
Mr. Dave Davis 
President and h e m \  Manager 
WMC-TV 
7 Linwlnn Square 

New Yo& New 1‘01% 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIClNAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOP 
BLACK ElSTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of U’ABC-TV to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed public service/news program to B half bur show in order to k r t  
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and SOlRetimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
oiighially allotted €or WABC-TVs lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensiw to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its mulhple award winning producer and hmt Gil Noble, has SeTVed its vicwe~s for over 
the last 34 years With h e l y  and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our communiiy. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomaiion within an hour: without 
having to resott to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemex Commission &led upon the 
media to provide water representation of people of color in general and the Black cornunity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this countq’s ethic diversity, ”Like It Is7 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
tele%isiou program in the U.S. (whit!? previously had given both U‘ABC-TV and the ABC N e i w k  
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africs itself 

Today, many of the gains that people of Aliican ancestry have made in media durmg the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and repre&math in h e  
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ”Lk It Is” is one of the only regnlarly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your statim’s decision to first 
by to eliminate the propm and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and d d i n g  trend. 

Again, I caIl upon you to return ‘‘=e It Is“ to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and GiI NobIe, I feel that if these reasonable requesh are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will enconrage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we. feel is your insensitivity to the audimce that “Like It Is” 
s m s .  And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
progimming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to i s  original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour fonnat in time for Black History mo& I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WKBC-TV 

New York, New 1’01% 10023 

FMMEDLATELY RETzlRN LIKE IT IS TO LIS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTB 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of U’ABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to I I  half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering. in the space 
OriginaUy allotted far WABC-Ws lone Black public affair5 pmgmn. 1 find the decision ai insult to our 
community, offensive to ow intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s pwducer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its view- for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the politid, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and selfkteetn to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, wvithout 
having to r e m  to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemex Comnussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing r.anouS issues and .iewpoints that make up this wunhy’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is’’ 
has offered a unique and most needed opportnnity for people to examine current affairs through 8n 

authentic African-American perspective. TQ date it is the longest running At i iq tn -Ainen~prodd  
tekvisioci program in the U.S. (uchich previously had given both H’ABC-TV and the ABC New&. 
considerable praise in the Black Fommunity) that has p r o d d  the largest body of program and 
documentaries in this couatry on the African experience in the US., Can- and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematiay reversed. Racial diversity in media onwinhip and representation m the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ’’Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled B W  progms 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with y m  station’s decision to first 
hy to e l i n a t e  the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and d d i n g  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to r e m  “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disley, an enfertainment conglomerate, owns AEC and its news and public affairs department. Wile I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, 1 feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure ria my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we. feel is your insensitivity to &e audience h t  ”Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black History Manth is fast approaching, and as ‘‘Like It Is” always does special 
p r o m  to honor tbis m o a  it is even more urgent bat you return the &os, to its o r i g d  hour 
immediately. 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

If this show is not returned to its one hour fonna! in time for Black History mo& I will , 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
w ABC-TV 

New York, NY 10023 
7 Lincoln Quare 

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOIJR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is’‘ I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to ‘h hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

: “Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
dwiine. The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TY, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 

Date 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public serviceinews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,? with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various iswes 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-&Y, coupled rvith your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return ”Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will enc.ourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 

Signature 

Address 

Date 



Dave Davis 
President and Genera\ Manager 
WAf3C-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

RETIJRN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is’‘ I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

: “Like It Is,? with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the medta to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is.& 
decljne. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-w, coupled with your station’s decisi.on to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

,.-- 

, 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whi 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audienc.e that P 

-. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is’‘ I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,’.? with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Americ.an 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
deqine. The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-w, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time fonnat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pqtaining to your insensitivity to the audienc.e that 
“Like It Is” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WAf3C-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOITR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is’‘ I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to L/Z hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many ofthe gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-’&J, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audienc.e that 
“Like It Is” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York. N Y  10023 

RETIJRN LIRE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOIJR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to !h hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

‘2ike It Is,? with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the m e l a  to provide geater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Americ.an 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-Q.’, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my- 
purchasing power. And I will enc.ourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audienc.e that 
“Like It Is” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

wmc-rv 

RETTJRN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to ‘/z hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

.:- “Like It Is,’? with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the meda to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
dectine. The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-&V, coupled with your station’s decisian to first try to eliminate the 
pkogram and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
wmc-TV 
7 Lincoln square 
New York, NY 10023 

RETlJRN LIRE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to ‘/z hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

5:: “Like It Is,? with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which 
called upon the meda to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amerkan 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
deqine. The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-T&, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to sfash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 

Date 
c 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

WABC-TV 

RETIJRN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is’‘ I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to ‘4 hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,’: with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amenc.an 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
dectine. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-T@, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 

Address 
I n9&. u. 
01 17 o< 

Date ( 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

WABC-TV 

RETlJRN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to ‘/z hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,’? with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the m e l a  to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an Afric.an American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of prograins and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like it  Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-W, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my coinmunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audienc.e that 
“Like It Is” serves. 

