
Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
New Yo&, NY 10023 

WABC-TV 

RETURN LlKEITIS T O  ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter &‘Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WA13C- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with Its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysts of the political, economic and 
cultural issues f h f  skqx our lives. Seriiing the mandate offhe Kerner Commission, which 
cdied upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity fm people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversify in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
dectine. The fact that ‘‘Like It Is” is onc of the only Black programs produccd at WABGTV, 
coupled with your stat-ion’s decision to first try to eliminate the progm and then to slash the 
time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to p u r  insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” seives. 

Y 

Bate 
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WABC-TV 

RETURN LIKE ITTIS TO iTS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMATI 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public fur the past 34 years with timely and criticat analysis of the potitical, economic and 
cultural issues &hat shape our lives. Setviing tke mandare of tke Kemer Commission, which 
cdied upon the m d a  to provide greater representation of people of color and fhe v;uious issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is thelongest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of progams and documentaries on Btack Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
dcclinc. Thc fact that “Like It Is’’ is one ofthe only Black pmgrams produced at WABC-TV, 
coupled with yow station’s decision to first try to eliminate the prqgatn and tken to slash the 
time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request Is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to p u r  insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It IS” ~ e r . ~ e s .  
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President and &enemf Mhager 

RETURK LIgE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAR 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like it Is” I am outraged at the decision of WMC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical anatysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Sewing the mandate offhe Kemer Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered B unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversify in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like ft Is” is om of the only Black pmgratm produced at WABC-TV, 
mupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the p r w  and then to slash the 
time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like it is” ewes. 
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RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of.‘Lke It Is” 1 am outraged at the decrsion of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insultingl 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Nobfe, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mafidafe of the Kerner Cbmmission, wh&h 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this c o ~ ~ ~ ~ t r y ’ s  ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African America 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television progrtam in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to f i s t  try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I wifl always support this program, if this reasonable requcst is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network vielhiing habits and iny 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can registef its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
‘-Like It IS” s e n e .  
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RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of ”Like ft Is” I am outraged at the dec.ision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public senJice!news show to Y i  hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

‘*Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate ofthe Kerner Commission, &ch 
called upon the meda to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed omrtunity for people io examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television proyam in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the onIy regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
prograin and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am vay aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewmg habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can registet its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It fS” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
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RETIJRh’ L l g E I T I S  TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to ‘A hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 31 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic. and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandafe of the Kernei Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of peopIe of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed omrtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on BBck Americans. 

Today ntany of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media 0wnershi.p and representation in th.e news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ‘*Like It Is” is one of the onIy regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is“ to its original how format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to expraqs my displeasure via my network viewhg habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
iny community can register its displeasure p e d n i n g  to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It IS” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
New Yo& NY 10023 

WAEC-TV 

RETtJRN LIKE? IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong suppmter of ”Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to !4 hour, in order te expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

‘Like It Is,“ with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandafe ofthe Kerner Commission, which 
called upon tfie medta to provide greater representatioo of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms i s  in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s dec.ision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return ”Like It Is“ to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register‘ its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It I$” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New Yurk, NY 10023 

RETT;RFr' Lih3  IT is TO ITS ORIGEVAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of"Like It Is" I am outraged at the decision of &ARC- 
7'V to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

'Eike lt Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 yertis with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic avd 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate ofthe Kerner Commission, which 
called upon ttie media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country's ethnic diversity, "Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amerkan 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television pri?gmm in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms i s  in 
decline. The fact that "Like It Is'' is one of the onIy regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station's decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. 1 am very aware that 
Disney owns ,4BC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, 1 will find other ways to express my dispIeasure via my network viewing habits nr~d my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in  which 
my community can register its hspleasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
"Like It Is" serves. 

1%- f -  OY - 
Bate 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
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RETURFJ LIKE mrs TO iTs  ORIGINAL I HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public sen-icenews show to !/z hour, in order to expand 
the time aliotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

‘Eike It Is,” with its award \&ning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 31 years with timely and criticai analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the varjous issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest mnning Afiican American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooins is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, ifthis reasonable request i s  not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community cai register its dsp lwure  pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves~ 



Dan Coughtin 

Pacifica Foundation National Ofice 
Executive Director 

1925 Martin Luther King Jr Way 
Berkeley, CA 94704 

This is a letter of support on behalf of WBAI’s Don Rojas and Bernard White. 

I am most disturbed by the current tensions that have surfaced at WBAI and I view this as 
nothmg more than the ongoing ploy of an extreme right wing agenda to thwart revolutionary 
voices, especially when those voices belong to people of color. 

