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Maroh 2, 2006

Honolllble Joe Barton
Chairman
Energy & Commeroo Conunitteo

. United States House ofRopr08entalives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Honorable John Dingell
Ranking Member
Energy & Commerce Conuniu..
United States House ofRepresentativos
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chainnan Barton and Ranking Member DingeU:

We are wril.ing to express our support for an issue ofcritical importance to broadcasters
in the State ofFlorida: multicast must-carry In digital television. As you bow, Florida is home
to the country's only general market independent broadcast network, many smaller, independent
broadcasters, inoluding locally focused, and sevoral minority broadcast companies.

Multioasl musk:arry is partioularly important to a slale like Florida because ofthe unique
oomposition ofour oonstitoenoy. We rely heavily on the niche programming provided by small, .
indepondent, minority.and religious broadcasters to reach our local elderly, minorit,y, and
religious oommunities. Our broadcasters that are not affiliated with major media conglomerates
have provided testimonials on the difficulties they are experienoing in working with distributors
on seouring carriage oftheir multicast signals. They have provided examples ofcompelling
programming that they will offer on their multicast channels, but have advised us that they are
systemntically being denied distribution. Unfortunately, broadcasters not a..ooiated with a
multi-mediaconglomerate will be unable to leverage other wets to secure multicasl ClI1'liage of
their signals in the digital enviromnent and our atate will los. important sonrcea ~fl(,cal news,
information sod entertainment that is tailored to address the needs ofour Stale's diverse .
demographic. In SIlIlUIIlIIY, we believe that small and independent broadoasters should have a
plac. in the digital tole.ision environment

In this regard, we would ask that you include a multicast must-carry provision in any
telecommunications legislation that passes this year. ThBJlk you for your tim. and oonsideration.

Sinoerely,

Congressman Aleeo L. H ngs

~ 8.7YwJt
Congressman Kendrick B. Meek

ff1lNUD ON REC'W:LlO ,Nt"
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Tho Honoribl. Michael Powell
Pcde!al ConuxIunioalioDs CollUllissicn
445 lZ~ S1rcct, S.W., 8· Floor
Wusllinetan. D.C. 20554

Ocu Cltairman P01WII:

r \IIId..1Iand that you arc cOllSicleringtllllne on multIoast Ill\IlIlocmy rlgblS for d!llilll
television blood.uten. I wish to Ol\PfC.r my support for bllladollSlcll to receive Ml ..mave of
the _ 6 MHz spe.trum in digital tolovlslon. Doing.o wI1l ensure~ .mallllIld lndepllldent
broodcut... will •• oblo to be part of tho modom broo.dci8llndu.try. Small ond iodcpondelll
broadeastm dell... vital .orvlcc. to thair communitias, suoh II communlty-spoolf.. DOW',
rcligiOll'lllogramwllg;famlly-ftiondly bwadcuto, and othetlnfomwlOl1lm.portant tlliocal
communities. Without a multicast muslocmy mandato, thes. broodcaslerl wI1l be lneporably
ba:med.

rboll••e that a ruling rOQUiring full carrlage oftho 6MHzepcctrum VIlll ....ura thatlIllall
""d indcpopdcnt bmednast.... will be .bloto compalo in the markoljlJa.. lllld that the dlv~ty of
modla progrllDlJlllng will contlx!\IlO to benefit Ollt local commUDities.

I would awr..I,•• your careful COIlSidomtion ofthis matter and I look tbl'Wllld to your
te.lponsc.

~.
Unitod Slates Senator
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February 1, 2005

The Honorable Michael Powell
Federal CommUDioc1ion. Commiasion
445 12~ Stree~ SW. 8~ Floor
Wasbingloll, D.c. 20554 .

Dear Chainnan Powell:

It is our Wld",standing that you arc considering ruling on multicut musI-oatty
rights for broadc..t in digital toIevlsion in the upcoming weeks. As you know, we
have previously """r d our support fur broadc..ters to recoin filU coble carriage of
thoir entire 6 MHz of spectrum in digital telC'(ision. Requiring the carri.gc of
broadcaster'. 6 MHz of spectrum (which is the ClIttCIlt requirement in analog toIevision)
will maintain the delicate regulatory balance that mal\e8 it pouiblc !Dr small and
indcpeudml broadcaster. to be part of lbe multi-media and consoliclalx:d broadcast
1andacope .of today's television industry. Specifically, SJDa11, independent, religtollll,
famUy-friendly and minority broadcasters lblll provide oommunlty fucused news,
ontcrtalnment and infomldtion to focal communiti.. across the nstion will be iYfllparably
hanned without a multicast must-carry mandllte.

