
 

 

 

 

 

A centralized federal government should not take from local communities the

power to decide how they will be served by new video and broadband

providers. Reform in the franchising process may be inevitable given the

major change in recent years in technology and in the companies in that

sector. The important thing is to make sure that local communities have a

say and a role in deciding who serves their towns -- and that public access

channels are preserved and even expanded as a result of reform. What will

be at risk of local communities are cut out of the franchising process? Local

news and views, local events coverage, be it a parade or a church service.

Viewpoints that the major media ignore. This is truly grassroots television. It

should be cherished, preserved and expanded.