WBAI is currently one of the most diverse institutions in the whole tri-state area, and probably 
one of the most diverse in the country. Its programming deals with a wide range of issues that 
are either under reported or completely ignored by the mainstream media. So the accusations 
that the station is “too black,” that there isn’t enough diversity or that it is practicing “hate 
radio,” are completely unfounded! 

And as for the accusations that the station is losing listeners due to the incompetency of 
management, the Arbitron ratings show otherwise. The Arbitron numbers indicate show that 
listenership for WBAI is the highest in its history. But more importantly, I maintain that Peace 
and Justice radio should not be based on popularity contests. The history of this country is ripe 
with examples of social atrocities that have been allowed to fester in large part because of the 
indifference of the masses and the dereliction ofjournalists. I am glad that presently WBAI is 
not following that trend. However, I fear that if were left to certain individuals involved with the 
station that it would soon follow in the footsteps of its right wing counter parts. Sadly to say, I 
feel that the real issue that underlies the tensions is not about mismanagement, but rather about 
the color of those in management positions. 

I support the vision of Don Rojas and Bernard White. And I feel that Don Rojas’ resignation as 
General Manager will be a tembIe loss to WBAI and its listeners in the tri-state area. It is my 
hope that he decides to stay. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New York, N’i 10023 

RETIJRIV LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 AOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“LiEte It Is” I am outraged at the decision ot‘WAI-3C- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehws show to !~$ hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has sewed the ..tmerican 
public for the past 31 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural Issues rhat shape our lives. Serving the miindate offhe Kerner Commission, i v t ~ i c h  
called upon the me&a to provide greater representation of‘ people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic divenity, “Like it 1s” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amcrii:.;m 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television pi(>graln in 
the LIS and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of cofor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like it Is“ to its original hour format. I am very a w r e  that 
Disney oum ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request i s  not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habit;; and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 
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Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
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New Yurk, NY 10023 

RETIJR3 LIRE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of ”Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to Vi hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like lt  Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Nobk, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic. and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandafe ofthe Kerner Cammission, $&h 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various jssues 
and viewpoints that make up this co~@$s ethnic diversity, “Like It 1s” has offered a unique and 
most needed omrtunity for people to examine current afyairs through an African America 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans, 

Today many of the gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in th.e news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time foniiat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is*’ to its original hour format. 1 am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request i3 not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewmg habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
m y  community can registef its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It 1s” serves. 
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RETCJRN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL t ROIJR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to !4 hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 31 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the rnmndafe of the Kerner Ceinrnission, whiihich 
called upon the medta to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed owrtunity for people 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the U S  and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time fonnat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

examine current affairs through an African American 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ,WC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my nenvork viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can registet‘ its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It IS” serves. 

\a \ b\W, 
Bate 
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RETIJRN LZKEZTZS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORICfAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I ani outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public sen7ice!news show to ‘A hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

%ke It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 31 years with timely and critical analy-sis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandaft! ofrhe Kernit Cammission, &ch 
called upon the me&a to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this cowtry‘s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed olprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective, To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries or? Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting arc being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in t h r  news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the  only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s dec.ision to fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time foniiat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, ifthis reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and m y  
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure F i n i n g  to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It IS” serves. 



Dave Davis 
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7 L a m l n  Square 
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RETURX LIKE i T I S  I O  11’s ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“L,ike It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to !/z hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for spons and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has sewed the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical anaiysis ofthe patitical, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the incullfate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater represent&tio.n of people of color and the var~ous issues 
atid viewpoints that make up this country‘s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Ainericaii 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has prnduc.ed the. largest body of programs and doc.uinentaries on Bla& Americans. 

Today many of rhe gains that psoplz of color hii~e made in riiedia broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership ana representatiou in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that -’Like It fs’. IS one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WPLBC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first tty to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It 1s.’ to its orjginal hour forinat. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. Whi!e I will always support this prograni, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, 1 will find other ways to express my displeasure vi.a my network viewing habiis and my 
purchasing power. And I d i  encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community c,an register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
”Like It Is“ serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and Genemi Manager 
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New York, NY 10023 

RETURN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORXGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outrag& at the decision ofWr\RC‘- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to $5 hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with i ts  award wiiming host and producer Gil NobIe, has senred the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate ofrhe Kerner Commission. w h k h  
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this c.ountry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Plrnei~ic.an 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television prt?giain in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Amerieans. 

