
October 20, 2006

Chairman Kevin Martin
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: WC Docket No. 06-74

Dear FCC Commissioners:
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I am writing to urge your approval of the AT&T-BeliSouth merger. As President of the Lawrence County
Chamber of Commerce I have responsibilities for Economic Development in Lawrence County in
Tennessee. It is clear to me that this merger will serve the public interest and greatly benefit customers of
the combined company.

The commitments that AT&T recently announced for much greater broadband affordability and
availability are especially beneficial to rural economic development recruitment efforts. Access to
broadband is of great concern to my prospects. Approval of the merger will address this critical need by
offering truly affordable and ubiquitous service.

I understand that AT&T has proposed to the Commission a commitment to provide its dial access
customers a free upgrade to DSL, including a free modem, for a limited time after the merger closing. I
also understand the company has offered to reduce the price of residential broadband DSL to $10 per
month and to deliver broadband to all residential units in its combined territory, including lower-income
and rural areas. These commitments will help drive high-speed broadband usage and help close the
digital divide between rich and poor, urban and rural.

I urge the Commission to approve the merger of AT&T and BeliSouth promptly so that consumers can
benefit as soon as possible from the broadband provisions this merger offers.

Thank you for your consideration.

cc: Marlene Dortch, Commission Secretary
,,-~

Lawrence County
Chamber of
Commerce

Post Office Box 86
1609 North Locust

Avenue
Lawrenceburg, TN

38464

931-762-4911
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1400 Barnwell Street
Columbia, SC 29201

I
P803 799 8150
F 803 254 6052

Iwww.columbiaurbanlea9ue.org

Empowering Communities.

Changing Lives.

RE: Support BellSouth I AT&T Merger, WC Docket No. 06-74

Dear Commissioner:

I am the president of the Columbia Urban League. As you know, many of our members are living
on the lower end of the socio-economic scale. Any changes that can enhance our economic
prosperity are welcome. That is why we are asking you to vote in favor of the AT&T I BellSouth
merger.

The merger has the potential to provide great new benefits for African-Americans. For example,
we understand that AT&T and BellSouth have discussed with the Commission precedent-setting
merger conditions that are unmatched by any other communications provider. First, the newly
merged company has proposed a $10 monthly residential broadband Internet service offering.
Second, any current AT&T-BellSouth customer using dial-up service will be offered a free
upgrade to DSL, including a free modem. Third, "stand-alone" DSL will be offered to customers
at a competitive rate, thereby no longer requiring customers to also purchase voice service. Most
importantly, AT&T and BellSouth have made a commitment to deploy high-speed Internet
service to rural areas and lower-income living units. This commitment is evident by AT&T I
BellSouth's long-term history of supporting organizations and institutions that have empowered
the less fortunate. All of these provisions will have a tremendous positive economic impact for
Aftican-Americans.

Please help grow economic opportunities and improve the quality of life of African-Americans
through affordable and universal broadband services by supporting the AT&T I BellSouth
merger. We appreciate your assistance and your leadership

Sincerely,

(~f7l1:1~tJ
' James T. McLawhorn, Jr.

President and Chief Executive Officer

cc: Marlene Dortch, Commission Secretary
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"Bringing the Public intu Public Schuuls"

RE: Support BellSouth / AT&T Merger, WC Docket No. 06-74
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Chairman Kevin Martin
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554L E
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FOUNDATION Dear Commissioner:

This broadband commitment will greatly benefit our educational system by:

Given the positive impact these commitments will bring to our educational system and young
people, I urge you to approve the AT&T/BellSouth merger at the earliest possible date.

We were pleased to learn recently that AT&T and BellSouth have proposed post-merger
commitments, including a promise to bring affordable and universal broadband coverage to
Alabama's parents and students. Specifically, AT&T and BellSouth have offered:

The merger of AT&T and BellSouth will deliver new and innovative broadband technologies
to improve Alabama's and our nation's educational capabilities. Therefore, I urge you to
approve the merger promptly.
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• A $10 monthly residential broadband Internet service offering
• A pledge to make available broadband Internet access to all residential living units in

the AT&TIBellSouth footprint, including rural America and lower income housing
units.

• Speeding the deployment of exciting new broadband-based technologies and other
promising innovations to our nation's schools and libraries and to students' homes.

• Providing new economic growth and jobs for our young people.
• Enhancing distance learning capabilities, such as offering students greater access to

advanced placement and other classes, providing new educational tools for students
and others with disabilities, and providing new cost-effective learning tools that will
enhance America's global competitiveness.

From distance learning to cutting-edge, in-classroom tools, our students and educators are
already learning how technology can open new doors. Yet, we have barely begun to scratch
the surface of the innovations in education that communications technology can make
available to us. For this reason, the FCC should approve the merger of these two great
American communications companies as quickly as possible.