Date Date 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
w mc-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

RETURN LIRE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,’: with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an Afric.an American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many o f  the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
dq ine .  The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-T@/, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 

O W - -  



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

WABC-TV 

RETIIRN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is’‘ I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

’:~. “Like It Is,? with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
d d j n e .  The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-Tg, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to dash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is“ to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. . There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

RETIiRN LIKE ZTISTO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOlJR FOWfAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to 5/2 hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

:~ “Like It Is,? with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Americ.an 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
dectine. The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled BLack programs 
produced at WABC-&V, coupled with your station’s decision. to tint try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the timeformat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 

,.. 



Dave Davis 
President and Genera\ Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New Yorli, NY 10023 

RETIMN LIRE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORICIAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of’“Like It Is“ I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to ‘A hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,’’ with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the m e l a  to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many o f  the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-QJ, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serve A. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WMC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New Yo&, NY 10023 

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOIIR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of”Like It Is’‘ I am outraged at the decision of WAEK- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to ‘h hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

Y ‘$Like It Is,? with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
’, public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 

cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the meda to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this countq’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of prograins and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
d 4 i n e .  The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-T@, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to e h i n a t e  the 
program and then to slash the time fonnat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return ”Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will enc.ourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 

A Signature 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

RETIIRN LIKE IT IS TO 1TS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is’’ I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to 55 hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

: “Like It Is,’; with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Americ.an 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of prograins and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
dd jne .  The fact that “Like It Is” is one of-the only regularly scheduled Black programs, 
produced at WABC-@I, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln square 
New York. NY 10023 

RETllRh’ LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HODR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public. serviceinews show to L/2 hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

., “Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
... public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 

cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
dd jne .  The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-’&V, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 

Date 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Managex 
WABC-TV 

7 Lincolnn Square 
New Yo& New 'I'ork 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL EOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong suppxter of 'Like It Is", I 8m Mmaged at the decision of U'MjC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half how shorv in onler tu insert 
"Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and Sometimes situation wmedy Meting, in the space 
originally allotted far WA3C-TV's lone Black public afFai~ program. I lind the decision an insult to ow 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the pmgram's pmdw. 

"L i i  It Is", with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, bas sened its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, eumomic and cuttlnal issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self- to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capaaty and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new weekio-week serial context The historic Kmer  Conmussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this couutry's ethnic dimity, "Like It 1s- 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine eunent affairs throw& an 
authentic African-Ameriic~n perspective. TQ date it is the longest d g  Afiican-AmeicCao prdwed 
teelevision program in the U.S. (which pre,reViously had d.wn both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black Community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this comhy on &e African experience in the US., Caribbean and ewn Africa its&. 

Today, many of the gaios that people of African ancestry haw made in media during the p t  three 
~~J.x%x are being systematically reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representarion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station's decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
a n d d d i n g t r e n d .  

Again, I call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its new and public affii d e m e n t .  While I 
will always support "Like It Is" and GI Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other v q ~ +  to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will enconrage others to do the same. Thae are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that "Like It Is" 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approach&, and as "Ijke It Is" always does special 
progammirg to honor this month, it is e m  more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one how format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: h e  M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 LincolnnSquare 
New Yo& New York 10023 

LMMEDUTELY RETURN LIKE fFlS TO 11s ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK Hl!5TORY MONTLf 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of ”Like It Is”, I am ~ u t ~ ~ g e d  at the decisioo of U’ABC-TV to cut 
the format of ttiis highly esteemed public Servicetnews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff“, a quasi sports. ente*inment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted far W A X - W s  lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to ow 

