
small handsets, similar to today’s cell phones.  ATCs are tower-mounted antennas, which improve satellite 
phone service in areas where reception is blocked by terrain or buildings.  Unlike traditional cellular or satellite 
systems, an integrated MSS/ATC system will allow users to connect reliably from any location, no matter how 
remote or isolated.  Because satellites are not subject to ground conditions, they are not as susceptible to 
disruption as radios and cell towers in times of disaster – so an integrated system is an added insurance policy 
in the event of a communications failure.  
 
The FCC and MSS Spectrum Allocation 
It is essential that the U.S. have a unified vision to ensure reliable communications in times of emergency and 
for homeland security purposes, as well as for all Americans, wherever they live.  MSS/ATC is the technology 



 

 

that integrates our communications networks and provides instant, seamless mobile communications services – 
but it must have enough spectrum to function properly. 
 
The FCC is currently considering several options for distributing the 40 MHz of spectrum that recently became 
available:  

1. Allocate the spectrum equally to the two remaining licensees, TerreStar and ICO;  
2. Divide the spectrum between TerreStar, ICO and Inmarsat, a recent applicant; or 
3. Reallocate the spectrum to another service.   

 
It is crucial that the FCC go with option 1, thereby granting sufficient bandwidth to allow MSS to satisfy 
America’s growing communications needs.   
 
TerreStar and “2 x 10” Capability 
By dividing the available 40 MHz equally between TerreStar and ICO, the FCC will make “2 x 10” capability 
– 10 MHz of uplink capacity and 10 MHz of downlink capacity – possible.   
 
“2 x 10” allows enough bandwidth to guarantee robust voice and data services for first responders, underserved 
areas and the mobile communications consumer.  Because only 40 MHz of spectrum are currently available, 
and since “2 x 10” is the minimum required to supply adequate service, only two companies may be granted 
licenses.  As the only companies that have demonstrated a commitment to providing MSS, TerreStar and ICO 
should share the 40 MHz allocation equally.   
 
Who is TerreStar? 
TerreStar Networks Inc. is an emerging provider of advanced mobile satellite services in North America.  They 
are building and plan to operate an innovative and spectrum-efficient spot beam satellite in the 2 GHz 
frequency band, which will allow TerreStar to offer a diverse mix of high-bandwidth services including voice, 
circuit-switched and packet-switched data, fax and paging to subscribers utilizing mobile receivers, including 
handheld devices.  TerreStar’s integrated MSS/ATC network will effectively end the possibility of “dead 
zone” cell phone coverage by transitioning seamlessly between satellite and terrestrial resources.  The 
MSS/ATC service and equipment will be priced comparably to today’s cell phone service. 
 
TerreStar is the first-to-market company for MSS/ATC technology: its satellite, TerreStar-1, is under 
construction now and will be deployed in 2008.  When it is launched, TerreStar-1 will be the world's most 
powerful commercial mobile communications satellite, capable of providing coverage for the United States, 
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and Canada. 
 
TerreStar already has made substantial investments, has met all FCC milestones, and is committed to 
deploying MSS/ATC systems that will fill the communications needs that, after Hurricane Katrina, are now so 
clear.   



 

 

Benefits for Key Communications Consumers 
After Katrina and the failure of communications systems in the affected areas, one thing is obvious:  America 
must have sufficient and reliable communications available in times of crisis in order to save lives.  MSS is 
part of the solution – it provides communications that are fully survivable during even the worst disasters.  
This service will dramatically improve reliability and quality of coverage for first responders and law 
enforcement and for underserved and rural communities. 
First responders and law enforcement officials are in desperate need of reliable communications systems.  The 
FCC has an opportunity to allocate the remaining MSS spectrum to the companies that have already 
demonstrated a commitment to compete and offer these services – TerreStar and ICO – and an equally 
important opportunity to demonstrate its own commitment to homeland security and America’s emergency 
services. 
 
MSS will also provide affordable, sophisticated mobile voice and data services to consumers in traditionally 
underserved areas – especially rural parts of the country.  These areas are home to millions of Americans, and 
to industries, like agriculture and transportation, that form the backbone of our economy.  These communities 
and businesses alike will benefit immensely from the reliable mobile communications provided by MSS. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Fact Sheet: 
Timeline of S-Band Mobile Satellite Services (MSS) 

 
1992:  Following initial indications that demand would increase in L-band, the World Radiocommunication 

Conference (WRC-92) takes preliminary steps to allocate MSS spectrum in the S-band. 
 
1995:  MSS allocation in S-band is formally approved at WRC-95. 
 
