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Medteal News Network is the dba (dOing business as) name used by me (MIchael
Wiegenstein). Medical News Network is a home based business and was started in
J"nuffiy :WOb 1101 the putpu,*, 01 plOOUG,ny ffiKJ """19 Iltlll nout mtOl.hcally base<J
informative and educational talk shows. on a variety of subjects, with different guest
doetOfS, Th«i~ (ij(fj no &rnp!oy"eea i!ifnu lh~ bbl~ins~$= is irriti(~i)' t4.in t,)' rne, as a sc..l~
proprietorship. The show currently being produced is called Medical News Network
and f5 hosted by me, The show f'S desigend to be eithe-r a web based i"f0rm~tiDtl

piece for prO$peClive patients vi&iting the doctor's web page, or air on TV in only
their locai markets. on a iO"'.& channel , assist the doctor in purc.iJasil'lg airtime
In ttlelr local marketlfttley Choose to alrttlelr shOw, most only use It as a wen
based product. An Example can be found at www.DIIOC.com. I do not own any
of the productIOn eqUipment inVolved .., Sl'toOtil1\f tile sl1ow. I, doing buSiness as
Medical News Network, here by petition for exemption from the closed captioning
requ;rements under section 79.1 (d} {2 &t2).

Notmcation .:,1 d:,s&d c-aptc,ning r&quirem~nts was recJevE<d by ~"'i?dk-al New; Ne-t"vc,rk
the ena of 2005 by various cable proviOers we sometimes use10 air the show. Due to
the t~m€ of V&af ~"ld th.e V~IDJjS hofld~ys ar!prc~htng, fnfnfff!ation on c1('~ c8-ptio-nin:g
was a little difficult to get. I was able to get" few quotes from various closed captioning
companies, and most were in the $20000 per episode range. (Examples a!lachedl
Tfleproduction company I use to film the snow IS also a smallbusmess, who does not
at this time have closed captioning ability nor is able to afford the 3-5 thousand dollar
ne&ded to- purchase it

For the YeQf- 2005 my total ra-venue for the program Me<l'cai News N8t'oNOfK andr~
events was $57.584. The cost of production and other related items was $46,941. A net
prnftt~ of $8)14:j .L\;r!d~n-g (:L,~r.:f ~ptkii ;;rl!i tr) the 13 strcr1i¥S I dicHast yeru-"YvV1Jtd- j, k., ease
my expenses at a minumum by $3000. or just onder 35% of my profit from the show. To
have tn add cl~ r:a.ntinnir.-o tr~ tpP. !'thrMl'l1Vnldrl n!acp.:-;ti~ HnduP.e fin;mdaJ- burn-an. np..:i-
very fragile at this 'pojrltintjme,siart~p-busin~§,cas ~;'l as on~e p...rs~nally-~nile~ve
me no real choice but to stop prooucing the program and seek addiUona! employmeN
tt> suppiement~ lost income.



Other SOurces of rncome

In addition to the program 1maintain a flJUtlme 50+ hour a week lObo I am a divorced father
of two. Being able to maintain my child support and alimony payments is veri important to
1111:' anu UtI:' IlIWl:'sl'flt;UItII:' I <11:'1',..., ltotll lhe p"'g''''II's p"''''llQUnllu n"" belflg able 10 00
so Because I compete with the show in an arena that is filled with much larger production
:.::;ompanies ;"'l.,-ith rfH.iGn newer and higher tech equipment than i havs aCceSs to, {fly ptit:jng
is the only way to stay competitive, as I cannot always offer all the bells and whistles a
iafgef company can. so hak;ing to raise my erices to cover me cost 'Of dosed- capt1Dl'1ing
would most certainly -elirninale that niche. I am a for profit busln'&ss so cannot seek out
any grants. availab.le to h.elp defer the cost

Type of Operation of the Program Owner

My business is a video, teleVision and internet production designed to help medical
professionals deUver their message to the pUblic in a timely and cost efficient manner.
I i:ll>;o PfUvtUe >;on"" 'll llUtffie UtilfllngM lhe V8f10U5 proIe55IOlttli:>:;!;di1 ami gut<Jtltlre
on the best office procedures and policies. Both are on a limited basis and included as
~'.fi of rny prograrn.i inccm".

