
Chronology-DTV Public Interest Obligations and Multi-channel Must Carry 
 
Aug. 1995-FCC asks for comment on public interest obligations of digital television 
stations (4th NPRM, Dkt. 87-268). 
 
Feb. 1996-Telecommunications Act passes. §336(d) makes clear that all services offered 
by digital broadcasters were to serve the public interest. However, Congress left it to the 
FCC to specify what the “public interest” required in this new digital environment. 
 
Mar. 1997-President appoints Advisory Committee on Public Interest Obligations of 
DTV. 
 
Dec. 1998-Advisory Committee releases report recommending, among other things, that 
broadcasters should make enhanced quarterly disclosures of their public interest 
programming and that the FCC should adopt a set of minimum public interest 
requirements for DTV broadcasters. 
 
Dec. 1999-FCC issues NOI seeking comments on Advisory Committee proposals and 
public interest obligations of digital broadcasters (Dkt. 99-360). 
 
Oct. 2000-FCC issues two NPRMS based on record in Dkt. 99-360: 
 Disclosure (Dkt. 00-168) (still pending) 
 Public Interest Obligations to Children (Dkt. 00-167) (Report issued Nov. 2004,  
  petitions for reconsideration still pending) 
 
Jan.2001-FCC interpreted the statutory term “primary video” to mean only a single 
programming stream so that if a digital broadcaster elects to multicast, only one stream is 
entitled to mandatory carriage.  1st R&O, Dkt. 98-120 (6 FCC Rcd at 2622). The 
broadcast industry sought reconsideration. 
 
Apr. 2004-Public Interest Public Airwaves Coalition (PIPA) files proposed processing 
guideline for public interest obligations. 
 
June 2004-PIPA Coalition files proposed public disclosure form. 
 
Feb. 2005-FCC denies petitions for reconsideration concerning multichannel must carry 
and commits to complete Disclosure and DTV Public Interest proceeding by end of year. 
2d R&O, Dkt. 98-120. 
 
Apr.-May 2005-Broadcasters seek reconsideration of 2d R&O.  UCC, Campaign Legal 
Center and Common Cause filed comments on petitions for reconsideration in Dkt. 98-
120, urging FCC to adopt meaningful and measurable public interest obligations before 
acting on petition for reconsideration in Dkt. 98-120. 
 
Nov. 2005-FCC’s Consumer Advisory Committee recommends FCC adopt DTV public 
interest obligations within six months. 