Today many ofthe gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media own.ership and representation in t h r  news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that -’Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time fonnat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like. It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habit> niiJ my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 



Dave Davis 
President and Grnetal Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoh Square 
New Yurk, NE’ io023 

RETURN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of’‘Lke It Is” I am outraged at the decision of \b‘ARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed puhlic servicehews show to Vi hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like lt Is,“ with its award winning host arid producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
puhlic for the past 34 years nith timely and critical anatysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the man&tz of the Krrnet Commission, which 
called upon the niedia to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country‘s ethnic diversity, ”L.ike It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an Afiican American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television prngi’din in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Ame,ric,ans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting aie being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news roonis is in 
decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s dec.ision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “L,ike It Is“ to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request IS not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habii~: .mJ my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways i n  which 
my community can register its dtspleasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincotn Square 
New Vork, MY 10023 

RETURN LIgE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HO‘CJR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of1VARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public sewicehews show to !/z hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment How tnsultingt 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic q d  
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people o.f color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television progriim in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today inany of the gains that people of color have made i n  media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in ihe news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like If Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. Whik I wilt always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and niv 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the sanie. There are inany ways in which 
iny community can register its ‘spleasilre pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
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DaQe Davis 
President and General Manager 
WA3C-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
N e w  ‘fork, NY lUO23 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of‘..Like It Is“ I ain outraged at the decision of.C”IABC- 
TV to cut the format ofthis esteemed public serviceinem show to ti hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for spoits and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the poliricai, economic and 
culrural issues that shape our lives. Serving the maxidate of the Kerner Commission.. which 
called upon the me&a to provide greater representation of people ofcolor and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this countiy’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is’‘ has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for pcople to examine ounent affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and docitinentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have niads in media broadcasting are bcing 
reversed. Racial diversity i n  media ownershp and representation in the news rooms is  in 
decline. The fact that -‘Like It Is‘’ is one ofthe onlv regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again> 1 call upon you to return ’.Like It Is” to its original hour forinat. I kun v e v  aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
@ante& I will find other cwys to e-xpress my tlispleasure ria my network viewing habrts and 
purchasing power. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 

Date 



Mr. Dave Daiis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT fS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert 
Inside St&’’, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the. space 

originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to ow‘ 
community, offensive to ow’ intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

‘ l i k e  It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its vieweis for over 
the last 34 years with timely and nitid analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general aud the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this countryy‘s ethnic diversity, ‘.Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. TO date it is the longest &og African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WAX-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this countiy on the Afncan experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past thee 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and kpresentafiion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact t ha~  “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black propms 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with yom station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to retuni “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate. owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is’’ and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histay Month is fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its onginal hour 
&ediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histoiy month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

“ 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 L i n c o h  Square 

New York. New Y o 6  10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LlKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed pnblic servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the. space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program 1 find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the pmgrani’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general atid the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television  program^ in the U.S. (which previously had given. both WGBC-TV an8 the ASC Ne@& 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains tha~ people of African ancestry have made in media dunng the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representarion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black proganis 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its o& hour 
Lkediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour fonnat in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

Print and Sign 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stein, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 L i n c o h  Square 
WABC-TV 

New York, New Yok 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORLGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It IS”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program I find the decision an insult to OUT 
community, offensi\re to our intelligence, and humiliafing to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and aitical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information withii an hour, withont 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing vwious issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest w i n g  African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network. 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the Afncan experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceslry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black p r o g m  
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
~IY to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining io what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoy Month is fast approachin& and as “ m e  It Is” always does special 
programming to honor tbis month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
ui&ediately. Lfthis show is not retumed to its one hour format in time for Black History mon& 1 will 
without hesitation ustj the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WAX-TV 
I L i c o h  Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABGTV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest m i n g  African-American produced 
television program in th.e 4.S. (which previously had given both. WAX-TV and the ABC: Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this counhy on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being sy&ematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of aidme a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my commnnity 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoq Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
i&ediately: If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

PrintandSign MR. MRRRYL #OLMG;S c I  
Address 476 ROBIdS ST. 

R e -  NJ 87203 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Cochair Disney Media Networks; David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Datis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like I t  Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-Tl’ to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews prograni to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside S h e ,  a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black conununity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this countxy‘s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-AmeriGan perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program i.n the U.S. (which previously had given. both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced &e largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this countxy on the African experience in the US.,  Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being sy&ematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black progranls 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format. reflects a dangerous, ttightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to retum “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It is’’ and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is“ 
saves. And as Black Histoiy Month is fast app~oacliing, and as “Like It 1s” always does special 
programming to honor this month it is even more urgent that you retun1 the show to its original hour 
hunediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histor), month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stein, Commissioner of the NBA 


