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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

In Re: Form 471 Application Number: 515425
Billed Entity Number (BEN): 131392
Billed Entity FCC RN: 0011785367
Applicant's Form Identifier: yr9471con

APPEAL

CC Docket No. 02-6

NOW COMES Berrien County Intermediate School District (Appellant) and files
this appeal of a Funding Commitment Decision Letter (FCDL) dated August 15,
2006 (Attachment A).

The Funding Commitment Report, found at pages 5, 6 and 7 of the FCDL, states
the following: "Funding was denied because a substantial number of the Letters
of Agency or other documentation authorizing the filing of the Form 471 did not
specify the timeframe during which the LOA was in effect."

Appellant requests that the decision of the Schools and Libraries Division be set
aside and that full funding in the amount of $295,426.88 be approved for Funding
Year 2006.

A short history of this instant matter will follow.

On April 12,2006, appellant received a fax transmission from Harold W.
Kestenbaum, consortium reviewer for the School and Libraries Division of the
Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC). (Attachment B) Appellant
was asked to document the fact that all of the members of the consortium were
aware of the filing of applications on their behalf.

On April 19, 2006, appellant faxed a twelve (12) page response to the USAC
(Attachment C).

On August 15, 2006, appellant received the FCDL referenced above.

Appellant disputes the denial of its funding request and would argue that it is
entitled to receive full funding, as requested.
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A. Appellant is an Intermediate School District under Michigan law and as
such is a consortium for its member individual school districts.

Appellant is an "intermediate school district" (ISO) in the state of Michigan.
An ISO is an agency that is defined in section 604 of the Michigan Revised
School Code (Code), Act 451 of 1976, being MCL 380.1 et seq. This section
sets an ISO's boundaries as one or more counties in size. In appellant's
case, the ISO encompasses a single county, the County of Berrien. MCL
380.604

The state of Michigan has a total of eighty three (83) counties The state of
Michigan has a total of fifty-seven (57) ISOs. The discrepancy lies in the fact
that some of the ISO's encompass more than a single county as permitted by
section 604 referenced above. Every local school district, by law, is a
member of one of these intermediate school districts.

An ISO, under the Code, has certain powers and responsibilities as it relates
to its constituent school districts.

Section 601 a of the Code, being MCL 380.601 a, enumerates an ISO's
powers and responsibilities to serve its constituent members.

According to section 601a(1)(a), the ISO "may exercise a power incidental or
appropriate to the performance of any function related to the operation of the
intermediate school district in the interest of public elementary and secondary
education in the intermediate school district, including, but not limited to, all of
the following: (a) Educating pupils. In addition to educating pupils in grades K­
12, this function may include operation of preschool, lifelong education, adult
education, community education, training, enrichment and recreation
programs for other persons." MCL 380.601 a(1 )(a)

The above section clearly directs an ISO to educate pupils in the interest of
public elementary and secondary education in the intermediate school district.
Part of educating pupils is providing opportunities to secure technology for
constituent districts at discounted rates, if possible.

Further, section 627 of the Code enumerates the powers of the Board of an ISO.
Specifically, subsection 2 gives the Board the authority to enter into cooperative
programs for information technology systems. "(2) An intermediate school board
may conduct or participate in cooperative programs for information technology
systems which may include, but are not limited to, equipment for storage,
retrieval, processing, and transmission of voice, data, or video communications;
contract with public schools or other educational institutions, government
agencies, public broadcasting stations or systems, or information technology
service providers in conducting the programs; and acquire and install the
equipment, software, and training necessary for the programs in the manner and



at the places the intermediate school board considers appropriate." MCl
380.627(2)

The Code grants appellant broad power to provide educational services to K-12
students in the entire county of Berrien, Michigan. All public school districts in
Berrien County, Michigan are, by Michigan state law, the constituents of
appellant.

Appellant, under the above cited statutory authority, conducts cooperative
programs for information technology for its member districts. The legislature
understood that the ISO, acting as a consortium for its member districts, could
more efficiently provide technology services then if each individual district
contracted for such services on its own. This provision is in direct line with the E­
rate's goals of providing enhanced technology to schools in the most efficient,
and cost effective manner possible.

Therefore, Michigan ISO's are consortiums. A "consortium" is defined as: "A
combination of organizations within a community (i.e. schools, school districts,
libraries, library systems, government, and healthcare providers) with identified
common communication needs and a plan for community infrastructure. It may
include both eligible and ineligible organizations, but E-rate discounts can only be
applied to the portion of the services received by eligible entities."

Appellant has filed as a consortium since Year 1 of the E-rate program and has
filed as such every year since that time. Until the current funding year, appellant
has never been denied funding nor has its funding requests been reduced from
the amount requested. The current funding request at issue provides for internet
services from MERIT, Inc. The contract for these services began on July 1,
2005, and will end on June 30, 2007. The current funding request also provides
for telecommunication services from Michigan Bell Telephone Company arises
from a contract with the provider which began on July 1, 2003, and ends on June
30,2008. Finally, a third provider, Verizon North Inc., is also part of the funding
request and operates on a month to month basis with appellant.

The member districts of the consortium have come to rely on these services and
have enjoyed the opportunity to utilize the services provided through the
consortium since it saves the individual districts money.

