
Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 
 

In the Matter of 
 
The Development of Operational, 
Technical and Spectrum Requirements for 
Meeting Federal, State and Local Public 
Safety Communications Requirements 
Through the Year 2010 

 
 
 

WT Docket No. 96-86 

 
 

Reply Comments of WiMAX Forum 
 

The WiMAX Forum™ is the world’s leading organization promoting global 

standardization for, and adoption of, metro-scale wireless broadband networks. As such, 

the organization shares the FCC’s appreciation and acknowledgement that wireless 

broadband networks are an effective and rapid means to provide high data rate 

connectivity to communities and organizations across the U.S. to meet the growing needs 

of both the consumer markets and the needs of public safety.  Along these lines, the 

WiMAX Forum works closely with service providers and regulators to ensure that 

WiMAX Forum Certified systems meet customer and government requirements. The 

WiMAX Forum respectfully submits these comments in response to the Eighth Notice of 

Proposed Rulemaking in the above-captioned proceeding. 

In the current rulemaking proceeding, the FCC seeks comments on three specific 

proposals, and gives the public a final opportunity to submit new proposals. A number of 

WiMAX Forum member-companies have current and historic business interest in public 

safety radios. Hence, the FCC’s choice of proposal resulting from this rulemaking is of 

great interest. The WiMAX Forum strongly supports technology neutral approaches, and 
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proposals that expand rather than limit deployment options for public safety must be 

encouraged. 

A 4th proposal was submitted during the comment phase of this proceeding, 

jointly filed by Access Spectrum, Columbia Capital, Intel, and Pegasus Communications 

(the “4th Proposal”).  Briefly, this proposal seeks to consolidate the narrowband 

operations, redefine the guard band allocations more efficiently, and yield a flexible-use 

5MHz contiguous block that is distinct from the narrowband allocation. 

Of the four proposals, the WiMAX Forum believes that the 4th Proposal 

accommodates the greatest breadth of current and future technology choice, enables the 

greatest range of future application capabilities by allocating the largest contiguous 

spectrum block, and gives the greatest range of technology choices to the public safety 

regional planning committees in determining how to partition their bandwidth versus 

technology. Furthermore this plan facilitates potential future partnerships between public 

safety and commercial broadband operations through adjacent location of their 

contiguous spectrum blocks. For these reasons, the WiMAX Forum believes the 4th 

proposal provides the best opportunity for broadband deployment for public safety 

agencies.  

This plan will give public safety the most flexibility since the band plan can 

accommodate the plans of the other 3 proposals within its definition. Since there were a 

range of filed comments supporting each of the other 3 proposals, this increases the 

appeal of the 4th Proposal.   The 4th Proposal’s accommodating footprint comes about in 

part by re-locating and consolidating the narrowband channels. This raises two issues that 

must be addressed. The deployed dual-band 800/700MHz narrowband radios will need 
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reprogramming to account for the narrowband channel re-location. Similarly a multi-year 

deployment planned for New York will have radio re-programming issues. Due to the 

limited funding that public safety agencies have for technology 

acquisition/reprogramming, the WiMAX Forum urges the Commission to address 

funding for reprogramming these radios to make this transition possible. 

It is essential that these issues be resolved satisfactorily and expeditiously, for the 

public safety community to view this 4th Proposal as the most viable option for 

broadband deployment. WiMAX Forum member companies are willing to join with other 

interested parties to determine the most effective means to reach that resolution.     

 Respectfully Submitted 
WiMAX Forum 
 
  /s/ Tim Hewitt 

July 6, 2006 Tim Hewitt 
Chair, WiMAX Forum Regulatory Working Group  
WiMAX Forum 
2495 Leghorn Street 
Mountain View, CA 94043 

The WiMAX Forum™ is an organization of more than 350 operators and 

communications component and equipment companies. The WiMAX Forum’s charter is 

to promote and certify the compatibility and interoperability of broadband wireless access 

equipment that conforms to the Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 

802.16 and ETSI HiperMAN standards. The WiMAX Forum was established to help 

remove barriers to wide-scale adoption of Broadband Wireless Access (BWA) 

technology, since a standard alone is not enough to incite mass adoption of a technology. 
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