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Ms. Marlene Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12'11 Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Ex Parte Notification
QUALCOMM PETITION FOR DECLARATORY RULING
WT Docket No. 05-07

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Po. Box 9897

4100 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

Washinglon, DC 20016

Tel (202) 966-1956
Fax (202) 966·9617

On April 10, 2006, the following individuals met with Bruce Gottlieb, legal advisor to
Commissioner Copps, to discuss issues in the above referenced proceeding: David
Donovan, Esq., president, MSTV; Victor Tawil, vice president, MSTV; Peter Pappas,
Esq., executive vice president, Pappas Telecasting Companies; John Griffith Johnson, Jr.,
Esq., Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker, LLP; Paul Jackson, News Corp.; and Ken
Howard, Esq., Baker & Hostetler.

We discussed the interference problems associated with QUALCOMM's plan to operate
its MediaFLO service on channel 55. Specifically, we emphasized the need for a more
accurate methodology for measuring interference from multiple transmitters. In this
regard, we focused on MSTV's proposed methodology that was filed in the record
regarding this proceeding on March 31, 2006.

The attached article was distributed at the meeting.
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New Mobile Video Service Gets Cool Reception
Broadcasters worry about interference from MediaFLO By Glen Dickson

roadcasters w"e con
cerned that MediaFLO,
a new mobile video
service being launched
by Qualcomm later this
year, will cause sig
nificao[ interference to
their analog and digital

television (DTV) broadcasts. MediaFLO
is scheduled to debut in the fomih quarter,
with a nationwide footprint.

Qualcomm· petitioned the Federal
Communications Commission in Janu
ary 2005 to expedite MediaFLO's launch
by allowing the service to meet the same
standard that broadcasters have used to
measure intclference between two sta
tions io a market. It also asked the FCC
to provide for a streamlined processing
procedure that would give stations 14
days to respond to MediaFLO's filing
plans to launch in a market.

But broadcasters and trade groups, in
cluding Pappas, Cox, the National Asso
ciation of Broadcasters (NAB) and Asso
ciation for Maximum Service Television
(MSTV), have opposed that petition. TIley
say the signal interference of MediaFLO,
which will use a proprietary transmission
system to broadcast from multiple trans
mitters in a market, can't be measured by
existing engineering models.

Moreover, stations operating on ad
jacent chunnels to Ch. 55 (such as 54
and 56), say the subscription MediaFLO
service could impact viewers of free
over-the-air television and damage their
existing businesses until Feb. 17,2009,
when analog broadcasts are supposed to
cease~and perhaps much longer if the
industry misses that deadline.

"This could potentially affect millions
of people around the country," says Peter
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FCC laid out the channel plans
for DTV, Seidel notes, the idea
was that adjacent channels
would broadcast from the same
tower location. But putting
multiple transmitters in a mar
ket, some potentially at the
edge of the traditional broadcast
contour, I:tu:ows the existing
model on its head, he believes,
and could make it hard for a
DTV receiver to pick up exist
ing broadcust signals on adja
cent channels.

Part of the problem: There
is no legal definition of how
good a DTV receiver has to be.
"There is nothing to say it will
reject this signal," Seidel says.

Pappas, executive VP of Pappas Telecast
ing. "This is not something the Commis
sion ought to be doing lightly."

Qualcomm counters tlmt, since the
majority of viewers are served by cable
or satellite, only a small subset that relics
on over-the-air service in certain mar
kets will be affected, while MediaFLO
could potentially reach over 170 million
Americans who own mobile phones. The
company has repeatedly urged the FCC

"To blowout a few
hundred thousand
prospective viewers
would impact diversity
in the market."
PETER PAPPAS
PAPPAS TELECASTING

to quickly rule on its petition to avoid
delaying MediaFLO's launch. So far, the
FCC has yet to do so, though a source
confirmed that the Commission is "care
fully evaluating" it.

A PROBLEM OF POUCY
New wi.reless services like MediaFLO
are what the FCC had in mind when it
narrowed broadcasters' span of channels
as part of the move to DTV, freeing up
UHF spectrum to be auctioned to private
users like Qualcomm or allocated to pub
lic-safety agencies. Channels 52-69 have
been designated as "out-of-core" spec
trum, and broadcasters who operate in
that space will have to relocate between
Channels 2 and 51 before the scheduled
end of analog broadcasts in 2009.

Some broadcasters have alIeady

MediaFLO has talked
with CBS but so far has only
provided general technical
information, says Seidel. Me
diaFLO has also discussed the
possibility of CBS stations
providing content to its video
service; one of MediaFLO's
goals is to provide subscribers
with both national and local
programming.

