
May 10, 2005

Commission's Secretary
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Attention: CGB Room 3-8431

To whom it may concern,

Please use this letter as a request for exemption from the closed captioning rules
(found in 47 C.F.R. 79.1), In response to the FCC regulation that all new
programming be closed captioned, I kindly request Today's Topic, a locally
produced half hour public affairs program from New Mexico, be granted
exemption status due to the undue burden ruling.

As producer of Today's Topic, I find the additional cost unbearable. Currently,
the show is shot free of charge at a local PBS affiliate who uses students to
assist in production. The clips are edited by a production house, (Amarillo
Video) at roughly $1100 per month. Airtime is charged $300 per week which is
considerably less due to community education aspect of the show. As an
Eastern New Mexico advocate, I have taken pride in offering viewers educational

. segments on women's health, Habitat for Humanity, and small business, just to
name a few. I have assumed the financial responsibilities of the program,
however the closed captioning costs would create an undue burden that I
request you review. The current closed captioning cost was quoted at $400 per
show, over half of the current production cost.

I researched the requirements from an FCC site and saw that program providers
who have revenues of less than $3000 per year are exempt from the captioning
requirements. Currently, Today's Topic has no revenue, only expenses as
mentioned above.

I have enclosed copies of the costs incurred in production.

Thank you,

, !J
I. ay Brumfield

Executive Producer of Today's Topic

Cc: KENW, KOBR
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AFFIDAVIT OF KATHY ELLIOTT

State ofNew Mexico

Clovis

BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public in and for the state, personally came

and appeared Kathy Elliott, who, after being first duly sworn, deposed that:

I. My name is Kathy Elliott, I am over the age of 18 years and make this

Affidavit based upon my personal knowledge.

2. I reside in Clovis, New Mexico and am currently the production coordinator

for Today's Topic in Clovis, New Mexico, 1421 Main Street, Clovis, NM 88101.

3. On behalfof Today's Topic, I respectfully submit herewith to the Federal

Communications Commission my May 17, 2006 letter requesting exemption from the

Commission's closed captioning rules.

4. The information contained in my letter is true and correct

Kathy Elliott

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me, Notary PUblic, on this

,qt:bday of May, 2006.



State of New Mexico

Clovis

AFFIDAVIT
OF

]{ATHY ELLIOTT

Before me, THE UNDERSIGNED Notary Public in and for the state ofNew

Mexico and city of Clovis, personally came and appeared Kathy Elliott, who, after being

first dually sworn, deposed that:

I am currently the production coordinator for Today's Topic in Clovis, New

Mexico. I have been so for one and a half years. In this position I am familiar with the

finances and business operation ofToday's Topic.

I am authorized to submit this affidavit in support of Today's Topic petition for

exemption from Closed Captioning requirements pursuant to Federal Communications

Commission rules and regulations. This affidavit is made based on my personal

knowledge of the financial and business operations of Today's Topic.

I believe that compliance with the Closed Captioning Rules would cause an undue

burden in the form of significant difficulty or expense.

Today's Topic broadcasts on local television once a week for a half hour of

airtime on two stations. The purpose of the show is community awareness in public

services, awareness in health and fitness, suggestions and advice for small business as

well as many other community awarenesses.

Gayla Brumfield, Executive Producer of Today's Topic has assumed full financial

responsibility for the program and has exhausted all funds for Today's Topic in

production and editing for the show.



We respectfully request that Today's Topic be granted an exemption from the

closed captioning requirements based on the undue burden ofcompliance. Ifyou have

any questions or need further infonnation, please do not hesitate to contact us at any time.

Thank you for time and consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

Kathy Elliott
Production Coordinator

Ccs:KENW
KOaR

-
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Invoice
P.O. Box 8941

Amarillo, TX 79114

Bill To

Elliott Marketing
Kathy Elliott
1421 N. Main
Clovis, NM 88101
fax 505-763-0732

Dale Invoice #

P.o. No. Terms Job Rep

Net 30 Ed

service Srvc Date Cly/Hrs Description Rate Amount

Post ProCluction 12 Today's Topic· shows 61, 62. 63, 64 75.00 900.00

Shipping 4 12.00 48.00

Please remit to the address above.
Thank you for your business!

Sales Tax (0.0%)

Total

$0.00

$948.00


