Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” [ am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to %2 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like 1t Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like 1t Is” has offered a unique and
most needed oppertunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest runming Atrican American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only Black programs produced at WABC-TV,
coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the program and then to slash the
time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” {o its original hour format. 1am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is” serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” | am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to ¥z hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the potitical, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kertier Commission, which
called upon the media fo provide greafer representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Ts” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective: To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only Black programs produced at WABC-TV,
coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the program and then to stash the
time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to retum “Like [t Is” to its original hour format. Tam very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While 1 will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is” serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WARBC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to ¥; hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission, which
called upon the media fo provide greafer representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Ts” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program'in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of cotor have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like Tt Is” is one of the only Black programs produced at WABC-TV,
coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the program and then to slash the
time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is” setves.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WARC-TV

7 Lincoln Square
New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to Y2 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It 1s,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysts of the political, economic and
cultural issites that shape our lives, Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this coyntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
maost needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms 1s in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to siash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewrng habits and my
purchasing power. And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways i which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It I3 serves.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square
News York, NY 16023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to Y2 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like 1t Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the matidate of the Kermer Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this coyntry’s ethaic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opgortunity for peaple to examine current affairs through an African Amenican
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program n
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
prograin and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power, And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like Tt I8 serves.

:ﬁ"‘dé—‘;‘fg Coedd
/VTOYOQO
QWM{ Fo o

Date




Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Licoln Square
New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is™ T am outraged at the decision of WARBC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to Y2 hour, in order te expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our tives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
catled upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this coyntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opgortumty for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it 1s the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans,

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupied with your statton’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to stash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my cgmmunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Lake It I8 serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

T Lincoln Square

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL | HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to !4 hour, in order te expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like 1t 1s,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, econamic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this coyntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opportumty for peaple to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with yout station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like [t Is” to its original hour format. [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC.  While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewng habits and my
purchasing power, And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my cgminunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It I8 serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like [t 1™ I am outraged at the decision of WARC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to '2 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the potitical, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
maost needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date 1t is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news reoms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. 1 am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While [ will always support this program, if this reasonabile request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like [t Is” serves.
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Dave Dawvis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square
New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMA'T!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” [ am outraged at the decision of WAR(C-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to ¥ hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment, How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer (il Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
calied upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unigue and
most needed opportumty for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date 1t is the longest ranning African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that peopte of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV_ coupled with vour station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, T call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request s not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habiis and imy
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is” serves.
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Dan Coughtin
Executive Director

Pacifica Foundation National Office

1925 Martin Luther King Jr Way
Berkeley, CA 94704

This is a letter of support on behalf of WBAI’s Don Rojas and Bernard White.

I am most disturbed by the current tensions that have surfaced at WBAI and [ view this as
nothing more than the ongoing ploy of an extreme right wing agenda to thwart revolutionary
voices, especially when those voices belong to people of color.

WBALI is currently one of the most diverse institutions in the whole tri-state area, and probably
one of the most diverse in the country. Its programming deals with a wide range of issues that
are either under reported or completely ignored by the mainstream media. So the accusations
that the station is “too black,” that there isn’t enough diversity or that it is practicing “hate
radio,” are completely unfounded!

And as for the accusations that the station is losing listeners due to the incompetency of
management, the Arbitron ratings show otherwise. The Arbitron numbers indicate show that
listenership for WBAI is the highest in its history. But more importantly, I maintain that Peace
and Justice radio should not be based on popularity contests. The history of this country is ripe
with examples of social atrocities that have been allowed to fester in large part because of the
indifference of the masses and the dereliction of journalists. Iam glad that presently WBAI is
not following that trend. However, I fear that if were left to certain individuals involved with the
station that it would soon follow in the footsteps of its right wing counter parts. Sadly to say, 1
feel that the real issue that underlies the tensions is not about mismanagement, but rather about
the color of those in management positions.

I support the vision of Don Rojas and Bernard White. And I feel that Don Rojas’ resignation as
General Manager will be a terrible loss to WBAI and its listeners in the tri-state area. It is my
hope that he decides to stay.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lineoln Square
New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” | am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to %4 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insulting!