Sinc;:"

,~a'~t£eLj-- ~~2-/
cc: Marlene Dortch, Commission Secretary

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Executive Director
Carolyn R. Akers

Emeritus
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Bay Haas

Board Members
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October 19th 2006

Chairman Kevin Martin
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Lindsay Heard, Secretary
flrasfidd & (;orrk, LLC

David Jefferson, Vice Chair
fheSchool

Board of Directors

Tercso1 Zuniga l1dom, Chair
Alahama P,)wn CJmpany

Jerry' Perkin,;, Treasurer
Vulcan Materials Company

Joseph (l Boone
Muscian

Edith Comstock
lefferson County Board of Fduration

Re: WC Docket No. 06-74, Support for Approval of AT&T/BeIlSouth
Merger

Anthony lfcdiba
Attorney at I av..'

Dear Commissioners:

Ronnie R.ivera
Sl<lte F<lrm Insurance Company

Bart Thau
Rnnded Transportation

Isabel Rubio
Fxecutiw Director

Latinos are an important and fast-growing segment of Alabama's
population and economy. Additionally, Latinos are increasingly
dependent upon advanced broadband technologies to grow their
businesses, educate themselves and their children and communicate
with family and friends, near and far.

N l L A

AFfiliate

To ensure advancement of broadband technologies to the Latino
community, the Hispanic Interest Coalition of Alabama strongly
encourages approval of the merger of BellSouth and AT&T. The
merger of these great companies will offer far-reaching benefits for the
Hispanic community. It promises to bring about affordable and
universal broadband access for all residents of Alabama, including
those in low income and rural areas. This will greatly enrich the lives
and economic prosperity of all residents, especially Hispanic
Americans.

I urge the Commission to quickly approve the merger of AT&T and
BellSouth so that Hispanic Americans can soon benefit from the
promise of affordable and widespread broadband technology.

Sincerely,

P.CJ Box 190299
Birmingham, AL 15219
Tel. 205942 5505
Fax 20'5 942 '5')2')

Isabel Rubio
Executive Director
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South CaroHna Alliance of Black School Educators
PO Box 11737 + Columbia, SC 29211

(803) 253-6393 (0) + (803) 253-6394 (FAX)
E-mail address: www.scabse.com

RE: Support BellSouth / AT&T Merger, WC Docket No. 06-74

President
Mr. AI Butle,"
12 t \Vrstpark Boulevard
Columbia, SC 29210
(8031798-8380

j·l'e.\jdelll-Flecf

1\1s. Bertha :\:1. Timmons
1260 Warwick Drive
Sumler. SC 29154
(8031481-0244

Chainnan Kevin Martin
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
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Rec(mliflK Secretary
Dr. .Jnhndle I,. Shcrald
418-F Third I.oop Road
Florcncl" SC 29505
(8·Ul-lU-6370

Co,.,.c\poutlillg S('ITl'fUlT

,ts. Bl..'linda .Johnson
1)0 Box 129
Cordova, SC 291)39
(80T) 531-7M6

Treusurer
Mr. \Valtcf Cond
1518 Sage Ridge Drive
1\1ariclta, (;A 30064
(678) .154-1105

Dear Commissioners:

rhe merger of AT&T and BellSouth will deliver new and innovative broadband
technologies to improve South Carolina's, and our nation's educational capabilities.
Therefore, I urge you to approve the merger promptly.

From distance learning to cutting-edge, in-classroom tools, our students and educators
are already learning how technology can open new doors. Yet, we have barely begun to
scratch the surface of the innovations in education that communications technology can
make available to us. For this reason, the FCC should approve the merger of these two
great American communications companies as quickly as possible.

Hj.\'loriunIPar!imenluriulI
Ms. FrancilHl Shack
1701 Westchester Drive
Columbia. SC 29210
(803) 731-8950

We were pleased to learn recently that AT&T and BellSouth have proposed post-merger
commitments, including a promise to bring affordable and universal broadband
coverage to South Carolina's parents and students. Specifically, AT&T and BellSouth
have offered:

EXl!('uli~'(' Director
\11'..John W. Rohinson
5414 Colonial Drive
Columbia, SC 29203
(803) 754-6377

• A $10 monthly residential broadband Internet service offering
• A pledge to make available broadband Internet access to all residential living

units in the AT&T/BellSouth footprint, including rural America and lower
income housing units.

Admillistrat;w A.\'.\i.\'tant
Ms. Ida Tyler
1616 Richland Street
Columhia, SC 29201
(803) 231-7459

Immediate Past Pre.\'ident
Dr. Teresa L. Pope
1311 HuntcliffTrace
Aiken, SC 29M03
(803) 643-3723

This broadband commitment will greatly benefit our educational system by:

• Speeding the deployment of exciting new broadband-based technologies and
other promising innovations to our nation's schools and libraries and to
students' homes.