Appellant's Technology Plan recognizes the appellant's responsibility to its
member districts by speaking of the E-rate program and the savings realized by
filing as a consortium. (Page 12 of Attachment D)

B. Appellant's consortium, since it is a statutory entity, does not require
Letters of Agency from its constituent members



The Funding Commitment Decision Letter, as noted above, stated that "Funding
was denied because a substantial number of the Letters of Agency or other
documentation authorizing the filing of the Form 471 did not specify the
timeframe during which the LOA was in effect." Since appellant is a statutory
entity where constituent districts must be part of the ISO, under USAC guidelines,
no Letter of Agency is required.

Further, appellant has filed its funding requests since the inception of the E-rate
program on a yearly basis in the same manner as the current year. Funding has
never been denied or reduced in any of the prior years. Due to the structure of
the ISO in the state of Michigan, every individual school district is part of an ISO.
Every ISD provides services for its member districts.

The E-rate program was instituted in order to provide school and libraries with an
opportunity to receive internet and other technology related services at a
discounted rate to assist in the education of its students. Appellant has, in good
faith, done what it has done since the beginning of the program - filed, as a
consortium, for funding the technology needs of its members. Member districts
anticipate receiving the discounted services, as they have in the past. It is unfair
to deny funding for the current year when the same procedures have been
followed as in the past. Appellant understands that the integrity of the E-rate
program must be protected. Appellant understands that fraud cannot be
tolerated. Appellant has submitted its application for funding with these
objectives in mind.

In a recent decision of the Federal Communications Commission, the Wireline
Competition Bureau reversed a decision of the Universal Service Administrative
Company (USAC) denying E-rate funding to South Carolina for failure to provide
evidence of authority to represent its consortium members. (Order on Request
for Waiver of the Decision of the Universal Service Administrator by South
Carolina Division of the Chief Information Officer, Columbia, south Carolina, DA
06-1106, File No. SLD-441106, released May 26, 2006). Much as in the South
Carolina case, appellant has provided evidence demonstrating that it has
statutory authority to apply on behalf of the consortium members. Michigan law
is clear that individual school districts must be part of an ISO. Further, the ISD
has the statutory authority to file funding requests on behalf of its members in
order to be more efficient and cost effective.

No member districts, as part of the consortium, have ever complained about
appellant's filing E-rate funding requests on their behalf. In fact, all member
districts have paid their pro rata share of the non discounted services since Year
One of the E-rate program.

Granting this appeal will also serve the public interest. Appellant's application for
E-rate support for its constituent members, if denied, will severely impact the
connectivity of its member districts. Denying the application would create undue



hardship on the consortium. Further, no issue has been made of prior funding
requests and it is too late to rectify the situation for this year which will adversely
impact all students in the consortium. Appellant has responded to requests from
the USAC on a timely basis and has attempted to demonstrate its compliance.

In the alternative, if the FCC determines that there is not statutory authority to
treat appellant as a consortium, appellant would argue that the previous
information submitted to the USAC, along with the explanation of the ISO's role in
filing on behalf of its constituent member districts, should establish that the
districts have approved such filings.

Finally, if the above arguments are dismissed, appellant would respectfully
request a waiver of the deadline for filing Letters of Agency for the current
funding year. Further, appellant would request the opportunity to file Letters of
Agency from its constituent districts as directed by the FCC.

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Ronald M. Basso
Basso & Basso Legal Services LLC
PO Box 63
Iron River, MI 49935
Telephone: 906.265.4410
Email: ron@bassoandbasso.us



USAC Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraricf> Division

August 15, 2006

Dennis Lundgren
BERRI EN CO INTER
711 SAINT JOSEPH
8ERRIEN SPGS, HI

tURDING COMMITMENT DECISION LETTER
(Funding Year 2006, 07/01/2006 - 06/30/2007)

SCHOOL DIST
AVE

49103-1583

InclUde the following to identify the

ae: Form 471 Application Number: 515425
Billed Entity Number (BEN): 131392
Billed Entity FCC RH: 0011785367
Applicant's lorm Identifier: yr9471con

Thank you for your Funding Year 2006 application for Universal Service Support and for
any assistance you provided throughout our review. The current status of the funding
request(s) in the Form 471 application cited above and featured in the Funding Commitment
Report(s) (Report) at the end of this letter is as follows .

.. The alllount, $295 1 426.88 is "Oenied."

Please refer to the Re~rt on the page followin9 this letter for specific funding request
decisions and explanat1ons. The Universal SerV1ce Administrative Company (USAC) is also
sending this information to ¥our service provider(s) so preparations can be9in for
implementing your approved d~scount(s) after you lile form 486 (Receipt of Service
Confirmation Form). A guide that provides a definition for each line of the Report
precedes the Report.

A list of Inportant Reminders and Deadlines is inclUded with this letter to assist you
throughout the application process.

NEXT STEPS

- Work with your service provider to determine if you will receive discounted bills or
if ¥ou will request reimbursement from USAC after paying your bills in full
Rev~ew technology planning approval requirements
Revie~ CIPA requirements
File Form 486

- Invoice USAC using the Form 474 (service provider) or Form 472 (Billed Entity) - as
products and services are being delivered and billed

TO APPEAL THIS DECISION,

If you wish to appeal a decision in this letter, your appeal must be received by USAC or
postmarked within 60 days of the date of this letter. Failure to meet this requirement
will result in automatic dis~issal of your appeal. In your letter of appeal:

1. Include the name, address, telephone number, fax number, and (if available) email
address for the person who can most readily discuss this appeal with us.

2. State outright that your letter is an appeal.
letter and the decis10n you are appealing:
- AppellanL name,
- Applicant name and service provider name, if different from appellant,

Applicant BEN and Service Provider Identification Number (SPIN),
- Form 471 Application Number 515425 as assigned by USAC ,

"Funding Commitment Decision Letter for Funding Year 2006," AND
- The exact text or the decision that you are appealing.

