
Greetings.  As a permitee for an FM translator in Flour Bluff Texas (K241AT) I would strongly like to

encourage the Commission to

 

allow FM translator stations to originate programming to serve their communities.  There is a growing

demand for more voices and more

 

localism is the media.  Allowing FM translators the option to originate programming, as opposed to

mindlessly repeating a

 

distant station, is an intelligent idea.  Imagine if we proposed a service today which prohibited local

programming in favor of

 

a distant signal. Current rules, written decades ago, providing economic protection to full power

stations no longer make any

 

sense. 

 

The Low Power TV Service has evolved into a vibrant and useful medium based on thier ability to

actually program and serve their

 

communities of license.  FM translators (if allowed) will no doubt do the same.  Now only that,  but

right now, many  FM translators

 

are used to relay a distant station from a small community into an urban market for ecomonic

reasons.  Were these translators in

 

major markets allowed to originate programming,  the small market full powers which feed them

would actually be able to return to

 

 

serving their communities, as opposed to originating programming directed solely at a distant area. 

 

By their design,  Class "D" stations have virtually no protection and therefore will never command a

gigantic price.  Many people

 

looking to actually serve their community as a commercial entity may find that the hurdle to buy into

Class "D" ownership is achieveable

 

at a reasonable cost. Routinely, small translators are sold for a few thousand dollars.   



 

Right now there are literally thousands of licensed Class "D" FM Translators which are prevented

from serving their communities

 

due to an obsolete set of regulations prohibiting licensees from doing what may be best for their

communities. 

 

These stations exist now either as licensed, permitted, or proposed operations.  I urge the

Commission to change the rules to allow

 

local origination and allow these Class "D's" to be able to provide the maximum service possible to

their communities.

 

Regards

Bill Doerner K5WCD

Translator permitee K241AT

342 Caribbean Dr

Corpus Christi, TX 78418

 

This comment was filed as late based on what I beleive to be an error in the ECFS system.

According to the current clock it is 11:52 PM on June 9th.  Thanks.


