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As the voice of America’s performers, broadcasters, and recording artists, AFTRA 
represents perhaps the widest spectrum of workers in the media and entertainment 
industries and, I thank you for inviting AFTRA to participate in this hearing today.    All 
of us on this panel are gravely concerned about the by-products of media consolidation.    
However, AFTRA is unique on this panel, in that we represent performers who work in 
virtually every sector of the media industry. On the job and in the community, AFTRA 
members have experienced first-hand the devastating effects of media consolidation. 
 
Consolidation affects all AFTRA members, whether they are local or network 
newspersons, actors in television programs or commercials, or recording artists as royalty 
artists or background singers. 
 
In preparation for these hearings, we put out the call to AFTRA members to ask them a 
simple question:  How do the FCC’s media ownership rules affect your professional and 
work life? 
 
What we heard was alarming.   News reporters and anchors told us that consolidation 
leads to an ever-increasing ‘dumbing down’ of the news, and pressure to recycle and re-
use material, rather than look for new and relevant local stories to report.   Recording 
artists told us that opportunities for airplay were severely reduced if not destroyed by 
homogenization of radio formats and fewer independent stations with local content.  
Actors told us that opportunities to earn a living were irrevocably harmed because the 
number of independent producers has plummeted, with networks owning and utilizing 
their own “in-house” production facilities for the production of all of their shows.  Radio 
announcers told us how consolidation has resulted in catastrophic job loss and salary 
compression because when hundreds of stations are commonly owned, the most cost-
effective way to program those stations is by voice-tracking or automating. 
 
Our members also asked, in many, many instances, that we keep their identity 
confidential.   There are so few participants in the media landscape that our members are 
afraid to speak out publicly in a way that would displease the five multinational 
conglomerates who create the cultural output of our country. We are losing our voices. 
 
So, I’m here to represent those members who asked to be heard, but who were afraid to 
step forward.    Here is some of what they said: 
 
An actor member observed: “Consolidation hurts minorities. Look at The CW: out of 17 
minority shows, only two survived the merger to stay on the air.” 
 



A recording artist tells this story: “Two years ago I had a song on country radio that was 
becoming a national hit. In the old days, I could call the local station and tell them about 
my song and, being a local myself, they would often add my song to the playlist. On this 
last song, however, I was told that all songs were now being programmed from out of 
state and they could no longer add local material. This is consolidation gone terribly 
wrong.” 
 
A broadcaster reports: “In my case, an entire staff of AFTRA announcers has been fired, 
leaving ONE to voice, produce, and load commercial materials onto the station’s audio 
hard drive. Furthermore, we no longer generate original public service campaigns we did 
before the impact of consolidation. We have suffered and so has the public.” 
 
And, as this testimonial illustrates, sometimes one of the by-products of consolidation – 
the lack of local programming and experienced local personnel -- is life-threatening: 
“While on a western driving vacation in 2002, my family and I spent some time in the 
town of Deadwood, South Dakota. During our visit, we turned on the radio to hear some 
local programming. What we heard was shocking: it was obvious to me that the voice we 
were listening had seldom, if ever, been on the air. Due to lack of experience relating 
emergency procedures, the on-air voice was fumbling around trying to explain a serious 
problem: Deadwood had to be evacuated due to an encroaching forest fire. Luckily, we 
were already on our way out of town.” 
 
AFTRA has filed comments in every FCC proceeding related to these rules in the past 
twenty years.   In those comments, we have articulated, with specific concrete examples, 
how our members’ interest in secure jobs that earn a living wage is perfectly aligned with 
the public’s interest in diverse sources of news, information and entertainment 
programming.  Our over 70,000 AFTRA members are concerned, however, that our cries 
have fallen on deaf ears.  We urge you to hear what we are saying this time, to listen to 
what you are being told, and to retain and craft new, meaningful rules related to 
ownership of media in this country. 
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