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April 10, 2006

The Honorable Kevin Martin
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, s.w.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman:
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I am writing with respect to the Commission's regulations governing wireless towers.
Specifically, I am aware that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) within the u.S.
Department of Transportation has issued an advisory on lighting for such towers.

As you may know, thousands of migratory birds are killed by towers or as a result of
being disoriented in flight by lights atop such towers each year. According to some
experts on migratory birds, white strobe lighting over constant red lights may mitigate
risks to such birds. The FAA has agreed that when it is possible to do so without
compromising safety, such white strobe lighting is the preferred method for assuring
conspicuity of such towers to aviation traffic.

On April 6, 2004, the FAA issued an advisory (Advisory Circular 7017460-1), from the
Program Director for Air Traffic Airspace Management. This advisory was issued in
response to a request from the American Bird Conservancy to standardize requirements
for the lighting systems on tall structures, such as wireless towers, in order to reduce risk
to migratory birds. Commission rules addressing the lighting ofwireless towers are
designed to complement FAA rules for the safety of air traffic. As a result, I am eager to
ensure that the Commission revises its own rules in response to the adjustments made by
the FAA.

Thank you in advance for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

EdwardJ.
Member
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