
June 5, 2006 
 
The Honorable Kevin Martin 
Chairman, Federal Communication Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Dear Chairman Martin: 
 
It would be a grave mistake for the Commission to pass multicasting must-carry rules without 
first clearly articulating public interest obligations for digital broadcasters.  No decision on must-
carry should be made until and unless the FCC has set forth provisions which spell out 
meaningful and effective public interest obligations for digital television broadcasters.  
Broadcasters have had the obligation in law to serve the public interest convenience and necessity 
for more than 70 years. Since multi-cast must-carry would make broadcasters’ already valuable 
broadcast licenses even more valuable, the least the FCC can demand of them is that they obey 
existing legal mandates.  We would hope, however, that any gift as generous as multi-cast must-
carry would confer other benefits to the public as well. 
 
Our organizations do not support or oppose multi-cast must-carry.  However, if the FCC grants 
this benefit to broadcasters, it is in the broadcasters’ self-interest to agree to FCC public interest 
guidelines.  Not only will clear public interest obligations ensure robust civic discourse and 
quality programming for viewers, but incorporating strong public interest obligations on 
multicasting must-carry will help multicasting policy pass constitutional muster.  Based on the 
Supreme Court’s 1997 decision in favor of this principle, local programming of news, electoral 
and public affairs and emergency services is an important rationale for broadcasters to demand 
must-carry of multiple programming streams.  Strengthening the public interest obligations of 
digital broadcasters will be crucial in securing and sustaining multi-cast must-carry in the courts.  
 
Most importantly, instituting a new must-carry regime without clear and strong obligations and 
other clear benefits to the public is certain to be a public policy disaster, giving a sweetheart deal 
to broadcasters and a raw deal to the viewing public.  We strongly urge you not to put the cart 
before the horse and change the Commission’s position on must-carry before defining how digital 
broadcasters will serve the American people.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Benton Foundation   
Campaign Legal Center 
Common Cause   
Media Access Project 
New America Foundation 
Office of Communication of the United Church of Christ, Inc.  
 
 
 
cc:    Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, Tate 

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation  
House Committee on Energy and Commerce  