In this regard, we believe a ruling requiring anytbing 1... than full cartisgc of.
broadoaater's 6 MHz of spectrum would severely hinder RmaI! and independent
broadcasters from Competing in the msrl<ctpl..e and thre.ten a divoisity of OWlIorship
and programming; and w. reaffirm our aupport for this i••u•.

We would moouragc your thoughtful review of this matter and look fOlward io
your respon.e.

Siocerely.

;.
i
i

Member ofCongress
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The f!oncmblc Michaol Powell
Chairman
Fcdural C(lmmunioation. CommilSlon
445 12lb 8....~ NW
Wuhinllcll,D.C, 2055.

D~AI' Chairman Powell:

10m wrftlng "'llardinllllle DDmlllt diJllBl lBI""i,lcn, Jrnllllell>l"m\l.t ""'Y" doOlt•.

Ofncle, • numb... of Ohio broadcaal,tatloos1lllY. OODlac1l!d me cOllG0111iog Ihis I..... I/ld lo
pardcllllr, I\IlIHl1l\lorllCtWOllcotll1lolc .11I.loclcdiDl fBDll'Jy.Jiionclly WLMB io Toledo, WTLW In
Lim., Ws:l/J ID Ctllumbw llIld WGG!'lln CIovoland. These broadc..... have coovoycd Pl""tedly tba1
the _.Idon to ~llalle1OYialon baa b.... an cxper>.... aDd 1Ill\l...UDdcrtol:ina, but one with groat
pQ~bjlbiol. ltowevtrrthey are ~ongtntOd with. the- pottntld dilution otthell' wicc.. ahou141hey nat
receive cabl. camsllc of their elllb'. 6 MHz ofd~ilIll spectrum, incIcdlol alIlh. over.fhC1lr broadcut
.ilPllll. <cllluln.d lhotcin. I ahould al00 polnl outlhot III... broodoUlOt. do net lUpIlon a "dual .omage"
mand... tbat would doubl. lb. 'POCb1l111 rcllU_rs for cabl. 'Y'leml.

10'110 tltonll proponantofpres""'"'lliocaliam uwellul'romotina tho eli,croll)' oflelovialoo
prolltamllllns, tIld certainly .uppm._able ''mull cllT1' rul•• Sho1lId lhc Pelielal communica~ons
Coll\lllllldon (FCC) lilce I'ur1hor IlCliOD ccocem;oll til. dlgllBl "nl\l$l cany"Ias I would tskthat ycu
tako into Beccunt tho viow. ofre,pccti•• lndop""donland ama1l bro,doaalOrB ocr lb. OOIlD\t)'.
providing 'limn with. proportionate volc. CD dil:iW 011>10 systenI!.

PIlG'.,b

W"81iINcnoN
lZIl3LOfIIl'I'HMllltlwllC Otl.eUl~

WAlHIllllH, Dc:.U',J-"1lI
10t-tl1loU1lf

a'flANCE NORWAtoX 'I1tI'IN
SllWqrTIINI"",n 1;Jll''''''''LM'~ 114olmI'N.o.ltJlllUOll$Nu:1,lIItR4tt
~.. OH_12 H~<»tI14'" ,"""'ali .....,

..1....'.",1111 4t~-t:lO' .11hMI-n11

l"...~G1"'-,.molJ,lowt.-tW lou. fRH If' QIolto , ......"..M4. TOLLMllIIIWIIN llHIG '1-....,...110
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The Honorable Miobael powon
Fedonll Communlcat!OI1ll Commission
445 12"Street, SW, S" 1'100r
Washillgton, D,C, 20554

Dcar Chainnan Powell:

lam wrillna to youzogardlng mllltloaolmll.kmy in digltalloloVlsion, lID illlllolllaU. of
great impor!llllcolO lito pooploorOklahoma.

I haye bce1l contaetod by rcpm4tllatlves from bIolllloBOlllalio......0•• Oklahoma cnllllB
maller, moot notably, IlOD-Dll\Ior notwork afiiliatl:d stationolncludlnl &mily·friondly K.S1Il·TV
52 in OI<1ahclml City and KGB£l-S3 In TuIs., wbloh lli:ra 01111 Robw Unlvmily ptllpnmlng.
TIloso broodc..tcrs hav.iotOnnod mo thaI tIto transitlon to diaIIaI toIevision baa b_ an
""ponsivc and major lDld01'fa¥ing, bot """ with anal possibilities. Howevor. tILcy are very
concerned witIL the dilllt!onofthcirvoioo lf1hay do nolrecclvc cable carrfaae of lboircntlro 6
~ ofdiBitaI speetrllm, lnoludhlg 111ftoo ov...·thHirbroadcBOl.lgnB18 conlBlncd lhcrcln. M
you arc aware, tho cablo i:arriago of6 MHa: of1pC<>lrUm In digilal tcIovision i. lbo ....I.am~
Specll1ll1\ rcqUlrtmel1llbs! Ippfied to cable in 8lIll10g tclcvfoicn-nothlng moro,no~ h:a.

