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Marlene H. Dortch
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12'h Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Fedoral Communications Commission
Office of Secretary

Re: Ex Parte Presentation, Report No. SPB-196 and EB Docket No. 04-296

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Stacy Fuller and undersigned counsel on behalfof DIRECTV, Inc. ("DIRECTV")
met today with Aaron Goldberger, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Tate, to discuss the
petition for rulemaking in the above referenced "tweener" proceeding. DIRECTV argued
in general that much has happened in the satellite industry over the more than four years
since the first application for a "tweener" slot was filed. Given the availability of other
spectrum for DTH services, including Ka-band and the 17 GHz "reverse-DBS" band, and
the potential impact tweeners could have on existing and future DBS services, any
rulemaking should begin by examining the threshold question of whether licensing
tweeners would serve the public interest.

In addition, given the highly technical nature ofthe interference issues posed by
tweeners, DIRECTV suggested that the Commission establish a fairly extended comment
period to allow for thorough engineering analysis by all concerned parties.

DIRECTV also briefly discussed the issues raised in its comments in the
Emergency Alert System proceeding, focusing in particular on DIRECTV's ability to
provide state and local emergency alerts to subscribers.

Sincerely yours,

~}1t~
William M. Wiltshire
Counsel for DIRECTV, Inc.
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