1997:  The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) reallocates 70 MHz (2 x 35 of spectrum to MSS at 

1990-2025 MHz and 2165-2000 MHz, providing for relocation of broadcast auxiliary and fixed service 
incumbents by MSS entrants. 

 
Nine MSS applicants apply to provide S-band service to the U.S. 

 
2000:  FCC adopts service rules for the S-band and decides that the S-band spectrum will be distributed pro 

rata among the licensees.  
 
FCC expressly anticipates that some licensees may not actually build systems and that the spectrum 
they surrender could be redistributed to the remaining providers. 

 
2001:  S-band MSS authorizations are granted to eight entities; each licensee receives an initial 2 x 3.5 MHz 

assignment. 
 

FCC opens rulemaking to consider permitting MSS licensees to offer ancillary terrestrial component 
(ATC) service via reuse of satellite spectrum.  
 

2003:  Following cancellation of three MSS licenses, FCC reassigns some S-band spectrum to terrestrial 
wireless services but leaves 2 x 20 MHz for MSS.  

 
Spectrum assignments of remaining S-band providers are increased to 2 x 4 MHz. 
 
Over objections of wireless carriers, FCC adopts rules authorizing MSS licensees to offer ATC upon 
meeting certain satellite service prerequisites.  FCC explains that the terrestrial component will: 
 

• Enhance public safety 

• Ensure spectrum efficiency 

• Improve MSS coverage in urban canyons where satellite signal is blocked 

• Reduce costs of providing MSS 

• Strengthen competition in MSS markets  



 

 

2004:  MSV (L-band) is granted first ever authorization to provide ATC. 
 
2005:  FCC adopts reconsideration order affirming right of MSS licensees to offer ATC service. 
 

Verizon Wireless voluntarily drops its court appeal of the FCC’s 2003 ATC decision. 
 
Additional MSS carriers announce that they will apply for ATC authorization. 
 
Following additional license surrenders, two strong competitors for S-band spectrum emerge: 
TMI/TerreStar and ICO.  
 

• Each S-band carrier certifies continued milestone compliance 

• FCC proposes to redistribute at least some, and perhaps all, of available S-band spectrum to 
TMI/TerreStar and ICO; each provider could obtain up to 2 x 10 MHz 

• TMI/TerreStar publicly announces its intent to apply for ATC authorization at the earliest 
possible date 

 
 



 

 

Questions and Answers:  
Mobile Satellite Services (MSS) and the 2 GHz Spectrum 

 
 
What is Mobile Satellite Services (MSS)? 
MSS is a satellite system that sends signals to portable receivers, which can be placed on vehicles or inside 
small handsets, similar to today’s cell phones.  
 
What is Ancillary Terrestrial Component (ATC)? 
ATCs are tower-mounted antennas, which improve satellite phone service in areas where reception is blocked 
by terrain or buildings.   
 
What is an MSS/ATC integrated system? 
Unlike traditional cellular or satellite systems, an integrated mobile communications system will allow users to 
connect reliably from any location, no matter how remote or isolated.  Because satellites are not susceptible to 
disruption like radios and cell towers in times of disaster, an integrated system is an added insurance policy in 
the event of a communications failure.  Together, MSS and ATC form an integrated mobile communications 
system that will provide instant, seamless, ubiquitous coverage through satellite and earthbound resources. 
 
Why is MSS/ATC so important? 
It is essential that the U.S. have a unified vision to ensure reliable communications in times of emergency and 
for homeland security purposes, as well as for all Americans, wherever they live.  MSS/ATC is the technology 
that integrates our communications networks and provides reliable, quality, interoperable and ubiquitous 
mobile communications services. 
 
Why is the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) redistributing 2 GHz spectrum? 
In 2001, eight companies held FCC licenses for MSS spectrum.  Over the next four years, several failed to 
meet key requirements and lost their licenses.  Recently, Iridium LLC, the Boeing Company and Celsat 
America, Inc. surrendered their licenses for MSS spectrum and exited the marketplace, leaving 40 MHz in the 
2 GHz spectrum available for redistribution.  The FCC is in the process of deciding what to do with this 
remaining spectrum: (1) allocate the spectrum equally to the two remaining licensees, TerreStar and ICO; (2) 
divide the spectrum between TerreStar, ICO and Inmarsat, a recent applicant; or (3) reallocate the spectrum to 
another service.   
 