I am & .Irong proponent ofdlvorsity .fvolces in lho brcadoasl medium and.lIppOlt I
rcuonabl. mual-eany rulo. To be olear, I do IWlBuJlllOrla"dual muot-earl)'" roquIrememtltol
would doubl. tho spoc1nllll rcquircmonto for coblo .ya_. Thls l..ue I. oven roo", relCVlUJl .
given the rocent dorol/Ulalory mlomalring by 1110 FCC to WOIOl\ own.rshlp rules, wbUlh l\lrther
limil"lbo OFPortunitio! for smoll and intlcpcudcnl broadout....

I .1.. encourage \he type of iIlmUy-l\iendly and looal programming thai KllBI·TV and
KGEB-53 .Ir In my .tato. Loo&1ly protlwodshows Iiko On II,. Wa/or 1."lhe Wood: with C«/y
lUId Cody; OklahomL Univonlty andOkl~ Stale UllIvetsilyfootball and basketball
programs; and Insplmdonal and oducatioDal proatarnmJng from Oral Robcr1l Univetsity lITO

grcstllmlU ofcnlert&lnmonl, DOW. and I11Conn&tlon tor Oklahomens.

M welranoilion to disi!al talovl,loll .nd broadcasters and oablo operators a[lply adv_os
in lechnology to provide .dditional.eMOCB to A1lIcri.... lclcvi.ion vleworo, II is my hope thaI
Independent ""d &mall brolldcaslerB~ given • proporlicllBlo voice on diaitaJ ooble systom&.
Just •• anolog must-ca.rry hll$ been an euenUalolemcnt In tlIl.Utiog looala.d relovant
progr&mminn to aur OOllllllunitica. dis'!al mullicutlnU3l-oarry (full oatrlage oCbroBdcutets' 6
MH7. ofspoctrum) will on.1lrI> Iho continued oyallabilily or community oricuted p!Ogranunlng"
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Thank you for your atlAmuon to this matter. 11001< forward to your tesponse.
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Irm 111.1.

•••
ltonllfe!Jl ot tbt ttnlttb j)tlltt~

JlOllie of Jl.epnlttlltstlbtf
1IIaQJaglllli••C;~70S

Muol> 10, %D03

r. II<

"''---­. ~fIOMf\I...­.,........
O_OFIICII:

-="'=="....­,,,,,"MHiI?
IICY'l ___

•........HlIIMI"'0­,.......... i
I

Th.l!<lnonbl< Wiollacll.lowoIl
Chalanaa, 7e4crd CoI1lllllUli<alio Comm!&d'"
44512·8","", fill
W..,hlnJlOD, D.C. 2OSS4

Dar ChalmloII POW<lU:

. I .....n1illr......uactlleh....fl\1lllll<lo:y..b1• ....u••oldilliall:roodoJi..t...l...
. Ill. my lIIldomau:llnJl\w In1......,. of2001; IIlo Pdonl eom.ioIlIIoatlot:a CommIaIl.. (JCC) .

ru\lId in CS doobtNo. 98·120 !hal coble _ are onI,taqolre4 to CIlQI._ ""","<mY"
PII.......primaIydJIlUI _oIon"....ofak_. I am....... rlDI1IdJ rn!IpsakInl
willho.. llIl.........ly~otr...... loeaIoa:Iloq...,..I-........~
lIwlllcluclbtllllllJ"olIp... iocI ...11lUnfU"..........,..oaI:l·.,.-_Alom...1ag
~ t»e"'l"cl9' .fll:oltO)'ltmu QjWldo olllllllolllDy.

AI yo'oI bow.}lrior 10 ,""uj.of1/le...912 Cable Aor."etoblolllf«od*1hnIJI4, .
~Jo<olb_r&1'''lioll''''''''''''''>bIccI. Illlblt92CabltAor,eoo-
_ publlo__w1thllllllutly ..1IIPtd tIoII..I4 p1atoIy-.
In ""'011 up 10 dlil'll.£. 0Ib14 0J"I'l'Ill'••,-..~ lI\4b 1I!clI1brhIooI •
ko_t h. C _lDst=tad lIlatllpllWlllYprovlaloal.pplylll IilImo ~III
IolMolo. opaili In lIn. tile 9l!p- CouttuphoU tile OOIItIi1lId...1Ityo£1I!O _1o<1IIi
pro_ot1bo IPn CObIe ....~ -ad<rinctlle ....Gllrd_l0Ijla0f\y .110Q1iQa, and
.clllJ:.lb&IlIlo quId lll<l nDlbo ..__ all ..1:1.. W\Ialooon1poy1oiooolavo
_ III__till iD,r-una £aIlII1, 1Ilcn<ll1•.,bihlII.IIl4IO<l1P<o~

