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Re: Ex Parte: In the Matter of Comcast Corporation’s Request for Waiver of 47 C.F.R. 
§ 76.1204(a)(1), CSR-7012-Z, CS Docket No. 97-80. 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 On October 24, representatives of Comcast Corporation met Commissioner Robert M. 
McDowell and his legal advisor, Cristina Chou Pauzé.  Portions of the meeting related to Comcast’s 
request for waiver of the integration ban for certain low-cost, limited-capability set-top boxes (STBs).  
Information regarding this topic was conveyed by Brian Roberts, Steve Burke, David Cohen, Mark 
Coblitz, Steve Silva, and Jim Henderson. 

 They explained that accelerating adoption of digital cable services will benefit Comcast and its 
customers by allowing for more high-definition programming, more video-on-demand, faster high-
speed Internet, and other new and improved services.  They explained the challenges of going “all-
digital” given that approximately half of Comcast’s roughly 24 million customers do not yet use any 
digital STBs (or CableCARD-enabled consumer electronics devices), they discussed how Comcast can 
begin to reclaim some of the bandwidth that is currently used for analog transmissions as digital 
penetration increases (and even as customers for “skinny basic” service continue to rely on analog 
transmissions), and they observed that significant numbers of analog-only customers can more easily 
be persuaded to migrate to digital services if the value proposition they are offered includes low-cost, 
limited-capability STBs.  Also discussed were the complexities for cable equipment suppliers and for 
cable operators of introducing multiple new models of CableCARD-enabled STBs in the months 
between now and July 1, 2007, the superiority of downloadable security over CableCARDs as a way of 
addressing the objectives of the integration ban, the many ways in which Comcast is currently 
cooperating with consumer electronics manufacturers and retailers (and the competitive imperatives 
that assure it will continue to do so), and the Commission’s expressed willingness to entertain waivers 
for low-cost, limited-capability STBs.  The attached slides were used in connection with this 
discussion. 
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 Kindly direct any questions regarding this matter to my attention.   

   Sincerely, 
 
   /s/ James L. Casserly 
   James L. Casserly 
   Counsel for Comcast Corporation 

 
Enclosure 

cc: Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
 Cristina Chou Pauzé 