%&e It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host GI Noble, bas saved its viewem for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
OUT lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the p r o p  is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and Contirmity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new weeli-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representatiOn of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up t i i s  country’s ethnic diversity, *Lke It Is* 
has offered a unique and most Reeded opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic Afrisao-American M v e .  To date it i s  the longest running t&&n-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had g k n  both W W - T V  and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black oommunity) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in ~ country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa irself 

community, c.ffells;ve to OUT intelligena, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anseshy have made in media dm-q the past thee 
decades are being systematically reversed Racial diversity in media on.nenhip and repmentation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Lilce It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black p r o m  
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to fist 
try to eliminate the program and then m lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, fight- 
andd-iirend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an enmtakment conglomente. owns ABC and its news and public affairr department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel tfiat if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my comnnmity 
can register its displeasure pataini to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
s m .  And as Black H i s t q  Month is fast approaching, and as %e Jt Is” always does special 
programming to honor thismonth, it is evenmore qenrtharyou r e t m  the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not Rhrmcd to its one hour fonnat in time for Black History monk I wil l  
\vithout h e s i  use tfu: options d o r d  above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Cochair Disney Media Netwok,  Dabid Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New Yo& New Yod 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN L I E  fl IS TO ITS ORIGlNAL HOUR FORMAT lN TlME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY BfONTH 

As a regular Viewer a d  stmng supporter of “Lie  It Is”, I am ouhaged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicelnews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
‘%side Stuff“, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
onginsly allotted for WABC-Ws lone Black pubiic affain pmgmm. I liud the decision an insult to oltr 
community, offensive to OUT intelligence, and humiliating to the pmgram’s pducer. 

%I& It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has s e d  its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, CUMomic and 4hual issues that shape 
our lives and brings @de and self-esteem to our Community. I find the dedsion to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and contim&y to provide thorough idmuation within an hour, withont 
having to resort to a new w d t o - w e e k  serial context. ?he historic Kernex Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater represeatation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this counhy’s ethnic diversity, “Like It 1s- 
has offered a unique and most needed opporhmity for people to examine aurent affairr through. an 
authentic African-American p @ v e  TQ date it is tlie longest Nnning Afrkm-Amencan produd 
television prom in the US. (which previously had give0 both WAK-TV and tk ABC N m r k  
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the hugest body of programs and 
documentaries in this couhy on the African experience in the U S ,  Caribbeau and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that p p l e  of African ancestry haw made. in media 
decades are being systemaiidy reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and r e p d o n  in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fict that ”Lk It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a wed; coupled with yow statim’s deckion to fist 
by to eliminate the progran and then in lieu of that slash &e time format, reneds a dangerous, fightenhg 
a n d d W i m d .  

Again, I call upon you to xturn “Like It Is?’ to its original hour formaf. We are very much aware that 
Disley. an entertaimnent conglomerate, owns AEK and its news and public &a& department. While I 
will always support “like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network view& habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the m e .  There are many ways in which my comm~ty 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It IS* 
serves. And as Black History Manth is fast a p p r d g ,  and as ‘‘Like 3t Is” always does special 
propmmhg to honor this month, it is e m  m e  Urgent mat you return the show to its o r i p a l  hour 
Mmediately. If this &ow is not returned to its one hour format in h e  fw Black History month, I will 
without hesiion use the options mentioned above. 

the past three 

u 
cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Cochair Disney Media Nehrorks; David Stem, Commissiouer of the NBA 



he Essex County Anti-Violence Coalition 
c/o East Coast Bad Boyz M.C. 

Newark, New Jersey 07102 
374 Mulberry Street, 

Ten-City Tour Sponsorship Form 

Today’s Date ECAVC Rep. - 

Name of Sponsor - 

Address 

Phone Fax ~~ 

Ernail Address - -- 

Please note, the sole purpose of collecting the sponsor’s information is to ensure that 
thank you cards, note, or progress reports can be properly directed. 

Your personal information will not be shared with any other 
individual or organization for the purpose of solicitation. 

Please olace a check mark in front of the amount of your sponsorship. 

$250.00 __ $200.00 ~ $150.00 ___ $100.00 

$75.00 

Cash 

$50.00 ___ $25.00 ~ Other 

Method of Payment 

Moneyorder __ Check # 

Please make check or money order payable to: 

The Brick City GM Crew 
Memo: For ECAVC Tour 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 



Mr. Dave Davis 
Presideat and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
1 IinmhSquare 

New Yo& New Yo& 10023 

JMMEDUTELY RETURN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL EOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a r&ar viewer and strong supporter of "Like It Is", I am outraged at the decision of WMC-Tv to cut 
the fonnst ofthis highly esteemed public servioelnews program to ahalfhow show in order to insert 
"Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertaiment and sometimes situation comedy offering in the space 
originally all- far WAEK-Ws lone Black public affairs pmgram I find the decision an insult to ow 
community, offensive to our intelligenoe, and humiliating to the pngram's pmducer. 