---------------------- - ---------- -------

Schools and Uhrao;c5 Division - Corrcspond~cc Unit,
100 South Jefferson Road, P.O. aO)( 902, Whippany, New Jcncy 079RI

Visit us online at: www.usac.orglsl



Correspondence Unit

email, email your appeal to
USAC Will automatically reply to incoming emails

fax, fax your appeal to (973) 599-6542.

paper, send your appeal to:

3. Plea.se keep your letter to t.he point, and provide documentation to support your
app-eal. Be sure to Iteep a copy af your entire appea~, including any correspondence
ana documentation.

4, If you are the applicant~ plyase proVide a copy of your appeal to the serVlce .
provider(s) affected by uSAC s declsion, If you are the service p~oVider, please
provide a copy of your appeal to the applicant(s) affected by USAC s decision.

S. Provide an authorized signature on your letter of appeal.

To submit your appeal to USAC by
appeals~sl.univ~rsalservice.org.
to confJxm rece1pt.

To submit your appeal to USAC by

To submit your appeal to USAC on

Letter of Appeal
Schools and Libraries Division
100 south Jefferson Road
p ,0, Box 902
Whippany, New Jersey 07981

While we encourage you to resolve your appeal with USAC first, you have the option of
filing an appeal directly with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). You should
refe~ to CC Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC. Your appeal
must be received by the FCC or postmarked w~thin 60 days of the date of this letter.
Failure to meet th~s requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal.
We strongly recommnnd tfiat you use the electronic filing options described in the
"Appeals Procedure posted 1n the Reference Area of our website. If you are subr-itting
your appeal via United States Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of the Secretary,
~5 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554,

NOTICE ON RULES AND FUNDS AVAILABILITY
An applicants· receipt of funding coa~itment5 15 contingent on their compliance with a11
statutory, regUlatory, and procedural reqUirements of tfle Schools and Libraries Program.
Applicants who have received funding commitments continue to be subject to audits and
other reviews that USAC and/or the FCC may undertake periodically to ass~re that funds
that have been committed are being used in accordance with all such requ~rements. USAC
may be reqUired to reduce or cancel funding commitments that were not ~ssued in
accordance with such requirements( whether due to action or inactionAincluding but not
limited to that by USAC, the appl~cant, or the service provider. US C, and other
appropriate authorities (including but not limited to the FCC), May pursue enforceThent
actions and other means of recourse to collect improperly disDursea funds. The timing
of payment of invoices may also be affected by the availability of funds based on the
amount of funds collected from contributing telecommunications companies.

SchoolS and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 2 of 7 08/15/2006



A report for each
are providing the

A GUIDE TO THE FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT

funding request in your app~ication is attached to this letter.
followlng deftnitions for the items in that report.

We

to each
service

FORM 471 APPLICATION NUMBER, The unique identifier assigned to a Form 471 application
by USAC.

FUNDING REQUEST NUMBER fFRN): A Funding Request Number is assigned by USAC
Block 5 of your ForM 47. this number is used to report to applicants and
providers toe status of individual funding requests submitted.

FUNDING STATUS, Each FRN will have one of the following statuses,
1. t1Fundedll - the FRN is approved for support. Thefund.inq level will generally be the

level requested unless USAC determineD during the application reView process that
some adjustment ~s appropriate.

2. "Not I!'undedu - the FRN is one for which no funds Were cOlltnitted. The reason for the
decision will be briefly explained in the "Funding Commitment Decision Explanation."
An ERN may be "Not Funded" because the request. does not comply wit.h program rules l or
because the total amount of funding available for the Funding Year was ~nsufficient
to fund all requests.

3. "As Yet Unfunded" - a temporary status ass:igned to an ERN when USAC is uncertain at
the time the letter is sent abOut Whether 5uf£icient funds exist to make commit~ents
for requests for Internal Connections Other than Basic Maintenance or Basic Maintenance
of Internal Connections at a particular discount level. For example/ if your
application included requests for discounts on both Telecommunications Services and
Ihternal Connections, you might receive a letter with funding comnitments for your
TelecOlJlIRUnications Services funding requests and With an "As Yet Unfunded" stat.us
on your Internal Connections requests. You would receive one or more subsequent
letters regarding the funding decisions on your Internal Connections requests.

CATEGORY OF SERVICE: The type of service ordered from the service provider, as shown
on your Form 471.

FORM 470 APPLICATION NUMBER, The Form 470 Application Number associated with this FRN
from Block 51 Item 12 of the Form 471,

SPIN (Service Provider Identification Number): A unique number assigned by USAC to
service providers seeking payment from the Universal Service Fund Programs A SPIN
is also used to verify dellvery of services and to arrange for payment.

SERVICE PROVIDER NAME: The legal name of the service provider.

CONTRACT NUMBER: The number of the contract hetween the eligible party and the service
provider, if a contract number was provided on your Form 471.

BILLING ACCOUNT NUMBER: The account number that your service provider has established
with you for billing purposes, if a Billing Account Number was provided on your Form 471.

SERVICE START DATE: The Service Start Date for this FRN from Block 5, Item 19 of your
Form 471.

CONTRACT EXPIRATION DATE: The Contract Expiration Date for this FRN from Block 5,
Item 20b of your Form 471, if a contract expiration date Was provided on your Form 471,

§ITE IDENTIFIEfi' The Entity Number listed in Form 471, Block 5, Item 22a for
I site specific FR.Ns only.