Cli",,'" flcllholOlble andbrol<lo.ll,....u.n ..._. eI:ollnd _II)' In
...,.ladn.__•til...._I1l1O lllOUld b•...o.ot_ tolnal""" oIIilo..mortof

• any lloo _broad.aull!plll_.. 'NB»~rlJltt!nlo>buocI •• tllelnltiotoftht
19~~ Obit Ijll""v!d> an adoqllltovQi.t !or ~ la4opalcItnl, ..dllKOI ..f.... Cal>It
aorrit$twtll1dbt pRdIoatOclltc tile koodclM dIllPcc......~1tfor .........
.... pUbUo "'-"Ill~ oo"'J'1lnl-P to pllIy DII~tIlIoI.r"t\:lo _tlor', otpUily. .

'\baIIk yo. lory"", .ltendoa tolhlJ ...aer•.1look r.r-'d toyo... rcapoN..

BttIWIIIw.

(J'~ I - C).J,...,.•
~RNB
Mombtr orConI""

-- --- - - ~
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·th~H;;"orablt ~ieiiaelPow~l'" .. :'. : ,,_.. ,: .~": .i":;'j. ;...::::'{\"", ':.:: <.' ..

, . ChairInari: :, .•. .. :. - .' ", .;~:.'. ::' .',:..: .:..~;.... '::. :', ~: .... :
. ·¥.oepf~ommunieatiOil",Coiruilission: ..< ;,," .' ..:. c'':'- . , '. .,'. ,:'.' .
: 44S1'Zth.Sttee4sW:· -. ....: :<: :":'..~:' .. " '. '. :: .., :;.~.".,

wasJimS!6;;'M,.ioSS4 '.. . ..',:., ;,:<,:;.;:'" . ' ..

.D..,. CllainnitI·POw.l~
. ; .'. ." . " ,"" .; .",: . ....'.

:rhe FGCreeent!yOegBII it& gepond I'C'/iwoftIW'-aDilo&'"ta-&gital teleY1sion tranSition.
This trlllSilion is roquiml under the 1~7 :B.lanCed~.I.w. A~Sl\lrlta,ns'ltlO1lwlll
bring consumers new cb,oiC05. fOfvidaopro~ m~qUiagt:~~ol1igy

'.' d""elopm"",~ ",<I OIlSlU:e.a cori1potitiv~ marker. ., ...:.;. ". ..,.':: '.: . .... '..
. ", . '., ..... . .... :..~ ..:..~;!.~ ;.:i~:"I;'" :,:..;0.. ,
, 1.unporlt>n~ that Te>;u bro~~\l}<iijJ:!l.~Y..t?'~,l¥·~~Qn ~Dl,..

, analog tp <lfgltal tele~si6n <j:¥rV':), ..~tQ~ lit8e.l!I-ti>~~'tI!"t)1?~~~·~.~.o iii ., '. . U
. . co:m,p16te thO transiifoil, one cOIi~'isliro,~~·digJ.'$·jlio~li!w.@t~~cjiln.tIr :";. .

·conil14onothOi.pli.ttbxn1B inc1~caiile:~~·'r~:l!£~~~UI~~.- :... : : .......
: . bi-o~tif,iWlll!1is';'''lil~ :tiillyliiiIti~iiii:~''¥/Si~,~' Sp~tQ'I.;~li1~~.(,,-'. '(:, .;'. '.( ':

. : ;~lIlfCn1).y~.'~:Eceli9~~'~!1 ~.~~~;?!?:)~~~~'::: i,;,;.·:::H<i,!:~.n:;~~::;·f{~. ,.:~) ...:;:'.'. ..:
.... .' 1am,concemed tCai~~.:"u,tTent F.CC~~~:~ap~;~~,~·1i#~~~ mil'.
'. aWif;ltely li1.lPaql·l#.adc"le\'t·p~e~1Y.~~.inQ~~ 1~~M:"·'J.'l\.e:pq1~.w':~e .
..b.limf~r.~:if'toJ~ U1ll~IO~.IBndJ.ll~§~i:F.O~p5ii\ill,$'j.,.vll!J.ali~;'~d: .

thi•.policY.OlIrI\ild ,ipply.1O digi!'ln.l&vi&io\l.·l~~lj:(c. c;oll8l~~;:lIt~~~g~~4 of .
abrpadc..ter's ontire ~ lim.? speclriJm, for 'whioh.ll,has:ljein 1it-e4\.itp"ri'of.t\!i:D'r·Y. .: .

