
The privilege of using international Morse code on selected amateur

radio frequencies must be preserved to maintain the spirit of the

amateur radio service. While it may be acceptable to eliminate the

code test as a licensing requirement (since the use of code is itself

not required), I strongly recommend making such a test required for

those who do choose to use code on amateur frequencies. I believe it

is benefits everyones who uses or has access to the service if all

operators who choose to use code have demonstrated their ability to

a) comply with the basic international standard (the code itself) and b) distinguish their transmissions

from random code-like signals.

 

Therefore, I sincerely request that serious consideration be given to

the idea that, while demonstrated proficiency and understanding of

international morse code may not be a requirement for general

amateur operation, the service is likely to be seriously degraded

if such proficiency is not demonstrated as a requirement for CW operation.