NUMBER OF MONTHS RECURRING SERVICE PROVIDED IN FUNDING YEAR, Tbe number of months of
service that has been approved for the funding year/ for recurring services.

ANNUAL PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELIGIBLE RECURRING CHARGES, Ellgible monthly pre-discount
amount approved for recurring charges multiplied by number of months of recurrLng serV1ce
approved for the fWlding year>

ANNUAL PRE-DISCOUNT AMOUNT FOR ELIGIBLE NON-RECURRING CHARGES, Annual eligible
nah-recurring charges approved for the funding year.

PRE-OISCOUNT AMOUNT, Amount in Form 471, Bloclc 5, Item 231. as determined through the
application review process,

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Oivision/USAC Page 3 of 7 08/15/2006



DIscoUNT PERCENTAGE APPROVED BY USAC: The discount rate that USAC approved for this
service.

FUmoING COMMITMENT DECISION: The total amo~nt of funding that USAC has reserved to
reimburse your service provider for the approved discounts for this service for this
funding year. It is i~portant that both yo~ and your service provider recognize that
OSAC sfiould be invoiced and that disbursement of funds will be made only for eligible,
approved services actually rendered.
FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISION EXPLANAT~ON: This entry provides an explanation of the amount
in the "Funding Commitment Decision.

FCDL DATE: The date of this Funding Commitnent Decision Letter (FCDL),
WAVE NUMBER: The wave number assigned to FCOLs issued on thLs date.

LAST ALLOWABLE OAT! FOR DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION FOR NON-RECURRING SERVICES: The la.t
date approved by the ~CC for delivery and installation of eligible non-recurring services
(e,g" equipment). {The last allowable date for delivery and 1nstallation of recurring
services is always the last day of the fund year J that ~SJ June 30, 2007 for Funding
Year 2006.)

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division!USAC Page 4 of 7 08/15/2006



FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT
Billed Entity NaQe: BERRIEN CO INTER SCHOOL DIST

BEN, 131392
ffunding Year, 2006

Form 471 Application Number~ 515425
ffunding Request Number' 1456440
Fundin9 Status: Not Funded
Category of SerVice: Internet Access
fform 470 Application Number: 173520000510109
SPIN: 14300'1331
Service Provider Nawe: Merit Network, Inc.
Contract Number, 20041220-498-TLR-A
Billing Account Nu~ber: 20D41220-498-TLR-A
Service Start Date: 07/01/2006
Contract Expiration Date: 06/30/2007
Number of Months Recurring Service Provided in ffunding Year: 12
Annual Pre~discount Amount for Eligible Recurring Charqes: $.00
Annual Pre~discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Charges: $68,060,00
Pre-discount Amount: $68,060.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the USAC: NIA
Funding Commitment Dec1sion; $0.00 - unauth. Consortium Members
Funding Comnitment Decision Explanation: Funding was denied because a substantial
nu~ber of the Letters of Agency or other documentation authorizing the filing of the
Form 471 did not specify tfie t~me£rame during which the LOA was in effect.

FCDL Date, 08/15/2006
Wave Number: 017
Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2007

Funding Request Numberl 1456454
ffunding Status, Not Funded
category of Service: TelecolDluunications Service
Form 470 Application Number: 108600000568452
SPIN: 14300'1791
Service Provider Name: Verizon North Inc.
Contract Number: MTM
Billing Account Number: 215060230930751304
Service Start Date: 07/01/2006
Contract Expiration Date: 06/30/2007
Number of ~onths Recurring Service Provided in Funding Year: 12
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Recurring Charges: $46,680.00
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Charges: $.00
Pre-discount Amount: $46 / 680.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the USAC; NJA
Funding Commitment Dec1sion: $0.00 - Unauth. Consortium Members
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: funding was denied because a substantial
number of the Letters of Agency or other documentation authorizing the filing of the
Form 471 did not specify tfie t1meframe during which the LOA was in effect.

FCDL Date, 08/15/2006
Wave Number ~ 017
Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2007

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Oivision/USAC Page S of 7 08115/2006



Billed Entity
FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT

Name: BERRIEN CO INTER SCHOOL
BEN, 131392

Funding Year, 2006
DIST

Form 471 Application Number, 515425
Funding Request Number, 1460846
Funding Status, Not Funded
Category of Service: Telecommunications Service
Form 470 Application Number: 440000000419476
SPIN, 143001727
Service Provider Name: Michigan Bell Telephone Company
Contract Number: 02-MI-65721
Billing Account Number: ROI-7492
Service Start Date: 07/01/2006
Contract Expiration Dale: 06/3012007
Number of Months Recurring Serv~ce Provided in Funding Year' 12
Annual Pre-discount Am~unt for Eligible Recurring Charges: $20Sl104.96
Annual Pr~-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Charges: ~.OO
Pre-discount Amount: $205,104.96
Discount Percentage Approved by the USAC: N/A
Funding Commitment Dec1sion: $0.00 - Unauth, Consortium Members
Funding COmmitment Decision Explanation: Funding was denied because a substantial
number of the Letters of Agency or other documentation authorizing the filing of the
Form 471 did not s~cify tfie t1mefrane during which the LOA was in effect,

FCDL Date: 08115/2006
Wave Number: 017
Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2007

