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WOLF Radio, Inc. ("WOLF") licensee ofWOLF(AM), Syracuse, and

WWLF(AM) Auburn, both New York, hereby submits comments generally in favor of

the NAB's above-captioned petition.

1. It's about time that the Commission recognized the serious decline of the state

ofAM radio and the need to improve the technical quality and consistency of AM

service. The AM radio industry has been allowed to slide down into a state of almost

non-existence due to the lack of modernization of AM radio service. Indeed, most AM

stations are not even acknowledged as existing by the general public and even less so by

today's youth. Generally speaking, in most markets, only one AM station has any

recognition. It is usually the station that provides news and local emergency information.

The rest of the AM stations are left to a hodge-podge of specialized formats such as

foreign language, religion, infomercials, and otherformats that rely primarily on the

spoken word. Putting it bluntly, music sounds awful on AM radio as compared with any

other medium (FM, CDs, satellite radio, iPods, TV etc.).

2. The Commission may think that moc is a possible cure-all for AM's ailing

condition, however, although moc and lID Radio promise an improvement in fidelity, it



does nothing for solving the vast difference in service between day and night coverage or

for overcoming man-made and natural static conditions. WOLF(AM), a Class C 1 kW

station, has been brol;ldcasting moc for well over three years. During the daytime,

WOLF enjoys an "enhanced" service. The digital signal does not replicate the full

coverage of its analog signal and certainly not at night. In the upstate New York area, in

December for example, "daytime" is from 7:30 am until4:30 pm. However, moc

transmissions are permitted from 6 am - 6 pm. During the last 15 minutes leading up to

six o'clock pm, the useablemOC service drops to about the 40 mv/m contour (or about 4

miles from the transmitter site) due to incoming co- and adjacent channel interference. In

addition, man-made static and lightning, in particular, also greatly affect the useable

distance for an moc signaL FM translators for AM stations would greatly help alleviate

this problem.

3. Likewise, in the winter months, morning "daytime" service does not begin

until well after 6:00 am. With the imminent change for Daylight Savings Time in 2007,

many AM stations morning service will be severely hampered. In November, some Class

D stations will not be able to sign on or use their daytime authorization until after 8 am.

They might as well just close down shop now rather than endure an increasingly painful

demise. Again, FM translators would give new life to these disadvantaged AM stations.

4. WOLF does not necessarily agree with NAB regarding the limit for the

location of the proposed FM translators. AM stations generally have a daytime

interference-free protected contour of0.5 mv/m and in all cases, especially with Class C

stations, protected interference-free service is 1.0 mv/m (60 dBu). Some AM stations

may have a very important community within their daytime contour that may fall outside



ofthe 2.0 mv/m contour. The use of2.0 mv/m is arbitrary and the 1.0 mv/m contour (60

dBu) would be more in line with the 60 dBu contour of the proposed FM translator

service for AM stations. However, WOLF does agree that the maximum radius of25

miles as proposed by the NAB is fitting for the proposed service.

5. WOLF believes that the Commission should finalize FM adjacent channel

protectionfor full-power FM stations and that third-channel (600 kHz) protection should

be eliminated once and for all. Otherwise, the ability to implement any practical FM

translator service as envisioned by the NAB's petition for rulemaking will be limited to

very small geographic pockets in very rural areas.

Summary

AM radio is presently in a very sad state ofexistence and needs to be improved

dramatically and quickly. The NAB's proposal does exactly that. If the Commission can

act and implement an FM translator service for AM stations, these disadvantaged stations

can become modernized with a technical fidelity and reliability of service that consumers

and the public demand.
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