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 Pursuant to Section 1.415(c) of the rules of the Federal Communications Commission 

(“Commission”),1 the Consumer Electronics Association (“CEA”) respectfully submits these 

reply comments in response to the Commission’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“NPRM”) in 

the above-captioned proceeding.2  The Commission initiated this proceeding in 2005 to examine 

the competitive impact of the local franchising process on the multichannel video programming 

distributor (“MVPD”) marketplace.  The Commission also seeks comment on its authority to 

implement Section 621(a)(1) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the “Act”), 

which states that a local franchising authority (“LFA”) “may not unreasonably refuse to award an 

additional competitive franchise” to competitors seeking to enter the MVPD marketplace.3   

                                                 
1 47 C.F.R. § 1.415(c). 
2 See Implementation of Section 621(a)(1) of the Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984 as 
Amended by the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking, 20 FCC Rcd 18581 (2005) (“NPRM”). 
3 47 U.S.C. § 541(a)(1). 
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 As the principal U.S. trade association of the consumer electronics and information 

technologies industries, CEA supports increased competition in the MVPD marketplace.  CEA’s 

members design, manufacture, distribute and sell a wide range of consumer products including 

digital and analog television receivers, television monitors, computer television tuner cards, and 

associated electronics such as DVD recorders and digital video recorders (“DVRs”), video 

cassette recorders (“VCRs”), direct broadcast satellite radios (“DARS”), satellite television 

receivers (“DBS”), broadcast AM and FM radios, and similar products.  CEA’s more than 2,100 

member companies include the world’s leading consumer electronics manufacturers. 

Greater competition in the MVPD marketplace undeniably benefits consumers, and CEA 

supports a regulatory framework that minimizes barriers to entry.  Moreover, as the Commission 

recognizes in the NPRM, the ability to offer video programming services to consumers is linked 

intrinsically to the ability to deploy broadband networks.4  Thus, increased competition among 

MVPDs will ensure that high-speed Internet access and IP-enabled services also are made 

available to more consumers.   

CEA further supports the NPRM’s tentative conclusion that the Commission has the 

authority to implement Section 621(a)(1)’s directive that LFAs may not unreasonably refuse to 

award competitive franchises.5  As the comments in this proceeding demonstrate, the 

Commission has ample jurisdiction under Title VI of the Act to ensure that the local franchising 

process does not undermine the goal of increased MVPD competition or interfere with the ability 

                                                 
4 See NPRM, ¶ 1. 
5 See id. ¶ 15. 
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of new entrants to provide video programming to consumers.6  To these ends, the Commission 

can and should act to minimize any barriers that unreasonably impede the entry of new 

competitors in the MVPD marketplace.  
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6 See, e.g., Comments of Microsoft Corp., MB Docket No. 05-311, at 7-8 (filed Feb. 13, 2006); 
Comments of the Telecommunications Industry Association, MB Docket No. 05-311, at 15-17 
(filed Feb. 13, 2006); see also NPRM, ¶ 15. 
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