300,000+ ANGRY VIEWERS?
CBS isn't alone in its conceI1l.
Pappas is anxious about Media
FLO's impact on its Spanish
language station KAZA, which
broadcasts the Azteca America
network in the Los Angeles
market on analog Ch. 54. In
comments filed with the FCC,
Pappas says that about 45% of
the 1.7 million Hispanic house-

received permission from the FCC to
"flash-cut" from analog to digital broad
casts. One of those stations, WLNY New
York, actually moved to free up Ch. 55
for the MediaFLO service and was com
pensated an undisclosed amount by Qual
comm as a result. But switching channels
is a complicated process, and many sta
tions on Channels 54, 55 ,md 56 expect
to stay there for the next few years.
They are worried about interference
from MediaFLO, which aims to use an
OFDM Orthogonal Frequency Division
Multiplexing-based modulation scheme
to broadcast from multiple transmitter
locations within a market~something

that has never been tested in the U.S.
Qualcomm's petition asked the FCC

for a declaratory ruling that would allow
MediaFLO to cause up to 2% interlCrence
to an incumbent broadcaster's signal,
using the same transmission model
adopted by the FCC in Office of
Engineering and Technol
ogy Bulletin 69 (OET·69)
to measure intelference
between stations for the
purposes of DTV planning.
Qualcomm suggested that,
if interference exceeded that
level, it could compensate
broadcasters for the additional
impairment.

"There is no model that has been
invented specifically to calculate Me
diaFLO-to-TV interference, so what
we did in fashioning our petition was
to look to the model that is most appro
priate," says Dean Brenner, QualcOrDnl
VP of Government Affairs, who be
lieves that the MediaFLO signal is
very similar to a DTV signal.

But broadcasters say OET-69 is the

holds in Los Angeles subscribe
to cable and estimates that
310,000 vi.ewers who rely on
over-the-air reception ofKAZA
could be negatively impacted.

Pappas says that if the FCC
were to accept Qualcornm's
position, it would both hurt
Hispanic over-the-air viewers
and stlike a significant blow
to KAZA's bottom line. ''To do
something like blowout a few
hundred thousand prospective
viewers would impact diversity
in a market," says Pappas. "If
somebody is not with you for
X number of years, they may
not rediscover you when you
suddenly reappear in 2009, or
perhaps 2011, as Ch. 47 in the
digital environment."

Pappas says that Qualcomm
has informally indicated that

wrong model for gauging MediaFLO's
intelference. "It didn't really anticipate
having, say, five transmitters on the same
channel when calculating intelference in a
pmticular place," says Lynn Claudy, NAB
senior VP of science and technology.

CBS is wonied about interfer-
ence to WCBS New York, which
operates on Ch. 56. "We
don't understand where the
transmitters will be, how
powerful they will be, and
how much interference
they will cause," says
Bob Seidel, VP of
Advanced Technol
ogy, CBS.

When the

Continued
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MediaFLO's intelference to
KAZA might be around 3%.
But, like other broadcasters,
he's concemcd about a lack of
detailed technical information
from Qualcomm and fears it
could be much higher. "Are
they going to put in three trans
mitters, or arc they going to put
in five? Will they be on Mount
Wilson in Los Angeles [a com
mon broadcasting site], in cen
tral L.A., or on the outskirts of
L.A.?" Pappas asks. "You need
to know the vmiables in order to
know what the interference is."

Tribune, which operates
analog station WLVI Boston
on Channel 56, is wm-ily await
ing its new neighbor as well.

(cont.)



Tribune is negotiating with
MediaFLO over compensation
should the wireless service ex
ceed the 2% intetference level.

Chief Technology Officer Ira
Goldstone says one of the main
problems broadcasters have
with MediaFLO is that "nO
one's familiar" with its OFDM
based transmission system. He
is worried that the MediaFLO
transmissions could impair a
DTV receiver's ability to reject
multipath interference, resulting

in reception problems.
"Earlier receiver chips were

more susceptible to RF [radio
frequency] overload, while the
later chips have more dynamic
range," says Goldstone.

MediaFLO interference is
just one of the myriad of tech
nical issues confronting broad
casters as they move toward
the February 2009 deadline,
all the while trying to compete
against online and mobile
video offerings. An FCC rul-
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iug in favor of MediaFLO's
petition simply doesn't make
sense, insists MSTV President
David Donovan, considering
the pressure "out-of-core"
broadcasters already face.

"Stations are trying to build
a DTV service now and then
transfer over [to] in-core," says
Donovan. 'The Commission
says that digital stations have to
power up to meet 100% of their
market. So why authorize a ser
vice that shaves off 29"0?".