,transition. . '" .. .':" '. . ': '. "

1coiluftend'~our~iU; md youroboH~llii.to fue ~..io'mi: iljcl~~i. iiiii~.:.r.,~:woik: ..
expedlt[ou.sly.lowarila :tilI1 transltiop hy'.the Deeomli"r 31•.2006 deadline, :1Y'Q.U1d'llJlPRCiate ..
hearing from you On Ihfs'matter,

° :: '; • •• ° i
Sincerely.

~IJ;~~
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Cl!mt!Jr~.ll of f4e 1Itnfu~ J§tlttes
Dll.BlJilt!Jbm, llIQ12DS15

November 26, 2002

The Honorablo Micbaol Powell
Pederal Communications Commi.ssion
A45 12th~~ S.W. 8th.Floor
Wuhingloll, D.C. 20554 '

ftu. l1UY r. l

", .'.

....

In lIltther r.Celenee lo.the PCC's Januax)' 18, 2001 ruting In CS Dockel No: 98·120. we
woulci ..k you 10 teconsici... requirillf man~.1orf oarrlaae ofonly 1he primiuy digital televiaion '
signal ofa broadcaster, or; in the alternative, redefine the 'el)U"'pr!inuy video." Given tho fact
,that this rulern~l<inS bas ..ch • slrong iJnpao1 on looal andinUepOIIdenl broodc"'1lers, affecting
lhelrabill ty to remain viable enUtica providing ImpDllint div.r~ily'ofprilgi'ammIn. and .

, . viewpoints·within·lb. currenl'l1a~ ofthe IndllSll)'. w. would uk 1jIe FCC10recbnsid... lbis . :. . . ..
---'---rorlomoking:-·-·:"-~··-.-'---.--..----.-------..-,--.----- -.-'-'- . -.'

. A. you know, prior 10 passago oflh. '1992 Cable AC1",.cable offered oJily llmiled, '
discretiollBI)' (ooal broadcast stotlon programming choiC!'S.1D llie J992 eill1e Act, COIlg[OlIlI
'bal~d public interest needs with lndU6lry oompetitlvC!lela and designed arcgulatmY structure
in which IIp 10 onc 1hir<\ ofa cable opCl1lton ~lIllDCl capacify \"Ould bc set a&ld~ for 1....1· .
,broadc..t signals. Congr"'l\&rther InstnlClcd 1hsllOu.t.cany apply 10 Ii.lture digitallelovrnon ..
opeilllions. In 1991, the Supremo, Court uphold thO constitutionalityof the mllSt-cllT)' proviaio"s.
ofthe 1992 Cable Ac~ considering the one !him cllannol capacity .nocation, and cltiog that the .
TogulauQos would notb. On undue burdolillD -qablo_ Must-eany hss been an ';';ontialolement in :
'promoli)lg famiIYfriondly, sj,iri.lUal, and looalp~mg.· .,

.' OivClllh. f,ollb~1 cablc and broadcast oro increasing cb8llllel cap""ity ill correlating'
incremouts, lb. oIi. channel rule 'shoold b. reconsidered to include csbl. csrrlase of Illy freo '
o....·lb...ir broadcast IlgoaJl contained in 6 m»t of .p.c11U1ll baaed on lh. infent of the, 1992

PA!lE.B2

,,,_......._-.- _.._.....- --- ---_._--_._._----- --_...



.NOY. 16. 2002 ,:OIPM

Tho Honorable Michael Powel[
PaueZ

. "U"nu~ r. j

Cable Act Ill· provide lID adequate voice fat .mall, iUeiepcndenl, aDd loCI! voices. ci>]c caniagC
would b. predicated on the broadcaster meeting tho FCC lic";',ing recjuitcmcnls for ~otVing lb•

. public interesl. and occupying up III only onelhirdofacable opela.tor" capacity•

. lIIanlcjlcu for your attention 10 !his matter. We look forward 10 your l"C$~OIlSo.

" ....-'-_.-.--....__..__.-_.._-------._- .._-~..-.__.-_.-
. Ct: CommisSioner Kevin Martin

Commb,ioller Michaai Copp'
. '. CommISsioner Kathy Abemathy .

.'

: ,. .'.

' ..' ' .
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November 13, 2002

'.