Funding Request Number: 1461064
Funding Status: Not Funded
Category of Service: Telecommunications Service
Form 470 Application Number, 440000000419476
SPIN, 143001727
SerVice Provider Name: Michigan Bell Telephone Company
Contract Number: 02-MI-65721
Billing Account Number: ROI-7492
Service Start Date: 07101/2006
Contract Expiration Date, 10/3112006
Number of ~onths Recurring Serv~ce Provided in Funding Year: 4
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Recurring Charges: $15,040.00
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Charges: $,00
Pre-discount Amount: $15,040.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the USAC: N/A
Wunding Commitment OeC~5ion: $0.00 - Unauth. Consortium Members
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: Funding was denied because a substantial
number of the Letters of Agency or other documentation authorizing the filing of the
ForD 471 did not specify the tlmeframe during which the LOA was in effect,

FCDL Date: 08115/2006
Wave Number: 017
Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2007

FCDL/Schools and Libraries Division/USAC Page 6 of 7 08/15/2006



FUNDING COMMITMENT REPORT
Billed Entity Name: BERRIEN CO INTER SCHOOL DIST

BEN: 131392
Funding ~ear: 2006

Form 471 Applica~ion Number: 515425
iunding Request Number: 1475428
Funding Status: Not iunded
CaLegory of Service: TelecoRmunications Service
Form 470 Application Number: 108600000568452
SPIN: 143001727
Service Provider Name: Michigan Bell Telephone Company
Contract Number: 20060216-0315
Billing Account Number: ROI-7492
Service Start Date: 11/01/2006
Contract Expiration Date, 06/30/2011
Number of Months Recurring Service Provided in Funding Year: 8
Annual Pre-discount Amount for Eligible Recurring Charges, $141;610.00
Annual Pre~discount Amount for Eligible Non-recurring Charges: ~.OO
Pre-discount Amount: $141;610.00
Discount Percentage Approved by the USAC: N/A
Funding Commitment Dec~sion: $0.00 - Unauth. Consortium Members
Funding Commitment Decision Explanation: Funding was denied because a substantial
number of the Letters of Agency or other documentation authorizing the filing of the
Form 471 did not specify the t1meframe during which the LOA was in effect.

~CDL Date: 08/15/2006
Wave Number: tn 7
Last Allowable Date for Delivery and Installation for Non-Recurring Services: 09/30/2007

~CDL/Schoo1s and Libraries Division/USAC Page 7 of 7 08/15/2Q06



Reoe~ved: 4/1g/06 12:4QPM; So~ix Fax ,> BERRIEN COUNTY ISO. Page 1

4/12/2006 12:29 PM EST To: Dennis Lundgren 8 12694711221 Solix Fax Page: l~
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Unlvenal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries

80 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, New Jersey 07981
Fax: 973·599-6576

FAX TRANSMISSION COVER SHEET

To:
Fax:
SUbject:
From:
Date:

Time:

Dennis Lundgren

12694711221
LOA Request· BEN 131392- BERRIEN CO INTER SCHOOL DIST
SelecliveTeam

April 12, 2006

12:29:03 PM

YOU SHOULD RECEIVE 5 PAGE(S), INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET. IF YOU DO NOT
RECEIVE ALL THE PAGES, PLEASE CALL THE CONTACT SPECIFIED BELOW.

Please see the attached tetter from Universal SeNice Administrative Company (USAC), Schools & Libraries Division.

Please fax all documentation within 7 calendar days.

PLEAse CONFIRM RECEIPT OF THIS REQUEST TO:

J{arotifw. 'l(esten6aum

Schools and Libraries Division ~ Consortium Review

Phone: 973-581·6752 FAX: 973-599-6576

Privilege and Confidentiality Notice

The information in this teleoopv is intendecl for the named recipients only. tt may contain information that ts privileged, confidential or
othelWise protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient. you are hereby notified ttlat any disclosure. copying,
distribution, or the taking 01 any action tn reliance on the eonten1s of this telecopled material is striotIy prohibl1ed. tf you have '_ived
the telecopy in enor, please notify us by telephone immediately and mall the original to us at the above address. Thank: you.
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4112/06 12:50PM.

12:29 PM EST To: Dennis Lundgren ~ 12694711221 Solix Fax4f 1212006

E~mail: HKESTEN@SLuniversalseNice.org

General Web Site: http://wWW.sLuniversalseNice.org
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12:29 PM EST To: DenniS Lundgren @ 1269':1711221 Solix Fax Page: 3-

April 12, 2006

Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libraries Division

TO:
PHONE:
FAX:
E-MAIL
RE:
RESPONSE DUE:

Dennis Lundgren
(269) 4717725
(269) 4711221
dlundgre@remcl I.kI2.mi.us
FY 2006 (FY9) Consortium Review - BEN 131392
April 19,2006

It is important that we receive all ofthe information requested within seven (J) calendar days
from the date ofthis document so that USAC may complete the review of your funding
request(s). USAC encourages you to provide full and complete responses. A non-response to
any ofthe specific requests made here will be taken to mean that you had no information to
provide on the question. A partial answer, such as submitting some WAs but not others, will
be viewed as being all ofthe information that yoo have. When your response is received,
USAC will complete the review based on the information on hand. USAC urges you to
carefully review your response before returning it to ensure that you have prOVided complete
responses to all questions. Finally, note that USAC is unable to grant multiple or lengthy
el<1:ensions to respond to this request for information or seek information nol previously
provided.

