
July 6, 2006

BY ELECTRONIC FILING (ECFS)

Marlene H. Dortch, Esquire

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, S.W., Room TW-B204

Washington, D.C.   20554

Attention: Video Division, Media Bureau

Re: MB Docket 03-15

Request for Extension of Digital Replication Deadline

WHDT-DT, Facility ID No. 83929

FRN: 0005-0010-53

Stuart, Florida                                                            

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Guenter Marksteiner, permittee of WHDT-DT, Stuart, Florida, hereby respectfully 

requests a waiver of the July 1, 2006, deadline by which stations must construct full, 

authorized facilities or lose interference protection (“Replication Deadline”).

WHDT-DT is a stand-alone, digital-only station with its only currently authorized 

channel outside of core channels. The station provides the first local television service 

to its community of license.  Despite the fact that few digital television receivers were 

generally available at the time, WHDT-DT went into operation as a digital-only 

television station in early 2002. WHDT-DT was the first television station to provide 

primary service to its community of license using its digital signal. The station is 

authorized to operate on out-of-core channel 59 and, as noted above, does not have an 

analog channel assignment. Thus, on virtually every level, WHDT-DT has been a 

pioneer of digital television and has advanced the DTV transition.

WHDT-DT now broadcasts at low power under Special Temporary Authorization 

(“STA”).  During the past year, WHDT-DT has been unable to broadcast at full power 

on its out-of-core channel due to matters beyond its control.  Although construction of 

its full power facility has been largely completed for some time, the station has been 

unable to install its antenna at its final height due to changes in local building codes 

related to windage.

   
Günter Marksteiner, Ing.- Dr.
Intendant/CEO
 

WHDT - DT 59   Stuart
  

MIG BROADCAST GROUP, INC.
Twelfth Floor   41st Floor

1601 Forum Place   One Boston Place

West Palm Beach   Boston

FL-33401   MA-02108

 
(561) 471 9200
(772) 220 9886
(772) 480 4570   marksteiner@whdt.net



The station’s transmitter site is located within the city of West Palm Beach, 

Florida, a coastal zone that is prone to severe hurricanes. With the active hurricane 

seasons of the past few years, hurricane-related considerations have become of great 

concern to local jurisdictions. In this case, the WHDT-DT transmitter site has been 

upgraded to a Category 5 hurricane coastal zone. In 2005, two hurricanes caused 

substantial damage to the downtown office building which supports the station’s 

proposed antenna tower. The office building was sold shortly thereafter to a major real 

estate developer who was financially able to undertake repairs to the facility.

WHDT-DT has now been informed by the new owner that it must submit new 

construction plans and engineering to demonstrate that the station’s proposed mast 

and antenna are designed for windage in excess of 150 mph and will not adversely 

affect the ability of the building to obtain insurance. WHDT-DT has recently obtained 

preliminary approval from the owner for its antenna, it has submitted revised 

architectural plans for a new supporting mast and expects to obtain final approval for 

its plans during the next few months.

Nevertheless, WHDT-DT must await the official end of the current hurricane 

season before it can install its supporting mast and antenna because this installation 

will involve use of a tall crane. Crane permits are not issued during hurricane season in 

coastal regions due the inability of operators to obtain insurance. WHDT-DT has 

entered into an agreement with the new building owner to co-ordinate its tower 

construction with other repairs planned to the building roof which also require use of a 

crane. This is intended to minimize the overall impact to business tenants and is a 

stipulation of the station’s lease agreement.

WHDT-DT respectfully requests that the Commission extend its current STA and 

grant a waiver of the Replication Deadline so that WHDT-DT can continue OTA service 

and can complete its tower mast and antenna installation following the end of the 

hurricane season. It is clear, as set forth above, that the delay in completion of 

construction has been due to matters beyond the permittee’s control.

Respectfully submitted,

Guenter Marksteiner
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