'%I& It Is", with its multiple award winning producer and bast Gil Noble, bas served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, econOmic and dhnal issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our Community. I find the decision to rednce the progam is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thoroogh infamaiion within an hour, rvithout 
having to m a  to a new week-@-week serial context. The historic Kemm Commission cailed upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in g& and the Black commudty in 
part idar by airing various issues and viewpoints &at make up this country's ethic diwty,  "Like It Is" 
has offered a unique and most needed opportnnity for people to examine ament affairs throngh an 
autttezltic A f r i c a n - h ~ c m  perspective. TO date it is the longest nmkg Afiiw-heriw PrQdUoed 
television pmgram in the US. (which previously had given both W M - T V  and &e ABC New& 
considerable praise in the Black community) that hss produoed the largest body of prognuns and 
donrmentaries in this country on the Africa~~ experience in the U.S., Can%,bean and even Africa itseK. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceshy have made in media dunng &past three 
decades are being systematidly reversed. Racial diversity in media ownershjp and representaton in &e 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact tbat "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
p r o d d  at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with ywr station's decision to first 
try to eliminate the p m p m  and then in lieu of that slash the time fonnat, reflects a rlangmus, frightening 
and d d q  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney. an -eut conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public &in depattment. While I 
will always support "Like It Is" and GI Noble, I feel tfrat if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find otha ways to express my displeasure via my n&&k viewing hahits and my 
pnrchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are maoy ways in which my community 
cao register its dspleasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that "Like It Is" 
senres. And as Black History Manth is fast approaching, and as ' l ike It Is" always does s p e d  
Programming to honor this month, it is evenmore urgent thar you relurn tfie show to its original hour 
-1y. If tfiis show is not ntumcd to its one hour format in time fix Black Hist~ ly  month, I will 
rvithout hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-€hair Disney Media Networks; David Stem Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
president and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 h m h  Square 
New Yo& New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDIATELY mmm L r m r r I s T o  ITS ORIGINAL EOUR FORMAT LN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY niom 

As a regular viewer and strong suppgrter of "Like It Is", I tun ouhaged at the de&iw of WMC-IV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public senicemews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
"Inside SiufY, a quasi sports, entertainmeut and sometimes situatioacomedy offerin& m the space 
origioaUy dotted far WABC-TV's lone Black puMic affairs program. I find the decision an iasult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program's producer. 

"Lii. It Is", with its mnltiple award winning p r W  and host Gii Noble, has sened its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, econOmic a d  d d  issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esreem to our Cammunity. I fiud the decision to reduce the p r o w  is 
an attempt to diminish its capaciiy and cohmity to provide thorough infowaton within an hwr, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer (kmnussioa celled upou the 
media to provide 5eater representation of people of color in general and the Bla& commnnity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up (his amby's ethnic diversity, "Like It 1s- 
has offed a unique and most needed opporhmity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective To date it is the longest running African-American p r s d u c e d  
television p r o m  in the U.S. (which previously had give0 Imth WABC-TV and the ABC Nehwrk 
considerable praise in the Black ummunity) that has p m d d  the largest body of program and 
documentaries in this c o w  on the AFiican experience in the U.S., C a n i  and even Mica iw. 

Today, many of the gains that people of ficanancestryhave madeinmedia dmng the past tbree 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racii diversity in media ouwmbip and represenmion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly schtdued Bladr programs 
produced at SVABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station's decision to fist 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, rdleds a dangerous, iiightening 
and d i i i  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format We are very much aware that 
Dmey, an enmtahment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affii depattment. While I 
will always support "Like It Is" and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to fmd other ways to express my displeasure via my netw& tiewing hahits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my commnnity 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that -Like It IS* 
serves. And as Black Histay Month is fast approaching, and as "Like It Is" always does special 
programming to honor this m o a  it is emmore  lngcnt that y w  return the show to its original hour 
W i e l y .  If this show is not returned to its one how format in time for Black Hisio~y monttL I will 
witbout hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: h e  M S m v ,  Co-Chair Dimey Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 