Dear Dennis Lundgren,

This is to COnfUlll our conversation and request for documentation for BERRIEN CO lNTER
SCHOOL mST, BEN 1'31392 on April 12, 2006. As discussed, we are looking for
documentation to show that all ofthe members of your consortium were aware ofthe filing of
applications on their behalf. You can document this knowingness in several ways;

I. Submit documentation of knowingness such as Letters ofAgency (WAs) for all
entities listed in Block(s) 4 ofyoor Form 471 applications. Other vehicles to establish
this aulhorization could be a project agreement, a contract, a letter agreement, or other
similar document.

2. For multi-year WAs that have been previously submined to USAC for review, provide
WI with information to locate those in our files as well as any updated information; or

3. For consortia that are created by s1aMe or regulation with mandatory participation,
provide a copy ofthe applicable statute or regulation along with an explanation.

Specific instructions:

----------
School. and Libnlrie. Ptogrem, 100 S. JeffeBOI1 Rd_, P_O. Box 902, Whippany, New Jersey 07981

Visit us online at www.univen;a1setvicc..orgIslI
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1. Applicants submitting new I..elters ofAgency
Please provide documentation/Letters of Agency (I-OAs) for all entities listed in
Block(s) 4 on your Form 471 certified application(s): 513725. Ifyou have filed
additional applications, and they are not listed here, please provide the application
numbers and any additional documentationlLOAs associated with these applications.

These documentslLetters of Agency ahouJd describe that Ibe entity is: I) a member of
the Consortium and, 2) has authorized participation in the tIling ofthe 471
application(s). The document (LOA) must contain the following information:
• Name and Consortium Leader
• Name ofConsortium Member and Dated.Signature
• Timeframe the Consortium will be in effect (must cover current fund year)
• Type of serviee(s) consortium is authorized to apply for.

Page: 4-

In addition, ifyRur documentation/LOAs do not match Ibe Block 4 Entilies exadly,
please provide a cross reference to explain/eliminate any discrepancies. For Example:
• Sehools A & B are listed on Block 4 and are related to School District Z for which

you are submitting an LOA
• Block 4 lists the Main Street Library and your LOA is for the George Washington

Library.

2. Multi-year Letters of Agency guidelines
Ifyou have multi-year LOAs that have been submitted in a previous Funding Year, you
do not have to resubmit them. In lieu of sending us the actual LOAs please provide the
following:
• Please teU us for which Funding Year you provided them.
• Please provide a list ofthose entities, whose LOA(s) was/were previously

submitted, that have dropped oul ofthe consortium. The list must contain the
Entity Name and Number.

• Please provide us with any new LOAs that were not previously suhmitted and
whose entities are now a member of your consortium

3. Consortia create, by statute or regulation, with ma....atory participation
Ifyour consortium does not require Documentation/LOAs as a result of laws governing
the mandatory participation ofall schools and/or libraries in your consortium:

Please provide a copy ofthe state statute or regulation in regards to the mandatory
participation ofthe consortium member entities.
• Please provide a statement of interpretation ofthe statute or regulation

4. Consultants or Other Representatives
Consultants or others, who are nol employees ofthe Billed Entity, must also submit a
Letter of Agency from the applicant affirming that they are authorized to represent the

ScboolsandLibmies Program,too S.lefferson Rd. P.O. Box 902.. Whippany, New Jeaey07981
viait U$ online at www:universalsetvice.OIglsV
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applicant. For more information. please refer to "Letters of Agency" on the SLD
section ofthe USAC web site !!!!p';L!lYWW.universalservice.orglslltoolsireferenceiletters-

Qf:;<Jl~!l9.Y~!!§.P'"

Please fax or email aU documentation to my attention within 7 calendar days.

Ifyou have any questions, please call me at 973-581-6752

Thank you,

:J{aroft{'W 1(p5t.,,6aU1tl
SChools and Llbranes Division - Consortium Review
Phone: 973-581-6752 FAX: 973<599-6576
E-mail: HKESTEN@Sl.univer1;alservroe,org
General Web Sile: hltp:/Iwww,slunivet$alservice,oflJ

_ on<! Li_ Program. 100 8- Jeff...... Rd., p,o, Box 902, Wbippeny, "ew kney 07981
Visitus online at www.w:U.vetse.keJVioe,Ofg/slf



Dennis D. Lundgren, Director
Instructional Technology and Media Services

711 St. Joseph Avenue
Berrien Springs, M149103-1602
Phone: 2694717725 ext. 107

Fax: 269471.2941
dlundgre@remc11.k12.mius

--
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COpy
To: Harold W. Kestenbaum From: Dennis Lundgren

Fax: 973-599-6576

Phone: 973-581-6752

Pages: 12 including cover

Date: April 19, 2006

Re: LOA Request BEN 131392 Application 513725

The Berrien County ISO and our local districts form consortia though procedures of our
Superintendents Advisory Council. This Council consists of all local districts and meets once
a month. The normal procedure is that a sub-committee will be directed to create a
consortium. This is the case for our consortium related to Erate with our Technology Action
Committee (TAG) creating a consortium at the direction of the Superintendents Advisory
Committee (SAC).

All the districts have been paying their pro rated share of the expense since the beginning of
the consortium. This, along with the attached minutes, supports the fact that the districts that
are part of the consortium had knowledge of its existence and approved being part of it.

This fax includes:

SAC minutes of March 13, 1998, Item III, 0, 1 - showing that SAC directs the TAC to
consider creating the consortium.

TAC minutes of Wednesday, March 25, 1998, Item VI- showing a discussion and a motion
to create the consortium. This is the action that formed the consortium.

SAC minutes of April 24, 1998, Item II -showing approval of the March 13,1998, minutes.

