
 As a veteran television broadcaster of medium and small markets for over 27 years I've seen a lot of

changes to the industry. Many of those have been a result of decisions made by the Commission. It

seems the idea and benefits of "free television" have long been lost with the advent of cable and

satellite. As the Commission seems to be giving more latitude to satellite and cable providers to

conduct their business based on the fact that they are pay services as opposed to "free TV" we

broadcasters feel as though we are being left out.

 We've been forced to implement digital technology without the benefit of being able to implement

"rate hikes" to cover the huge costs incurred in retrofitting our facilities to digital. The one aspect of

digital that gives us a glimmer of hope to recoup those costs is that we will be able to deliver "free" to

the public multiple program options and sell advertising within that programming. But this opportunity

is being watered down by the fact that we cannot opt for "Must Carry" with the "pay" providers.

 I feel that if broadcast television is mandated to evolve with the future so must the MSO's and they

must provide, to the local broadcasters, the opportunity to have all the programming we've invested in

available to the viewers. It will strengthen the bond between the local broadcaster and the

communities we serve. I would ask that you please consider legislation to mandate "Must Carry" for

all the programming we provide to our viewers.
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