
 
 

 
 

 
May 31, 2006 

 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 
  

Re:  CS Docket No. 97-80: Joint Status Report of the Consumer Electronics 
Association and the National Cable & Telecommunications Association 

 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

The Consumer Electronics Association (“CEA”) and the National Cable & 
Telecommunications Association (“NCTA”), hereby submit the status report called for in the 
Second Report and Order in CS Docket No. 97-80, FCC 05-76, 20 FCC Rcd 6794 (rel. March 
17, 2005) (“Second R&O).  In the Second R&O, the Commission reviewed progress in 
negotiations, and pending issues, between the consumer electronics and cable industries, 
involving at times other interested parties, and required (par. 34) that “NCTA and CEA shall 
file joint status reports and hold joint status meetings with the Commission on or before 
August 1, 2005 and every 60 days thereafter on progress in bidirectional talks and a 
software-based conditional access agreement.”       

 
The parties continue to meet with and work with each other, and both sides share the 

belief that this process is valuable and necessary for the successful design and deployment of 
integrated Digital Cable Ready products.  Since the date of the last status reports, the parties’ 
joint engineering team has continued to make progress in defining how resources in 
interactive Digital Cable Ready Products (IDCPs) using the OpenCable Application Platform 
(OCAP) can be shared between cable applications and other applications of the IDCP, in 
particular how to avoid conflicts in the use of resources within IDCPs by cable applications 
and other applications.   

 
Issues not within the purview of the joint technical team were presented for 

consideration and discussed by a larger group in early May.  At that meeting, it also was 
agreed that a joint team will address defining a workable conformance testing program for 
interactive products and software applications designed to run on them, based upon the 
framework previously described in earlier status reports.  Other issues that the parties have 
agreed to discuss include possible updates to future unidirectional products and means of  
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conveying firmware updates to bidirectional products.  A further meeting is planned in the 
first week of June. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
/s/ Neal M. Goldberg    /s/ Julie M. Kearney 
 
Neal M. Goldberg    Julie M. Kearney 
General Counsel    Senior Director and Regulatory Counsel 
National Cable & Telecommunications Consumer Electronics Association 
   Association     2500 Wilson Boulevard 
1724 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.  Arlington, VA  22201 
Washington, D.C.  20036-1903  (703) 907-7644 
(202) 775-3664    
 
 
cc: Donna Gregg 

Steve Broeckaert 
Alison Greenwald 
Rosemary Harold 
Tom Horan 
William Johnson 
Deborah Klein 
Michael Lance 
Andrew Long 
Mary Beth Murphy 
Natalie Roisman 
Alan Stillwell 
 
 

 
 

 


