
January 28, 2005

ML Patrick L. Donnelly
Executive Vice President and General Counsel
SIRIUS Satellite Radio
1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020

File Nos, IB Docket No 95-91, SAT·MOD·20040212·00017; SAT·RPL·20040212·
00018: SAT.RI'L·20040212·00019; 72·SAT·AMEND~97; IO/II,DSS·P·
9312/15/92: 26/27-DSS·LA·93 1/1 5J93: 83/83-SAT·AMEND·953/10J95

Dear Me. Donnelly'

As an alternative 10 the Commission mandating standards for receivers used in
providing Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (SDARS), SDARS operators are to
ct'rtify to the Commission that their systems include a receiver that will permit end users
to access all licensed SDARS systems that arc operational or under eOI1$!ructi(lIl,1 The
Commission authorized Sirius Satellite Radio Inc, (Sirius) in 1997 10 provide SDARS in
Ihe United States subject to such a eertiltcation,' The authoriz.ation of the other SDARS
licensee. XM Radit) ine, (XM Radio), is $ubjL'Ct to an identical certifieation requirement 3

In our recent authoriz,mion of XM Radio for the launch and operation of
replacement sateHites,4

'VI: noted that Sirius and XM Radio have on file a leiter dated
October 6. 2000. in which the two SDARS licensees announced an agreement to develop
a unified standard lor satellite mdios. and stated their anticipation that interoperable chips
eapable of receiving both serviees would be produced in volume in mid-2004,s The two
licensees also stated thcir agreement to introduce interim interoperable radios, prior to the
introduction of fully-intcropemble chipselS. tltat would include a contmon wiring hartless,

) Establishmem of Rules and Polic.es tor the Digital AudlO Radio Satellite Serviee in rhe 231ll-2360 MHz
frequency Band, Repor! omlOrder, Memoramlum Opinion "mI OrdtJr 11m1 FlJI'lMr Notice I?/PrO[Jt)Sf'd
Rulemaking, 12 FCC Red 5754, 5757 (pan, 106) (19'11); see also 41 C,ER, § 25, 144(a)(3)(ii) (2004),

Salellite CD Radio, Inc" Order ami Am!lon;ulion, 13 PCC Red 7971, 19'15 (para, 51) (Int'l Bur. 19'17)
1199- S"ius AIIIIwrization (Irder) l"tT IS fURTHER ORDERED th.t Ihis .uthorization is subject 10
cc.li1kation b) ISiriusjlhat its I1llal «,<eiver design is interoperabte wiu. respect 10 the IXM Radio bu:.]'s
SateHite Digital Audio Radio Servit:e system final r«eiver design""),

Ameri<:all Mobile Radio Corporatioo, Order ami AIII!lorizalion, 13 FCC Red 8829. 885t (para, 54) (Int'l
Bur 1'191)

S XM Radio Inc" OrdtJr ami AlIrhorisi1li"", DA 05·180 (11l1'lllur, Sal, Div, rej, Jan. 26,2()05),

, Leller from Jobn R, WormillglOn, XM Radio tnc" and Robert D, Briskman, Sirius 5aleUite Radio Jnc" to
Magalie Roman Salas, FCC, dated 0<:1. 6, 2000 (October 6 utler),
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head unit, antenna, and an interehangeable trunk·mounted box containing proeessing
elements for both company' g signals.6

In order to reflect more accurately the Slatus of SOARS licensees' efforts in
developing interoperable receivers. we are requesting that Sirius and XM Radio file an
update to the October 6, 2000 Letter in pending proceedings where interoperable
receivers are an issue. Although the Commission is cognizant of the differences between
the two SOARS liccnS<.'Cs' transmission techuologies that initially affected the ability to
develop receiver interoperability.' it is not clear, given the passage of time, that these
differences still exist.

For this reason, we request that Sirius submit to the Satellite Division, \.\~thin 45
da)" Irom the date of this lener. the Slallls of Sirius' efforts to develop an interoperable
receiver and its timelhunc lor making such an interopcnlble receiver available to the
public. s

Please contact JoAnn Lucanik, (202) 418·0873, or Stephen Duall, (202) 418.
1103, of my statT if you have any questions regarding this letter.

Sincerely.

~
l'homas S. Tcyz
Chief
Satellite Division

ce: Carl R. Frank
Counsel
Wiley Rein & Fielding LP
1776 K Street, NW
WashiU&t0n, DC 20006
(202) 719~7049 (Fax)

OCfober 6 Leffel' at 4.

/9:;7 Sinus Am;,on:aUon Order, 13 fCC Red at 7990 (para. 42),

$ We have also separately tl1StnK:ted XM Radio to flIe such a status report within the same lime period.
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