What is “2 x 10” capability?  Why should the 40 MHz be divided equally between TerreStar and ICO? 
 “2 x 10” capability – 10 MHz of uplink capacity and 10 MHz of downlink capacity – allows enough 
bandwidth to guarantee robust voice and data services for first responders, underserved areas, and the mobile 
communications consumer.  Because only 40 MHz of spectrum are currently available, and since “2 x 10” is 



 

 

the minimum to supply for adequate service, only two companies may be granted licenses.  As the only 
companies that have demonstrated a commitment to providing MSS, TerreStar and ICO should share the 40 
MHz allocation equally.   
 
Are there outside companies vying for this crucial spectrum? 
While TerreStar and ICO have long been part of the MSS spectrum licensing process, a company called 
Inmarsat recently filed for spectrum as well.  Given the late filing date, it is clear that Inmarsat is trying to act 
as a spoiler – stepping into the process at the last minute to seize some of 2 GHz spectrum with no 
demonstrable evidence that it intends to compete.  Inmarsat has neither made an investment in MSS nor has it 
announced any intention to build and operate an MSS system.   
 
Why shouldn’t the FCC allow additional competitors to enter the market at this time? 
To allow other companies the right to operate in this spectrum, the FCC would have to spread an already thin 
allocation of 40 MHz even thinner and force those who are already committed to the industry to decide which 
narrow slice of the available market they can serve – possibly at the expense of public safety. 
 
What advantages does TerreStar bring to the market? 
TerreStar is the first-to-market company that will develop, build and operate an innovative and efficient 
MSS/ATC integrated mobile communications system by 2008.  TerreStar already has made substantial 
investments, has met all FCC milestones, and is committed to deploying MSS/ATC systems that will fill the 
communications needs that, after Hurricane Katrina, are now so clear.   
 
Who will benefit most from MSS? 
First Responders/Homeland Security:  First responders and law enforcement officials are in desperate need of 
reliable communications systems.  MSS technology is part of the solution – it provides communications that 
are fully reliable and survivable during even the worst disasters.   
 
Consumers/Rural Community:  An integrated system will provide affordable, sophisticated mobile voice and 
data services to consumers in traditionally underserved areas – especially rural parts of the country.  
Underserved rural areas are home to millions of Americans, and to industries, like agriculture and 
transportation, that form the backbone of the American economy.  These communities, consumers and 
industries alike will benefit immensely from the reliable mobile communications provided by MSS. 

 

















Alaska Trucking Association 
3443 Minnesota Dr Anchorage, AK (907)-276-1149 

 
November 14, 2005 
 
The Honorable Kevin Martin 
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 

IB Docket No. 05-221 
 
Dear Chairman Martin: 
 
It has come to our attention that the FCC has set as one of its highest priorities efforts to 
accelerate developing broadband access in America.  In my capacity as President of the Alaska 
Trucking Association, I strongly urge that the Commission put a strong emphasis on solutions 
that will support broadband coverage in rural parts of America.  Despite significant broadband 
coverage throughout the U.S., many areas still have inadequate coverage.  We believe that the 
satellite industry, because of its ability to provide service everywhere, is one sector which can 
play a vital role in bringing broadband to millions more Americans. 
 
We understand technology exists which will allow cell phones to receive a signal from either a 
cell tower or a satellite. In order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile 
satellite systems, we are looking forward to the availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial 
systems.  A hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell phone on existing cell towers 
or to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative. This assures virtually every 
location in the U.S. will receive broadband access, especially rural and underserved areas. This is 
particularly important to many of our members who often travel through underserved areas. 

 
Not only could this approach allow for communications to and from virtually any outdoor 
location, it could also allow first responders to have an affordable, ubiquitous, redundant and 
interoperable communications system so crucial to homeland security.  

 
We understand that the Commission will soon determine whether to divide the remaining one-
third of the 2 GHz mobile satellite service (“MSS”) spectrum between TMI/TerreStar Networks 
Inc. (“TerreStar”) and ICO Satellite Services (“ICO”) or take another approach.   
 
We strongly urge the FCC to move expeditiously on this item and support the allocation of this 
spectrum on a “2x10” basis to these two satellite operators that have already demonstrated a 
commitment to compete and offer these services. Thank you for your consideration of our views. 

Sincerely, 
Alaska Trucking Association 
 
 
Michael Bell  
Director 
 
Cc:  Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
 Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
 Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
 Secretary of the Commission 
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November 8, 2005 
 
The Honorable Kevin Martin, Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 

IB Docket No. 05-221 
 
Dear Chairman Martin: 
 
 It has come to my attention that the FCC has set as one of its highest priorities efforts to accelerate developing 
broadband access in America.  In my capacity as Executive Director for the Alabama Recreation and Parks Association, I 
strongly urge that the Commission support solutions that will expand broadband coverage in rural parts of America.  
Despite significant broadband coverage throughout the U.S., many areas still have inadequate coverage.  I believe that the 
satellite industry, because of its ability to provide service everywhere, is one sector that can play a vital role in bringing 
broadband to millions more Americans. 
 