TAC minutes of July 13,1998, Item II - showing approval of the March TAC meeting. The
minutes contain a clerical error of March 11 when the meeting was indeed March 25.

If new Letters of Agency are necessary, we can secure those from our districts.

If you have any questions, please let me know. Please note I will out of the office until April
24.

Dennis Lundgren



SUPERINTENDENTS ADVlSORY COMlvllTr£E (SAC)
BelTien County Intennediate School District

Minutes of AprU 24. 1998
Berrien County Intennediate School District

Berrien Springs. MI

~: Prior to the SAC meeting. members were invited to attend a meeting involved with the
Career/Tech Study. Kevin Hollenbech. of the UPJohn Institute. met with representatives of each of our
school districts to explain the goals of the study. He also requested their help in supplying him with one
or two staff members who would be directly involved with the study. This could include a high school
principal. a counselor or perhaps career/tech director. Updated infonnation will continue to be given
to the Superintendents Advisory Committee regarding the study.

I. call to Order and Roll Call

The AprU 24. 1998 meeting of the Berrien County Intennediate School District Superintendents
Advisory Committee (SAC) was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by John Huffman. Chairperson.

Present for the meeting were:
Benton Harbor: Absent
Berrien Springs: Howard Napp
Brandywine: Davtd Porrell
Bridgman: Carl Hl11ing
Buchanan: David Casey
Coloma: Davtd DeF1elds
Eau Claire: David Gray
Galien: Jerry Skarbek
Lakeshore: Gary Campbell

New Buffalo:
Niles:
River:
River Valley:
Riverside:
St. Joseph:
Watervliet:
LMC:

Absent
John Huffman
Absent
Donald Larson
Absent
Jack Mansfield
Ken Barmen
Absent

Representing the ISD were:
Jerry Reinlarm. Jim Palm. Gerry Blasko. Jearme Morris. David Rhodes

II. Approval of Minutes of SAC Meeting of March 13. 1998

Amotion was made by Ken Barmen. and seconded by Dave DeF1elds. that the proposed minutes
be approved as presented. The motion carried unanimously.

III. Reports. Recommendations and Infonnation Items

A. Issues - There were no Issues.

B. Special Education

1. Special Ed Sub-committee

a. Budget - Jim Palm reported that a draft of the budget had been presented to the
ISD Board of Education. This would be available for viewing at anytime. A
hearing is scheduled in June for the purpose of authorizing the budget.
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lntennediate School District who Inay have questions on the budget. Infonnation will
be sent to both these representatives and the superintendent.

IV. Old Business

A. Durant - Jerry Reimann called for the meeting of the Headlee Underfunding Input Sub­
Committee for May 8 at 10:00 a.m. Further notlflcatlon will be coming on that agenda.

V. New Business

A. Retreat Flier - Jeanne Morris distributed the retreat flier and asked that members begin
getting these in as soon as possible.

VI. Adjournment

Due to other commitments. the meeting was shortened and was adjounoed at 11:40 a.m. The next
meeting will be held on May 8 at 11:45 a.m. at the Intennediate School District.

Jerry Reimann, Supertntendent
Berrien County Intermediate School District

Handouts included:
,f Retreat flier
,f Professional Development catalog

(\Iea\SacMIn,Apr)

J=



Technology Action Committee

MINUTES

July 13, 1998

The Technology Action Committee meeting was called to order by Chairman, Bruce
Watson at 1:05 p.m.

I. Roll Call (Members, Substitutes, and Guest Members)

Benton Harbor Area Schools
Berrien County ISD

Berrien Springs Public Schools
Brandywine Public Schools

Bridgman Public Schools
Buchanan Community Schools
Cassopolis Public Schools
Coloma Community Schools
Dowagiac Community Schools
Eau Claire Public Schools
Edwardsburg Public Schools
Galien Township Schools
Lakeshore Public Schools
New Buffalo Area Schools
Niles Community Schools
River Valley School District
St. Joseph Public Schools
Watervliet Public Schools

II. Approval of Minutes

Absent
Jerry Reimann
David Rhodes
Jim Bembenek
Marj Halquist
Pat Furner
Marie Doyle
Brian Schwartze
Absent
Absent
Absent
Absent
David Gray
Pattie Smith
Absent
Absent
Absent
John Huffman
Gus Damaske
Bruce Watson
Jerry Miller

Hearing no objections, Chairman Bruce Watson declared the minutes of
March 11, 1998 accepted as presented.

III. Headlee Under Funding Settlement Projects

Jerry Reimann provided background information on the Durant Lawsuit
Settlement in which the BCISD will receive $2,200,000 through bonding in a
lump sum in November, 1998. The remainder will be received in annual
payments over a 10 year period. He stated that he had worked with the
Superintendents Advisory Sub-Committee to determine how these funds
would be used in providing services to local schools. The plan is to utilize
$1.2 million for BCISD facility projects. The remaining $1 million will be used
for technology enhancements. The BCISD is looking to TAC for help in



IV. Next Meeting

A. Meeting Date

The next TAC meeting will be held September 9,1998 at 9:00 a.m.

B. Preparation for next meeting

It was requested that Dave Rhodes prepare a survey document
describing the criteria needed to qualify a technology project along
with possible projects for the Durant Settlement Funding. Survey TAC
members to gather a list of possible projects for TAC to consider at the
September meeting.

V. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m.



