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REPLY COMMENTS OF TERRESTAR NETWORKS, INC. 
 

TerreStar Networks, Inc. (“TerreStar”) hereby submits its reply comments in the 

above captioned proceeding.1

As stated in its initial comments, TerreStar fully supports the Test-Bed program.  

As noted by the National Public Safety Telecommunications Council (“NPSTC”), this 

initiative provides an ideal means to focus on the communications needs of the public 

safety community and to enhance federal and non-federal spectrum sharing.2  TerreStar 

believes first responders would benefit greatly from joint Commission and NTIA efforts 

to focus on public safety communications issues, especially with regard to how satellite 

services may be used to further public safety goals. 

                                                 
1 See Federal Communications Commission Seeks Public Comment on Creation of a Spectrum Sharing 
Innovation Test-Bed, Public Notice, ET Docket No. 06-89 (rel. June 8, 2006) (“FCC Notice”); 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration, The President’s Spectrum Policy 
Initiative Spectrum Sharing Innovation Test-Bed, Notice of Inquiry, 71 Fed. Reg. 33282 (June 8, 
2006) (“NTIA NOI”). 
2 Comments of the National Public Safety Telecommunications Council at 6. 



Additionally, TerreStar agrees with other parties filing comments that the 

Commission and NTIA should establish testing rules that are as flexible as possible.  To 

that end, TerreStar would have concerns about placing geographic limitations on the 

Test-Bed locations.  Depending on the type of experiment being conducted and the 

equipment being used, such a limitation may not be appropriate.  For instance, satellites 

do not always have the capacity to function in specific geographic locations. 

In terms of priorities for the Test-Bed program, TerreStar believes that two 

important priorities should be testing that supports broadband applications and testing 

that focuses on interoperability with regard to public safety use of the spectrum.   As he 

recently reiterated, the Chairman’s top priority is broadband development, including 

connectivity to rural areas;3 the Test-Bed program is an ideal means to focus on 

additional ways to achieve this goal.  

Finally, in choosing spectrum for the program, one consideration should be the 

value of testing in a particular band.  The Commission and NTIA should consider 

allowing testing on frequencies that already are allocated to homeland security, national 

defense and public safety use.  Another consideration should be to allow Test-Bed 

experiments in spectrum in which incumbents volunteer to participate.  A prime 

example of the latter is the suggestion by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

which offers to use its frequency assignment and the nearby federal spectrum to 

                                                 
3 See Remarks of FCC Chairman Kevin J. Martin. Imagining the Digital Healthcare Future in the Rural 
West Montana State University -- Bozeman Burns Technology Center, Speech, 2006 FCC LEXIS 3838 
(July 7, 2006). 
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conduct tests of airborne video capacity, including cutting-edge encryption technologies 

to protect law enforcement communications.4

By following these recommendations, the Commission and NTIA can maximize 

the benefits of a Test-Bed program while minimizing disruption to incumbents. 
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4 Comments of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department at 2. 
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