I understand technology exists which will allow cell phones to receive a signal from either a cell tower or a 
satellite. In order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite systems, we are looking forward to 
the availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems.  A hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell 
phone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative. This assures virtually 
every location in the U.S. will receive broadband access, especially rural and underserved areas.  

 
In light of the recent natural disasters that have occurred, I feel that pursuing the opportunity to enhance 

communication capabilities is of paramount importance.  Members of our association play critical roles in their local 
communities when disaster response is required. In fact many of our 650 member professionals from across Alabama 
volunteered their services to the coastal communities that were impacted by hurricane Katrina.  Further, a significant 
number of park and recreation facilities served as shelters following this storm, a task they perform whenever the need 
arises.  As we have learned the inability to maintain landline or current cell services played a significant role in delaying 
information and much needed disaster relief. 

 
I understand that the Commission will soon determine whether to divide the remaining one-third of the 2 GHz 

mobile satellite service (“MSS”) spectrum between TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc. (“TerreStar”) and ICO Satellite Services 
(“ICO”) or take another approach.   

 
I strongly urge the FCC to move expeditiously on this item and support the allocation of this spectrum on a 

“2x10” basis to these two satellite operators that have already demonstrated a commitment to compete and offer these 
services. Thank you for your consideration of my views. 

 
Sincerely, 

                
Paul A. Morton 
ARPA Executive Director 
 
Cc:  Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
 Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
 Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
 Secretary of the Commission 











 Southern Shrimp Alliance, Inc. 

 1078 Island Avenue 
Tarpon Springs, Florida  34689 

Phone: 727-934-5090   Fax:  727-934-5362 
 

 
October 25, 2005   

 
The Honorable Kevin Martin 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 

IB Docket No. 05-221 
 
Dear Chairman Martin: 
 
As you know, there is a matter before the Commission that involves Mobile Satellite Service 
(MSS). This MSS technology will allow mobile satellite-cell phones to receive a signal from a 
cell tower and a satellite. As Executive Director of the Southern Shrimp Alliance (SSA), an 
organization that has 2,500 members throughout eight states, I want the Commission to know 
that the SSA supports this technology and those companies who can quickly market this 
technology. Therefore, we support allocating 20 MHz of 2 GHz MSS spectrum on a pro rata 
basis to TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc., and ICO Satellite Services. 
 
MSS will virtually eliminate “dead zones,” which is very important for shrimp boats and their 
crews who are away from cell networks.  It is critical that we have a reliable communications 
network.  MSS would provide a new, critical life link for our offshore operations. 

 
Many of our members recently experienced Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and know the value of 
having reliable communications equipment.  I understand that MSS will be a back up 
communications system in the event of another disaster.  This is important in not only saving 
lives, but for restoring communities and getting people back to work.  

 
I urge the Commission to make its determination on this spectrum in the near future. The SSA 
strongly supports the allocation of this spectrum on a “2x10” basis to TerreStar and ICO.  Thank 
you for your consideration of our views. 

Sincerely, 

                    

John Williams 

 
cc:  Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
 Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
 Commissioner Michael J. Copps 



 Secretary of the Commission 



October 24, 2005 
 
The Honorable Kevin Martin 
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
IB Docket No. 05-221 
 
Dear Chairman Martin: 

I understand that the FCC has set as one of its highest priorities efforts to accelerate developing broadband access in 
America.  In my capacity as Executive Director for the South Dakota Cattlemen’s Association, I strongly urge the 
Commission to put a strong emphasis on solutions that will support broadband coverage in rural parts of America.  
Despite significant broadband coverage throughout the U.S., many areas still have inadequate coverage.  I believe the 
satellite industry, because of its ability to provide service everywhere, is one sector which can play a vital role in bringing 
broadband to millions more Americans. 

I understand technology exists which will allow cell phones to receive a signal from either a cell tower or a satellite. In 
order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile satellite systems, we are looking forward to the 
availability of advanced hybrid satellite/terrestrial systems.  A hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell 
phone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is inoperative. This assures virtually 
every location in the U.S. will receive broadband access, especially rural and underserved areas.  

Not only could this approach allow for communications to and from virtually any outdoor location, it could also allow 
first responders to have an affordable, ubiquitous, redundant and interoperable communications system so crucial to 
homeland security.  In addition, it would allow our agricultural producers and rural residents unequaled access to reliable 
communications to operate their businesses in an efficient and cost-effective manner. 