T.b.~ lIonorable Michael:\(. Powell ,
ChiimIan. Fedezll1 COmmnnicalions Commission
445'12;' Street, SW '
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear ChainlWll'owoll:

We are writing regarding the isaue dfmandatoxy;..u,le cauiage ofdigital br~adoafI
-. slsnall. It is our IlIIdetstandillgthal in Januacy ofZOO1, the FCC mil. in CS doc1cr:l ;No. 98-120,

that ,cable,syStems, aN oDlyxequired to cettY, I1Ild« "musl cant' lUI", the pzimU)< dlaital
!clev!siOlllignal ofalm!aclcaIter, We II< C~lltJlOil.that tIrls ruJemakhlg wiIlhmlOll
increaslDgly disptoporllonm emilt on local mel lDdependClll broadcaot.....~ that!DolUdea
many'religious and mulliliDgual bro&dcsstcrl.18 cable systOlDI COllve.t fiom 8Ilalogto digital '
mel the capacityo(their systoms eXpands a~cant1y.

, AB they coiJ.VcrI 10 digiti! btoadcuiing, we1lllC\crs1aDd tluitllllllY ofthelelocal and
indopondem broadcastob pJan to ''lnultiCiOl'' by ofiOring .evoral digital plogrlllJimillg options to
vifNOU in the 6MHz of'Poctrum c\IxrcrrtlyUled10 \>XOacIwt • ''ptimuy'' inalog siguJ; rat1icr ' • :
than<lllC hi""~tion lignal. We are woaied that 1lIll... these local mel InclOpcndent
bfOadC"lo" orapennit2d to COIItInueto broadcast in the I\Ill 6MHi:.ofIpCOl1tIm, then the
constructive aridpositive plogramming which thoy,offer will be highly dilulqd as ilpOlCCDt&&e of '
the \0111 channels available OIl di.$ilal oabl81Yltera•• , ,- ,

, ''Must cmy''"wu, cstablillted by COllp, ~det the 1992 Cabl. Aq" mel llie pr~mioD$
of the '92 Act requiring that up 10 one Il1itd ofa cable operator's cha:ruiel cap'l"ity must be set
aside Cor the'corriage oflo~ broadc,ut signals VHoS upheld by the SuprellW ~urt iII 1997. 11IIs '
bOlleficial polity baa been "key,factoriD fllsterini the availability otlocal, f'amlly liiClldly,'1lid .
splritual ploarannaing 10 calil.,telavlsiOl1 viewer.:, The ''inUIt aeuy" poUcyhq lnaure¢ lhat '
)levis, sporll,'lllld w1lo10l0mCjlro~ll oflocal and regl<m8llntereSlIs available OIl,cable "
.yst...... and we believe that thougbttUl COlUIdtndion ofthi. issue is~sory inorder to eps1ItO

thll!,sucb 1mp0l'l8l)t programming will flourisb mel'grow a:s1hc capacity ofcablt system. '
- eXp:nds, ' ,

• " : • • . I

, ,We woUld .ppreci~ hearlnJ: from,YOU with your thoughts OIllb,iunattcr, particularly
with regsnl 10 04'Y action you believe might be uecCSliory fiom a los!slativ. ouesuJatory ,

, standpoint in ~dcr to ensure that tha objectives oftho'cum:nt ''must clllI}'" poliCY'uo earned
, (orward as rhe trallsition to digital jol~OIl continues. ' ' , ' '

/~~-
LINDSEY. GRAHAM

Member cfCongress

-Sincerely.

J6 ." Qj1tw.~~OI!wnsON -
Member ofCongfcss '

;",
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MARK FOLEY
'6l'Homt.T.fl.ORI~

OSI"UlV MAJoR'"' WhJIl

, WAYS AND MEANS
COMMITTU

aUlIOtlMMrrTtIONOWWGHT
eU)Q)NloImil ON nucrlllYlHUI

.....u...

~ongrtss ofthe 91litittd ~tatts
mnur of 1RrPrt.6mtatiur.s
~llSbblJton, 3EJ1t 20515 .

November 6, 20C2

lIV'l'tTo:
\G.~ON·I\X1IlI1tB

WIISI!INOI'ON. DC»1....1.........",
fAXlUQJUWln

Than!< you for your nttantion 10 ibis ma:ter.

~,'~k
Member ofConP

. 'l'li~Honorab1<l Mich..1Powell
Fedt:tal CommunicatioDs Commission
'445 12thStreot,S.W. 8"Floor
Washiogton, D.C. 20554

Dear Cliainnan PoWell:

:In fiU'lhor I..fet<ne. to the .POC"s ]anuory 18, 2001, nding In,f'..8 DcCkei 'No. 98-120, I
wou!lt' ask. you to reconsider r"'luiriDg llWldatory carriage of only tho primary disltal
tslevi'ion sillll~ ofa broad.uter, Ol'; in Ib- a1temativi:, todo.line the tonn'prlmary video.'

