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In theMatterof: )
)

AmendmentofParts2 and25 of )
theCommission’sRules to Allocate )
Spectrumin the Ku- andExtended )
Ku-Bands to theVehicleMountedEarth ) RM No. 11336
Station SatelliteService(“VM7ES”) on a )
Shared PrimaryBasisand to Adopt )
LicensingandService Rulesfor VMES )
Operationsin the Ku- andExtended )
Ku-Bands )

To: The Commission

COMMENTS OF MARITIME TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK. INC

.

Maritime Telecommunications Network,Inc. (“MTN”), through counsel, and pursuant to

Section1.405(a)of the Commission’sRules,47 C.F.R.§ 1.405(a),herebysubmits these

Commentsin supportof the above-captioned petitionfor rule making(“Petition”) thatwasfiled

by General Dynamics SATCOM Technologies,Inc. (“GeneralDynamics”)on May 24, 2006.

General Dynamics has petitioned the Commissionto amendParts2 and25 of theCommission’s

Rulesto allocatespectrumin theKu-bandand the extendedKu-band fixed-satelliteservice

(“FSS”) frequenciesfor useby what General Dynamics calls VehicleMountedEarthStations

(“VIVIESs”), andto adopt service rulesfor these operations. GeneralDynamicsproposesthat the

Commissionauthorizethe useofVMIESs in exactly the “sameapproach”asEarthStationson

Vessels (“ESVs”).

BACKGROUND

MTN is the nation’s leaderin maritimecommunications.MTN provides broadband

solutions for voice, data,Intemetand compressed videoservicesto the mobile maritime industry



usingstate-of-the-art ESVtechnology. With its decadesof experienceoperating earthstationsin

motion with existingFSS satellitesystems,MTN looks forward toexploringthe issues raised by

General Dynamics, as well as thoseofother partieswith a view towards encouraging new

compatible usesof FSS spectrum, andto sharingits knowledgeofthe useof conventionalESS

spectrum in applications inmotion. MTN thusendorses GeneralDynamic’sefforts to initiate a

rulemaking proceeding to exploreappropriateservicerulesandfrequencyallocationsfor

VMFSs.

DISCUSSION

MTN’s experienceshowsthat Ku-bandandextendedKu-bandFSS spectrumcan be

used by earth stationson movingvehiclesand other land-basedplatformson the samegeneral

terms andconditionsthat now apply to ESV useof the same bands.If properlyimplemented,

MTN agreeswith General Dynamics that such expanded useof theFSSwill promote efficient

useof the spectrum,improveaccessto spectrum by new services withmutuallycompatible

technicalcharacteristics, and contribute to the deploymentofbroadbandtechnologies.

Startingfrom an initial propositionthat VMESswill accessFSS satelliteson thetechnical

conditionsthat apply in today’s two-degree spacing environment, and that anypotential

mispointingof antennas would beimmediatelyandautomaticallyterminated, MTN canenvision

thatVMIESs canbe operated compatiblywith existingKu-bandsatellite networks.Section

25.222and the otherCommissionrulesthat governthe operationof ESVs in the same Ku-band

andextendedKu-bandfrequencies providean excellentstartingpoint for the regulatory

considerationof VMESs. These rules specifyoff-axis EIRP spectraldensityand antenna

pointing accuracyrequirementsdesignedto protectFSSKu-bandoperators. MTN encourages

theCommissionto adopt a noticeof proposedrule making for Ku-band/extended Ku-band

VMESs patternedon therelevantESV rules.
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MTN believes thatVMESs, operatedas partofKu-band/extendedKu-bandFSS

networks in amannertechnicallyindistinguishablefrom fixed ESS terminals or evenESVs,

would advance thepublic interest,convenience,and necessity. As General Dynamicsasserts,

VMiESs offer a wide rangeofpotentialcommercial usesincludinghomelanddefense, disaster

recoveryto supplementorreplace disabled terrestrialcommunicationssystems,satellite

newsgathering,weatherservicesin remoteareas,mineral/fossil fuel exploration and extraction,

andlarge-scaleconstruction projects.

Accordingly,MTN supportstheproposalto establisharulemakingproceedingto address

VMESs’ useof Ku-band/extendedKu-bandFSS spectrum, andlooks forwardto providing

comments, consistent withits experiencein operatingESVnetworks.

CONCLUSION

TheCommissionshouldgrant GeneralDynamics’Petition and initiate a rulemaking

proceedingto address the implementationanduseofearth stationson movingvehiclesandland-

based platforms.

Respectfullysubmitted,

MARITIME TELECOMMUNICATIONSNETWORK,INC.

By:
Ra . Rodriguez
Leventhal Senter& Lerman PLLC
2000K Street,NW
Suite600
Washington, DC20006

August21, 2006 Its Attorney
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, RebeccaJ. Cunningham,hereby certify that a true and correct copyof the foregoing

Commentsof Maritime TelecommunicationsNetwork, Inc. was sent by first-class, postage

prepaidmail, this21st dayofAugust,2006,to thefollowing:

Philip L. Verveer,Esq.
McLean Sieverding,Esq.
Willkie Farr& Gallagher LLP
1875K Street,NW
Washington, DC20006
Counselfor GeneralDynamicsCorporation

~becca J. ningham