I understand the Commission will soon determine whether to divide the remaining one-third of the 2 GHz 
mobile satellite service (“MSS”) spectrum between TMI/TerreStar Networks Inc. (“TerreStar”) and ICO 
Satellite Services (“ICO”) or take another approach.   

I strongly urge the FCC to move expeditiously on this item and support the allocation of this spectrum on a 
“2x10” basis to these two satellite operators that have already demonstrated a commitment to compete and offer 
these services. Thanks in advance for your consideration. 

Best regards, 

 
 
 
Jodie Hickman Hettinger 
Executive Director 
 
Cc:  Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
 Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
 Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
 Secretary of the Commission 



















Chairman Kevin Martin 
October 13,2005 
Page 2 

investment in new communications technologies, especially next generation satellite systems, to 
ensure that we have the communications tools available to support public safety. Government 
can also expedite these new technologies by ensuring that they have access to sufficient 
resources to deliver services that Americans require. 

The FCC has the ability to assign the full compliment of spectrum in the 2 GHz band to existing 
licensees to provide sufficient capacity for emergency communications. Assigning any less 
spectrum will jeopardize the ability of these systems to support the critical next generation 
communications applications that are currently being developed. 

Aerospace States Association 
Lieutenant Governor, Alaska 













































Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police 
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September 15,2005 

Honorable Kevin Martin 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

IB Docket No. 05-221 

Dear Chairman Martin: 

Hurricane Katrina has demonstrated that our nation’s Homeland security 
communications systems are susceptible to widespread failure in light of natural and 
other disasters. In every case of widespread failure of our land-based communications 
system, another form of communications is always available: satellite. However, very 
expensive user handsets and high service fees make today’s satellite systems 
prohibitively costly for public safety agencies. 

In my capacity as President of the Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police, I think 
it is imperative that we facilitate a cost-effective, secure, widespread, and reliable public 
safety network. In order to overcome the high cost typically associated with mobile 
satellite systems, we are looking forward to the availability of advanced hybrid 
satellitdterrestrial systems. A hybrid network will allow a cell phone user to use a cell 
phone on existing cell towers or to use a satellite network if the cell phone network is 
inoperative. 

Current licensees will be able to deliver both affordable commercial mobile 
satellite service (“MSS”) to millions of Americans in rural and underserved areas, and 
offer a “back-up” communications system should our current Homeland Security system 
fail. However, in order to provide both commercial service and act as a secondary 
communications system in the event of a communications failure, I believe current 
licensees must be given adequate bandwidth. 



As you move forward with the distribution of spectrum, I urge the Commission to 
allocate 20 MHz of 2 GHz MSS spectrum on apro  rata basis to TMUTerreStar Networks 
Inc., and I C 0  Satellite Services respectively. This communications solution would help 
to provide the last line of defense for any emergencies that could arise, natural or 
othenvise, in a cost effective and secure manner. 

Sincerely, 

Chief Thomas Clemons 
President 
Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police 

Cc: Commissioner Abemathy 
Commissioner Adelstein 
Commissioner Copps 
Secretary of the Commission 







 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 
MAJOR CITIES CHIEFS ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION 

MAJOR COUNTY SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION 
 

August 15, 2005 
 
Chairman Kevin Martin 
Federal Communications Commission 
445  12th St. S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
 Re: IB Docket 05-221 
 
Dear Chairman Martin: 
 
We are writing on behalf of the IACP, MCC, NSA, and MCSA to address an item on the 
Commission's agenda regarding mobile satellite services. 
 
Specifically, we understand that the Commission is determining whether to divide the 
remaining one-third of the 2 GHz mobile satellite service (MSS) spectrum between two 
remaining satellite operators authorized to provide MSS in the 2 GHz band; ICO Satellite 
Services (ICO) and TMI Communications and Company Limited Partnership (TMI). 
 
As we understand it, this outcome could provide some benefits for public safety, to the extent 
that these providers are able to provide integrated satellite and terrestrial services for future 
public safety communications. 
 
Therefore, we recommend that the Commission give consideration to the possible public 
safety benefits of this proposal. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

Chief Joseph G. Estey, President 
International Association of Chiefs of Police  
 
Chief Harold L. Hurt, President  
Major Cities Chiefs Association  
 

Sheriff James A. Karnes, President 
Major County Sheriffs’ Association 
 
Sheriff Ted Sexton, President  
National Sheriffs’ Association  
 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
For further information, contact: 
Harlin R. McEwen,  (607) 257-1522,   chiefhrm@leo.gov 
Chairman, IACP Communications & Technology Committee; Communications Advisor, MCC, NSA, MCSA 





 






