
Dear Chairman Martin:

 

The concentration of media power is a growing problem in this country.  Therefore I am writing to

challenge the Comcast/Time Warner/Adelphia merger (FCC Docket No. 05-192) and the

AT&T/BellSouth merger (FCC Docket No. 06-74). Allowing the largest telecommunications company

and the two largest cable companies in the United States to grow even larger certainly does not serve

the public interest.

 

If the FCC decides to allow either of these mergers, it should at least require that subscribers be able

to choose from competitive internet service providers. The FCC should also ensure that these

companies not discriminate against any internet content or rival service and that every service will be

treated exactly the same. Companies should be required to sell broadband access separate from

video and telephone service, and at the same price.

 

The FCC should also take steps to protect public access programming and ensure that

telecommunications giants like AT&T will not be able to eliminate oversight and control by local

communities. We should not be required to buy channels we don't want or need because providers of

video service bundle them together. Companies that own both programming and video systems

should be required to provide competitors with access to their regional sports and other programming

needed to offer competing services, so that consumers will still have real choices.

 

Please consider the interests of the people who pay the bills for broadband or cable TV and who

watch the programs. Above all, please don't make it easier for Comcast, Time Warner and AT&T to

raise prices and/or block local and independent voices.