Medic.l Ntiiws N6(WOfK liS • hornE: basad business and is a dOd of rna, Michael 'v'\fjegenstein l

located in Cathedral City, Ca. The show Is an information based production and as such
h* m~Hl'1 marw befor-e and after photo1s sflown thouoh out the- PfOQfaffi ae wen as
titles on the bottom constantly displayed about who the doctor is and what we are talking about
The show is very self explanatory and. easv to follow along with" even with the volume turned
completely oft. As I stated before, I was not even notified otthe ;mpendtng requrrement untt1
December 05, which left little or no time to try and remedy the situation, much less the
I1nanGlai means requll'ed to accomplish it, I sub contHlct the actual sllooting of the show out to
a local production company, I do not own any of the equipment required to film the show in
its present form and cannot rightfu!!y d~rnanu the production company r use make tile capital
expenditure required to purchase the equipment needed for closed captioning. I started the
~- in Jaftuap{ 2C.o5 tn ~-suvpk!meft:~mv f'tOfmaf {~me a'f!d Pf-oy~~t~ ahmty~ to
pay and stay current on my child support and a~monypayments. Lowering my Income from the
production would severly handicap my ability to do SQ. I am a single man with no other source of
,ncome other man what I earn at my full lime Job and my Um1ted Income from Me01eat News
Network.

Conclusion

Medical News Network totally supports the closed caption conceprana I can _ where
programmers with the proper resources can benefit both the viewer and their clients. With the
pfOper amount of IHl18 and business gfOwth I may be able to add closed capoo.liflg H1 tire ne,1t
future, H~~~v~r, to~~ve t:> do s~ ~t ~his tl,:,~ woul,d be ,the death of,my business a.nd reSUlt,. ,
Hi (ny InaOllllY lv GUfiUnUe w provioe thoss j nave aone CUSlOess Wilfl ene SStviGe i nave prOmiS6:0.
I am compelled, in order to maintain my business and to be able to continue to deliver the
~·ervic:e ! nave Pfcm~Sed. to· seek oot 3ft e~tioflfrom pn:wkHng dosed- captkming as an- undue
financial burden and hardsip and that Medical News Network faUs under the $3 million dollar a
year- income level as pet the. reauirements under Section 79.1 fd) (2 &. 12)

Declaration

t, Mlchael J. Wtegenstem, am owner of Medleat News Network and have reVieWed the Petition
for Excemption from Closed Captioning filed on behalf of me, doing business as. Medical News



Network, In this matter, and upon informatlon and belief, believe the statements regardtng my
organization and Medical News N~""ork , to be true and accurate.
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TO, 2

FROM. .hIslin K. MiIeeOOntM f Video CapIloo ClJfPOfiIIlOf1

Itt. Cro-1~~'

It was a pIeaa-$pHI\1nO WlCII youanQ l\a¥lflO the~ to (IlICUfi ClOse
caDtl.ot11J"z:ij- ,-cur sr.>:Ow.!t v~e_ c-apaJOn~_ '.Jer:.j mucn aQPfe~a1ti- the
opportunity 10 submit Ihl$ propoilito~n programn\mo for Rai Estate TV

AS 'Ml Q\$culSe ~ Video ¢apltonCorJxlr8lton ,'iCC)•• tun MNIOe~
,..;:.v!njnl,U·~,(,;~~)n'!7t t'jq'n ~:pe-d~4zt("~ if'~-eapt1Qt~MC\Ii(',.s tor tm:;la.jrasters

CQ~. tndepeildi....It~. ~.Itbt&i"'. ~. anO"ilO"llrlllilOllt
"';lenr..r..:>

'Ice IS OfOQOIlflV to CION ¢Illttonll'le .fOftQWIng pcOllRllM «me CIlIICOUl"lled _ IilR
fonh t:l$lQw R~fJd rat.5a$ I;I!JitQt:t dl$Counu f4r vnh1m"

Total numtlef of snow.

captioni", Raftt 8f ....Im,
R<JiI LIp CClptioning

1Nduc«t1tllfa tor Raje... TV:
ReJJt..vp C9f:~it)fjifH.j

26

$275 / 30 rmnutes
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••. we WID alwavt esc our ¥e1Y MlIlIO lUke lhtsptoc.:eM 0 eDy SOd~ U
'Ne CAn ~f 1Zii h1rie .:rr,~~~~ ~n1t piaaM dOom·~. to co."9ct me ~.

any lime I am certain we can deVelOP a~ lI'IIIt IS mutUllllyoetlei\clel.

TtTanll; you tor your lime &nO your~ at our ptopwal. we lOOk fOl_o to
working with you

C9rd1etAtdprSrgn

j am avllilab4e If you nave any" latto."lI abOutNpropoNI. PINIe c:ontBd me
~.,..ytinv:

Teteonone: ,e<lO) 1~1203
F~ (84'\) ~118fl
ErnattJ~.com
'Websrte W'I:NI. \(JC!ps.~
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