
RE: Docket number 06-121, The 2006 Quadrennial Regulatory Review – Review of the Commission’s

Broadcast Ownership Rules and Other Rules Adopted Pursuant to Section 202 of the

Telecommunications Act of 1996.

 

I strongly disapprove of any relaxation or elimination of the public interest limits on media ownership.

We can not afford to lose any further localism or diversity in our media.  These are the cornerstones

of a truely democratic media system, and they have both already been compromised.

 

Limits on media consolidation are critical to the prevention of the concentration of economic power.

We must balance the public service mission of the media with private profit motive.  Democracy

requires the free flow of information from a broad range of diverse voices!

 

Any public policy that seeks to protect diversity in the media must also recognize that media

ownership matters.  This media consolidation has already led to declines in local and minority

ownership as well as the homogenization of content in radio and television. 

 

Permitting cross-ownership of newspapers and broadcast stations, or allowing further concentration

in local television markets, will only worsen the problems we already have.

 

The FCC should stand firm with the public against further concentration of media ownership.  Please

protect the public interests of all Americans and protect our democracy by voting against media

consolidation!


