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“Building bridges through ministries and relationships that lead people to real life in Jesus.”

July 17, 2006

Commission's Secretary

Office of the Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
Attention: CGB Room 3-B431

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: Request for exemption from closed captioning
Dear Sir or Madam:

First Baptist Church of L eesburg, Florida, respectfully requests an exemption from the FCC Closed
Captioning requirements on the basis of Undue Burden.

Our church has provided a video presentaton of our weekly church service since 1978, and therefore falls
into the Pre-Rule Programming category. The televisan ministry is extremely beneficial to those who may
have challenges physically attending the church.

As of February, 2006, we cut our one hour broadcast to 30 minutes due to budget constraints.
Documentation to this effect in the form of a copy of our televison contact in enclosed. As of April, 2006, the
cost of ciosed captioning would be $150/week, over 20% of our broadcast contract, not including tape costs.
This additional expense could potentially cripple our broadcast ouireach ministry. In addition to air time
expenses, the church also pays audio and camera operators as well as a director and editor.

Please note that our broadcast supplies an altenative for closed captioning requirements in two forms: 1}
We have displayed sensitivity to our hearing impaired and deaf audience by keying in an interpreter for the
deaf since September, 2002. Sign language is a vital part of our weekly broadcast. This required the
purchase of an additional camera and insert equipment at the time. 2) We also provide text and graphic
displays in every broadcast, in the form of character generation provided by our program editor.

First Baptist Church, Leesburg, Florida is a 501(c}(3} organization. Documentation is enclosed. We do not
sell advertising nor do we solicit funds from our viewers. We have no outside sponsors and the burden of
the broadcast funding is strictly on the church and funds received through regular offerings.

Finaily, we aiso greatly support our community by providing operations such as a Men's Shelter, Womens'
Care Center, Pregnancy Care Center, Benevolence Ministries to the needy, and Chitdren and Youth
Programs. Should First Baptist Church of Leesburg, Florida be required to take on the additional expense
and burden of closed captioning, it could greatly affect our ability to help the poor and hurting of our county.

Respectfully Submitted:
First Baptist Church of Leesburg, Florida

Cn
en Smith, Minister

Enclosures:

501(c)(3) Documentation
Television Broadcast Contract
Affidavit




220 North 13th Street, Leesburg, FL 34748, Phone: 352/787-1005

“Building bridges through ministries and velationships that lead people 10 real life in Jesus.”

July 17, 2006
Affictavit

We, the undersigned, admit, agree, confirm/swear that any and all information, documents and
data provided to the Federal Communications Commission on

July 17, 2008, is true and correct and accurately reflect our knowledge at the time such
documents were filed.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF THE DULY AUTHORIZED LEADERSHIP OF FIRST BAPTIST

CHURCH, LEESBURG, FLORIDA OF KEN SMITH, MINISTER, AND
ART A. ATRIS, ADMINISTRATOR, HAVE EXECUTED THIS DECLARATION.
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Executive Committee
34 Z :
ic < Southern Baptfst Convention
3 < MORRIS H. CHAPMAN

R T . FRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

.......

J.R. JACK) WILKERSON
VICE PRESIDENT FOR BUSINESS AND FINANCE

July 20, 1998

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to state that First Baptist Church of Leesburg, Florida, is affiliated
with the Southern Baptist Convention. They are listed on page 131 of
the 1998 Directory of Southern Baptist Churches. Therefore, they
qualify as part of our group tax exemption ruling number GEN #1674.
Attached is a copy of the group ruling dated August 10, 1990.

Sincerely,

John R. {Jack) Wilkerson

Ir
Enclosure

901 Commerce Street
Nashville TN 37203-3699
(615) 244-2355

FAX (615) 742-8919
CompuServe 70423,1004




Internal Revenue Service

District
Director

Depariment of the Treasury

Returns Program Management
Statft- Taxpavyer Assistance
P, 0, Box 1055 - Room 907
101 Mariettz Street, NHW

Atlanta:» Ceorgia 30370

Date: AUG 10 1958

Southern Baptist Convention Fefer Reply tolRPMIEDITPA

201 Commerce Street
Macshville: TN 37203-38620

I, |
GEN: 1674

Dezr Sir or Mzdami

Thie i in responce to your.request for confirmation of wvour
exemption from Federzl Incomz Tex,

You were recognized g en orgsnizstion exempt from Feder:zl Income
Tex under section S01(c)(3) of the Internzl Revenugs Code by our
letter of Awgust, 19614 + You uere further determined net be
g privete foundzation within the meaning of section 30%(z2) of tho
Code because vou are sn organizztion described in section
170¢(bX(1)CA)(i) and S509(3)(1),

Corntributions to vou are deductible =z provided in section 170 of
thz Code.

The exemption letter for vouw 2nd wvour subordinztes remzins in
affect wntil terminsted: modifiedr or revoked by the Interncl

Revenue Service: Any chenge in your purposess  charzcter, or
method of copzration must be reported to ve so w2z msy considezr
the effect of the chenge on vour exempl statue. You muet 2leo

report any chenaz in vouwr nam? &~d sddress:
Thank vou for vour cocoperztion.
incerely vourss
I - -
UVC/&_J )

EXE¥IFT DRGANIZATIOMS/MASTER FILE
COORDINATOR

Your Iﬁquiry Dated? 7/18/°0
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TOTAL

‘LENGTH oF TELECAST 28 30 HOUFI S DAYS Sund ays’ No. TIMES ° 52
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