'Given the t80t that this rubomnkingJlaa such u[&DifiCllIlt impact on'l~?S1.nd indopOlldont
broadcasters, affecting Ihoir.ablUty to remain Ylable entltiai providing important diVersity
of progrmnming and yiewpointi witlW1th. ollliont atate of~ industry, I would 18k tho
·FCC to reconsider 1hls nlleinaking.

AS ~u !a1-ow, prio: to p...ai\O of tho "1992 Cabl. Act", cable oll'mld OJily'limited,
discretionary local broadcast slation PI9gt8l11t11ing oboicOa. In tho 1992 Cablo A.t,
CCl1IJireoo,balllnced public interest nocde with industry compoilliYOIl,eIS and d.~cd .a
regulatory ,tructur. in which up to one third of. cable operator'. ahann.l,.spacity ,would
b••el .sid. for local broadcast signal., Cong,... t\Irlber inStruoted that musl-oarry llpply
10 future .digital lelll'lisicin .operatlons. lD 1997, lb. Supremo Co\llt uphold the
co.lllidtutionslily orlb. must-cart)<'provlsions oftllo 1992 Cable Acl, cillng th. 011" third
channel capacity allocalion. Must-corry hoa b.on: an essential .lertIont In promoting
flllllily friendly, spiritual, 8IId localpro~,

Given tho fact th,t eabl. and broadcaal are biercaslog channel caPacity In, ocrrolll!bis
increments, tbe ODO !'!uvmcl rule- .hould be r.considB!=Od 10 include Cllblll c~ge of any
froo .ovor-tho-air broadcast signals conh!ioed:ln 6lllhz of'lpcctrum based 'OD lb. inlcnl of
th~ 199:1 Cable Act to provida on adequate voice for mall, bid\lPendOIlt, and local voices~
Cabla eerringe would be predicated on the 'brosdcaitar meeting the FCC Iiconsing

. requirements for sming tho public interest, and occup}'ing up to'only onothin! ofa efbl.
oporator's capacill'. "

COU~'f'fAMH~IUJLDIND . UUlUHGtnYlWJ.
lifo NW tOt)NftW tWlllfllYt l'~",.,.~0nIrI

I"CIRTIT.WCII.R.:MMlI bClOl·U1::1
INllvwn1'

fAXllttllnl"'l
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tMK6N1l'c!!rmrove "'RreM M 'paCH onpM
4UO rQA BlVD.,..\Xfi 0lOI

'loUd IlIACH 0Nl0INa.1I. D:M\D

"11"'-"'1
rlJCl "'1) I:l~'"
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October II. 2002

Tho Honorable Mlchasl X. Powell
. Chainnan. Pederal Cormnllllicaliens COl1111lisslon
, 445 i2l1. Street, SW .

Washington, DC 20554

Dcar CbailJU8l1 POWell:

. We lIlC writing rogardin! th< issue ofmllndatllrr cable carriaga ofdigitalbroadcast '
signals. It ia ourunderstlllding tbalinJanuuy o!:ZOOI, the I'CCruled in CS DoobtNo. 98"120
tjlat cab.la systema arc emy requUeilto oany, under ''must oany" rules, the primaIy digital"
lelovisi~n signal ofa broadcaster. We are concerned flat 1his rulemakhlg will beva an
lnorll8Slngly disP1"?poltlDl\llle effecl on looal and inclependenl broadcasters, a group that iDoludes
many rellglous and multilingual broadcasters. as oable systems convert from lIlIIIlog to digital and
lh" capaCity llftlt.ir systema ~andu'gnilioantly. . ..'. . .. . .. . .

A. they oonv~ to digllal broadcUting. wa underatand Iheimai:!y ofthese local and. ,.
indepenclont broadcutcrs pll/llo "multicaat" by ofIeriJlg scvml ciigllal pregra.wmingoptions to
vieV(Ofa in the 6~ ofapeclnlln currently used to bro8!l~t a"pdmary" ,:"alog~al, iatl!cr
than on" high dcfhiilioD signaL, We arc wonied that unless 1hcae local and Indcpcndcnt .
broadcaslers arc pennittcd to cootlnlie tc broadcast in thc.fuIl6 Mliz ehpec;b:ul:n, then th. '. ,
constructive andpositivepro~1ng which they otrar will be hlghly i1i11ltCd"aS aperomtaga of
the telal channeh: avail..ol. on digital cable SJI'~.