:Minutes of March 13, 1998
Berrien. County Intermediate School DistrIct

Berrien Springs. M1

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

The March 13. 1998 meeting of the Berrien County Intermediate School District Superintendents
Advisory Committee (SAC) was called to order at 12: 15 p.m. by John Huffman. Chairperson.

Eau Claire:
Galien:

Present for the meeting were:
Benton Harbor: Renee' Wllliams
Berrien Springs: Howard Napp
Brandywine: DaVid Porrell
Brtdgman: Carl HJlling
Buchanan: DaVid casey
Coloma: David DeFlelds,

Ron Clark
DaVid Gray
Jerry Skarbek

Lakeshore:
New Buffalo:
Nlles:
River:
River Valley:
Riverside:
St. Joseph:
Watervliet
LMC:

Gary Campbell
MIchael Undley
John Huffman
Absent
Donald Larson
Sharon Hatfield
Char Wenham
KenBannen
Absent

Representing the ISD were:
Jerry Reimann. Jim Palm.
Gerry Blasko & Jeanne Moms

Visitors:
Art Vrettas. State Department

II. Approval of MInutes of SAC Meeting of February 13. 1998

Hearing no request for change. the mInutes were approved as presented.

Ill. Reports. Recommendations and Information Items

A. Issues

1. Schools of Choice - Mr. Art Vrettas. who Is the Schools of Choice Educational
Consultant with the State Department, spoke to the SAC regarding the issue of Schools
of Choice. He spent approximately one hour talking of the various options that might
be ava1lable.

B. Special Education

1. Sub-committee Report - Due to the weather. the sub-committee did not meet and
therefore there was no report. They will be meeting at a later date.

C. Instructional Services

1. career/Tech Study Update - Jeanne Moms reported that due to poor weather. the sub­
Committee was unable to interview the two agencies who were looking to conduct the
survey. 1his would be done at a later date. TIme lines for late Apr1l are sUll being met
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:i.. Progrc.rr:s & Servl,ces Survey· JeaIl..r'.1e l'Aoni.s reported th2.t tl'1e ISD <Ldi"11inJsti."a:tive staff
would be visiting v..Tj.th a number of acl1nii'listrators c:nd teach.ers ill eC:.CJ.l of our local
districts to deterrn1ne both the sattsfaction "Wit.~ tJ.1e services of the ISD as well as to
establish n.,ture needs. Jeatme indicated that this was to be done dU.l"lng the arst three

weeks ofApril. Comments that were made were favorable. and Jeanne mdicated that
the District would go shead with the survey.

·3. Upton Study for the Arts - The study has been completed. and a discussion will be held
with the Intermediate School District Board on Monday. March 16. The document will
then be ready for publication and the recommendations that came out of the
commlttee will be presented to the Supertntendents Advisory Commlttee.

D. Business

1. Regional Consortium for Amer1tech Services - Jerry Reimann reported that a deciSion
needed to be reached on a recommendation that the school districts enter into a
consortium for purposes of puichasing and msta1l1ng telephone lines. It Is bel1eved
that some money can be saved in addition to the discount of the UnJversa! Services
Fund If all the schools operate throullh one system. The supertntendents suggested
that tb1s topic be brought before the Technology Action Committee and
recommendation be made to the school districts after that discussion.

IV. Old Business

A. Headlee Underfund1ng/Durant Update - A discussion was held regarding strategic planning
for the use of the money that is being distributed to all the schools In Berrten County.
Including the Berrten County intermediate School District. It was suggested that a sub­
committee of superintendents be formed to give input to the ISO regarding the money that
Is being distributed to the intermediate School District. The commlttee conSists of Jerry
Reimann-BCISn. Renee WIlliams-Benton Harbor. Howard Napp-Berrten Springs. David
casey-Buchanan. Jerry Skarbek-Galien. Cary campbell-Lakeshore. and Jack Mansfteld-St
Joseph.

V. New Business

A. County-wide Calendar - Jim Palm dlstrlbuted a copy of the county-wide calendar as It was
finalized last year. The calendar is set for the following five years.

VI. Adjournment

Hearing· no further comments or business. the meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m. The next
meeting Is scheduled for Friday. ApI1l24. 1998.

Jerry Reimann. Superintendent
Berrten County Intermediate School Distrlct



Technology Action Committee

Minutes
Wednesday March 25,1998

The Technology Action Committee Meeting was called to order By Chairman, Bruce
Watson at 9:35 a.m.

I. Roll Call (Members, Substitutes, and Guest members)

Benton Harbor Area Schools
Berrien County ISO

Berrien Springs Public Schools
Brandywine Public Schools
Bridgman Public Schools
Buchanan Community Schools

Cassopolis Public Schools
Coloma Community Schools
Dowagiac Community Schools
Eau Claire Public Schools
Edwardsburg Public Schools
Galien Township Schools
Lakeshore Public Schools
New Buffalo Area Schools
Niles Community Schools
River Valley School District
SI. Joseph public Schools

Watervliet Public Schools
Lewis Cass ISO

Absent
Gerry Blasko
Jerry Reimann
David Rhodes
Will Townsley
Jim Bembenek
Steve Risenhoover
Marj Halquist
Lisa Pointer
Brian Swartz
Clarence Grimm
Rick Bell
Absent
Ed Irvin
Absent
Absent
Pattie Smith
Jerry Skarbek
Absent
Absent
Bob Wright
Gus Damaske
Bruce Watson
Ren Baldwin
Jerry Miller
Ron Mousel

II. Approval of Minutes
Hearing no objections, Chairman, Bruce Watson declared the minutes of
April 29,1997 accepted as presented.