Ot1-

------------_..__._---



South Caronna Alliance of Black School Educators
PO Box 11737 • Columbia, SC 29211

(803) 253-6393 (0) • (803) 253-6394 (FAX)
E-mail address: www.scabse.com

President
Mr. AI Butler
121 Wl'stpark Boulevard
Columbia, SC 29210
(803) 79X-83NO

P,.('~id('IlI-Eh'/·f

Ms. Bertha 1\1. Timmons
1260 Warvdck I>rive
Sumh'f, SC 29154
(H03) 4HI-0244

!l('('onJi"K ,","('t'retary

Dr. .Iohncllc I .. Sherald
4tX-F Third I.oop H.oad
Florence, SC 29505
(H43) 413-63711

('orrespoudillg Scal'lm}'

'Is. Bdinda Johnson
1'0 Box 129
CurdoYa, SC 29039

(803) "1-7646

Tn'usurer
Mr. \Valter Cood
ISIH Sagl' Ridge Drive
i\larietta, GA 300M
(678) 354-1 1U5

HistoriU11/PurliIIIellIt/ria"
\h. Frandua Shack
1701 Westchester Orive
Columbia, SC 29210
(81131 731-8950

l:Xf!Cflth'(' Director
Mr. John ,\..... Robinson
5414 Colonial Drive
Columbia, SC 29Z0]
(803) 754-6377

Admi"i.\'(ruth'l' A.\',\'i.\'tanl

Vis. Ida Tyler
1616 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 231-7459

Immediate PaM President
Dr. Teresa L. Pope
1311 HuntcliffTrace
Aiken, SC 29803
(803) 643-3723

• Providing new economic growth and jobs for our young people.
• Enhancing distance learning capabilities, such as offering students greater

access to advanced placement and other classes, providing new educational tools
for students and others with disabilities, and providing new cost-effective
learning tools that will enhance America's global competitiveness.

Given the positive impact these commitments will bring to our educational system and
young people, I urge you to approve the AT&TlBellSouth merger at the earliest possible
date.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

hn Robinson
Executive Director - South Carolina Alliance of Black School Educators

cc: Marlene Dortch, Commission Secretary
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Chairman Kevin Martin
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12lh Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Support BeliSouth/AT&T Merger, WC Docket No. 06-74

Dear Chairman Martin:

The merger of AT&T and BeliSouth will deliver new and innovative broadband
technologies to improve Alabama's, and our nation's educational capabilities. Therefore, I
urge you to approve the merger promptly.

From distance learning to cutting-edge, in-classroom tools, our students and educators are
already learning how technology can open new doors. Yet, we have barely begun to
scratch the surface of the innovations in education that communications technology can
make available to us. For this reason, the FCC should approve the merger of these two
great American communications companies as quickly as possible.

A $10 montWyresidential broadband Internet service offering
A pledge to make available broadband Internet assess to all residential living units
in the AT&TlBeliSouth footprint, including rural America and lower income
housing units.

•
•
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O«y;:""- We were pleased to learn that AT&T and BeliSouth have proposed post-merger
~of= commitments, including a promise to bring affordable and universal broadband coverage to
E_ K Mo;or Alabama's parents and students. Specifically, AT&T and BeliSouth have offered:- ,,*Jte,trl... Shea;y eo-ty Sdoob
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This broadband commitment will greatly benefit our educational system by:

• Speeding the deployment of exciting new broadband-based technologies and other
promising innovations to our nation's schools and libraries and to students' homes.

• Providing new economic growth and jobs for our young people.
• Enhancing distance learning capabilities, such as offering students greater access to

advanced placement and other classes, providing new educational tools for students



and others with disabilities, and providing new cost-effective learning tools that will
enhance America's global competitiveness.

Given the positive impact these commitments will bring to our educational system and
young people, I urge you to approve the AT&T/BellSouth merger at the earliest
possible date.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Carol Bruser
Executive Director

cc: Marlene Dortch, Commission Secretary
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Chainnan Kevin Martin
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: WC Docket No. 06-74

Dear Chairman Martin:
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I am writing to urge your approval of the AT&T-BellSouth merger. As Executive
Director of the Greene County Industrial Development Board, I have been carefully
following the merger's progress and particularly the developments of the past few days.
It is clear to me that this merger will serve the public interest and greatly benefit
customers of the combined company.

The commitments that AT&T recently announced for much greater broadband
affordability and availability are especially beneficial to rural Alabama and the citizens of
Greene County. Access to broadband is of great concern to my membership and our
citizens. Approval of the merger will address this critical need by offering truly
affordable and ubiquitous service.

I understand that AT&T has proposed to the Commission a commitment to provide its
dial access customers a free upgrade to DSL, including a free modem, for a limited time
after the merger closing. I also understand the company has offered to reduce the price of
residential broadband DSL to $10 per month and to deliver broadband to all residential
units in its combined territory, including lower-income and rural areas. These
commitments will help drive high-speed broadband usage and help close the digital
divide between rich and poor, urban and rural.

I urge the Commission to approve the merger of AT&T and BellSouth promptly so that
consumers can benefit as soon as possible from the broadband provisions this merger
offers.

Thank you for your consideration.

,~~

hillis B her
Executive Director

cc: Marlene Dortch, Commission Secretary

www.gcidb.com