“Like 1t Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the vanious issues
and viewpotnts that make up this country’s ethaic diversity, “Like [t Is” has offered a unigue and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amcrican
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have niade in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with vour station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then fo slash the titme format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. 1am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request ts not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is” serves.

iy %c\/es—
Slgnature 24’5‘ /%MM

i g (@mm %%70/5
/Z/Z/M

Date




Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

News York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL | HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” T am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to ' hour, in order te expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,™ with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various jssues
and viewpoints that make up this coantry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to sash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While [ will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power, And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It I8™ serves.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager
WARC-TV

7 Lincoln Square
New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to 2 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, econamic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kertier Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this coyntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it 15 the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you te return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. [am very aware that
Disney owns ABC.  While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewtng habits and my
purchasing power. And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my cgmmunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It I8 serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

Newe York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is™ I am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to 2 hour, in order te expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How nsulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our livés,  Serving the mandate of the Kerer Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this comntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opgortumty for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it 1s the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend,

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is™ to its original hour format. | am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request 1s not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewtng habits and my
purchasing power, And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my cemmunity can register its dispieasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Lake It 18” serves.
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV
7 Lincoln Square
New Yok, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT ISTO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

Asa regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like [t Is” [ am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to ¥4 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winmng host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 vears with timely and critical analysis of the potitical, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kerner Cominission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethanic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a umigue and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it s the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that ~“Like {t [s” 15 one of'the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to {irst try to eliminate the
program and then to stash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like [t Is” to its original hour format. [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, 1if this reasonable request s not
granted, 1 will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habiis and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is” serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO I'TS ORIGINAL | HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is™ I am outraged at the decision of WARC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to 2 hour, in order to expand
the tume allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insulting!

“Like It 1s,” with #ts award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lves.  Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amesican
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend

Again, | call upon you to return “Like [t Is” to its original hour format. 1 am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While [ will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, 1 will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habils and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is” serves.
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Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square

New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT 1S TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” | am outraged at the decision of WARC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to Y2 hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity tor people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program n
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request 13 not
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habiis and my
purchasing power. And [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It Is™ serves
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Dave Davis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV
7 Lncoin Square
New York, NY 100623

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” | am outraged at the decision of WARC-
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to % hour, in order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the targest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like I1 Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. [ am very aware that
Disney owns ABC.  While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same.  There are many ways in which
my contnunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that

ike It Is” serves,
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Pave Davis
President and General Manager

WABC-TV

7 Lincoln Square
New York, NY 10023

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO 1TSS ORIGINAL } HOUR FORMAT!

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It [s” [ am outraged at the decision of WABC-
TV 10 cut the format of this esteemed public service/news show to 14 hour, i order to expand
the time allotted for sports and entertainment.  How insulting!

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and
cuttural issues that shape our lives.  Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various 1ssues
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It [s” has offered a unique and
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amenican
perspective. To date 1t is the fongest running African American produced television program in
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans.

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being
reversed. Raciai diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in
decline. The fact that “Like It Is™ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the
program and then to stash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend.

Again, 1 call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. [am very aware that
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not
granted, [ will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and oty
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that
“Like It {s” serves.

S (Jondthen R Layme)
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT 1S TO I1TS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, [ am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and cnitical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Comumission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It {s”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for peaple to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Afiica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are bemg systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t 1s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lien of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like it Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. [ will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It [s”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming fo honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show fo its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will

without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABRC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT I8 TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intetligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision 1o reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-{o-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing vanious issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like 1t Is”
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest rnning African-American produced
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Aftrica itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like 1t Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, [ call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will atways support “Like It Is™ and Gil Noble, 1 feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like it Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you retum the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned 1o its one how format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolun Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE [T IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, [ am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimnes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. 1 find the decision an insulf to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. [ find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, withont
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like it Is”
has offered a unique a.nd nost needed Oppommitv for people to examine current affairs through an

telew sion program_ in the U.S. (which prew_ousl_y had ga_ven_ both. WABC TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are bemg systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newstooms is i decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, | call upon you to retum “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department, While [
will always support “Like 1t Is” and Gil Noble, 1 feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, {
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. | will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is™
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, if is even more urgent that you return the show fo its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned fo its one hour format in time for Black History month, | will

without hesitatiéj the options menfioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WARC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. [ find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive ta our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host (il Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and sclf-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is”
has offered a unique and most needcd opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
telewsmn progmm it thc U S. (which prcvn_ously h.ad gl_ven both_ WA_BC TV and the ABC Netwerk_
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself.

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are bemg systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturhing trend.

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format, We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It [s” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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Mr. Dave Davis

President and General Manager
WABC-TV

7 Lincolnn Square

New York, New York 10023

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, [ am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to insert
“Inside Stuff”, a quast sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s {one Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer.

“Like 1t Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black comumunity in
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethmic diversity, “Like It 1s”
has offered a unique and most nceded opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced
televiston program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and
documentanes in this coustry on the African experience in the U.S,, Caribbean and even Africa itself,

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening
and disturbing trend.

Again, ! call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While [
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, 1 feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the andience that “Like It [s”
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you retum the show to its original bour
immediately. 1f this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, [ will
without hesitation use the options mentioned above.
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