. "Must oirry' was ";stabli9hed bY Con8ress under tho I?92 Cable MJt,'and the provisions
oftho '92 Act rt4,ulring that up to one third ofa cable ol'cratcr'achannel eapacity must be set
aside for the carriage onocal broadcast si&n2Lt WI! uplleldby thl SuprlUJe Court in 1997. This
beneficial polley !las been a key factor in fostering tlie .VaiiabilltyoCloCll1.~y fticodly, Ond
apiritual progrllrllDling to oablelclirYlaion viOWClll. :rhe "must curi' policy bee inaured tb'al news,
sports. and wholcso!3'" programming of looal a:ndTegi'?Jlal wlci'ell is. avoilable on cable Sy$tclllS,
and we believe that thoughtiill consideration ofIbis issue is DilOCSsary in order to wure,tbal suo'll '
importantpr<i~gwi11 flourls1l and grow Iii tha ~apaoity ofcabl. system., e:cpands•. , .

- .We would ~r~;at. be~ from you with.your thoUghts 011 this malter, partioullLdy.
with regard 10 any aotion yeu balleve might b. neo..wyfrom a Iegls!litive orroll1llatory .
standpoiul in order to ensure lhat the objectivos oftha curront''m~1 c.."y' polioy are oanied
forward as the transition to, digilall.lavirion continues.

Sincerely,
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AugUSl S. 2002

The Honorable Mlchlel Powell
Federal Communieatioll$ CoDlJlli.>"on
·445 12th Sl/'••t, S,W. 8~· Floor
Washington; ~.C. 20554

DCar Chainniin Powell;

.. FINANCIAL SSMc;es...­1'lI-o,~"ftOIIl,dnf.

GI"""NUU1t~1

In further tUoIClll.., to the FCC's SanllllY 18, 2001,~81n CS Doclc8t No. ~8·120, r
would ..~ you to reconsider requiring milndatol)' l1aI'diae of 01IIy~ prlilwil digital
lel""islon slgnlll of0 broedcostel';,or,ln 1be aliemalive, redefine lbe \eDn "prlu!uy VIdeo."
Oiy!!" the faol thaI this rulemilking has such asignlficanl impact on local and 'independent
broad...fe.... alUotiog thelr ablllly 10 remain vfll\>le .ntiti.s providblg Ill:l\lOlW1t divasUy

.' "ofprograJD!lling and viewpoints within lhe CUlTont Slate of the indll$lty,,I would ask tb~"
~__.. ...-1!CC.ti>-I'cc.nsldfi>.dds·••lemakleg,------. . ' ---_.. ,.-•.•

A. you lcno....prlor 10 passage onll. '1~92' Co~lo Act'. oeble offered only limhed,
dlsotelionazy 10001 broodC8$1 station progrlllllDillg cholen. In the 1992 C4ble Ac~

ConvOls b.lonced pubU. inlOtest need£ with industry oompetldvenes. end designed.
~.gullllCl)' s1ruClilte in wlUoh up 10 on.1hird ofa cable OPOlO!or'. cliannel ~apaoity l\'OuJd "
J>e. set ..id. ror local bro~casl signab. Congress further InsltllCled lhat mlUt..,any apply'
to' future digital teleVision operatio"" In 1997, .111. Supreme Courl uph.ld the
constitiJlio~allty of ill. must-car,>, provisions Qfth.,l992 Cable Ae:t, citing the one third

. channel cap&,Cily olloeation. Must·eilny bas been an OlSontial .lelllOl11 Id ptomotlng, .
faniily friendly, spltllUo~ and local progrotl)ll1lDa. . .

.' !t'"

Given the flO! thaI cabl. and broadcas1.arc in.feaslUg obaDnCl'~ty in .ortclallog .
IDor.menlS, lhe on. channel rule should b. roeonsidered 10 Illclude cable 'emtaae of any"
rroe ov...."'..... broadoost slgnab conlallied In 6 mh; ofspeotrum*ed on lb. IDleDI of
the 1991 Cabl. Act to plovlde an ,adequate voice fot shl:a1I, hidependent, and local ,voIces.
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Cable C8II'lagc wOuld b. p.rtdic&lcd'onlhe bfoadl:uter meeting'the,PCC licensing
'requiremoll1l for serving !hepubIle \i\tCr~t, and occupying up to only one lhiEd ora cable
operator's capacity. , ' ,. " . .

niank you for youullenUon to this mauer. I100k forwBrd to your rCS)lODS. 011 this
milltCr.

"" j .

Sincerely.

,Cc:, Coilliuhs10norKevin MarlIn
',' ,,' Commissioner Michael Copp!

'CollllllissJolW Kathy Abcma1by

, '-----_._-----_.-,-'--,-----'~
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