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OCT 1 62006
Federal Communications Commission

Office of the Secretaly

David Burch [dburch2@spo .1T.com]
Friday, September 22, 2006 5:52 PM
Monica Desai
Re: DA 06-1802, CGB-CC- 05 and CGB-CC-0007

September 22, 2006
FCC Chief, Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau onica Desai

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear Monica Desai,

1protest the FCC approval ofalmost 300 requests for programs to be shown without closed captions.

The FCC weakened the closed captioning rules, and ap, ars to hove created new standards and new rules for permitting
programs to be televised without closed captions. 1 beli the FCC violated the closed captioning rules.

People who are deafor hard ofhearing want access to t levised information and entertainment, just like everyone else.

Closed captioning is an essentialpart ofany televised p ogram. Captioning is not too difficult or too expensive.

1 cannot watch television programs that are not captio d.

Please reconsider these FCC decisions and suppart clo d captioning.

Sincerely,

David Burch
1530 CotySt
Shrevepart, LA 71101-4917
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I have a cochlear implant and work in a public school as a
principal. I am totally dependent upan closed captioning/or
television and strongly oppase any exemptions.
Dr. M J. Bratton

Kenneth L. Hill

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Martha Jean lmjbratton@bellsout .net]
Monday. September 25, 2006 7:3 PM
Monica Desai
Closed captioning
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OCT 162006
Federal Communications COmmission

OffIce of the Secretary
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From:

Sent:

To:

LANDBEEHAPPY@aol.com

Thursday, September 21, 2006 7:03 PM

Monica Desai

OCT 162006
Federal Communications Commission

Offtce of the Secretary

Subject: Re CGB Chief Monica DeSai DA 06-1802, GB-CC-0005 and CGB-cC-0007

In Re DA 06-1802, CGB-CCOOO5 and CGB-C 7

Dear CGB Chief Monica DeSai,

I protest the recent Orders granting exemptions fr m closed captioning issued by CGB.

These Orders appear to create a new regulation, ca ng out a new exemption
basis, not in keeping with current regulations for p ople with and without disabilities.

I as a person with a disability am outraged and beli ve the FCC has created a loophole that almost any
entity crying "it costs too luuch" can now use.

Please reconsider immediately!
I need our closed captioning!
Sincerely,

Muggs Ballard
4009 Susan Lane Penngrove, CA 94951

9126/2006
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FedllfBl CommunicabOfl5 Commls8iOn

OffICe 01 the SecretaryFrom: Hmcblair@aol.com

Sent: Friday, September 22,2006 7:40 PM
To: Kevin Martin; Deborah Tate; Robert McDow II; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein; Monica Desai

SUbject: re: new FCC ruling on Closed Captioning

In Re DA 06-1802, CGB-ee-ooOS and CGB-ee-0007
Dear FCC Chairman,
On behalf of my two grandchildren who were bom de f we protest the recent Orders granting exemptions from
closed captioning
issued by CGB. These Orders appear to create a new r ulation, carving out a new exemption basis, not in
keeping with current regulations. We
are outraged and believe the FCC has created a loopho that almost any entity crying rlt costs too much" can
now use. Please reconsider!
Our family needs closed captioningI
Raymond and Helen Blair
2541 Oakwood Road
Ortonville, MI 48462

9/26/2006
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From: Teresa Cochran, PhD [tcsule@cox.net)

Sent: Monday, September 25, 2006 9:20 AM

To: Kevin Martin; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adel

Subject: FCC Closed Captioning Exemptions

Federal Communications CommJsslon
OIIice of the Secretary

ein; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell; Monica Desai

Dear Misters Martin, Copps, Adelstein, McDowell and M Tate:

I am stunned that you would approve approximately 550 exemptions to the Closed Captioning requirement for
Television programsI As a hearing impaired viewer wh relies on having that available and using it on a daily
basis, I must protest strongly. I know this is a costly req irement but who could be so insensitive to the needs of

the population of hearing impaired and deaf?

Please reconsider your actions.

Sincerely,
Tessa Cochran, PhD
635 S. Washington 5t.
Alexandria, VA 22314
.703-683-6913
tcsule@cox.net

9/26/2006
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

v0 - \<tl
Joshua Cohen lioshcohen@Kint ra.com1
Thursday, October 05, 2006 1: PM
Monica Desai
Re: DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-OOO and CGB-CC-0007

~PTED

OCT 162006

Federal Communications Commission
OIIice of the secretary

October 5. 2006
FCC Chief, Consumer & Governmentai Affairs Bureau Moni a Desai

Dear Monica Desai,

I protest the FCC approval of almost 300 requests for new p ograms to be shown without closed captions~

The FCC weakened the closed captioning rules, and appea to have created new standards and new rules for permitting
programs to be televised without closed captions~ I believe he FCC violated the closed captioning rules~

People who are deaf or hard of hearing want access to tele sed information and entertainment, just like everyone else~

Closed captioning is an essential part of any televised progr m~ Captioning is not too difficult or too expensive~

I cannot watch television programs that are not captioned~

Please reconsider these FCC decisions and support closed aptioning.

Sincerely,

Joshua Cohen
859 Willamette St
Eugene, OR 97401-2910
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OCT 162006

Melissa Chang \marchanoa\lril@ a\\oo.com\
Monday, October 02, 2006 9:32 M
Monica Desai
Re: DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 nd CGB-CC-0007

b 0 C~e-l \J d D~ - 1'\lPam Gre9L::0::.lry~ -Io _

From:
Sent:
To:
SUbject:

October 2. 2006
FCC Chiet. Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau Monic Desai

Federal Communicafions Commission
OffIce of the 8ecretary

Dear Monica Desai.

I protest the FCC approval ot almost 300 requests for new pr grams to be shown without closed captions.

The FCC weakened the ciosed captioning rules. and appear to have created new standards and new rules for permitting
programs to be televised without closed captions. I believe t e FCC violated the closed captioning rules.

People who are deaf or hard of hearing want access to televi ed information and entertainment, just like everyone else.

Closed captioning is an essentiai part of any televised progra . Captioning is not too difficult or too expensive.

I cannot watch television programs that are not captioned.

Please reconsider these FCC decisions and support closed

Sincerely,

Meiissa Chang
1050 Crestview Dr Apt 324
Mountain View, CA 94040-3408
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ross Clark lrClark2@san.rr.com

f
friday, October 06, 2006 9:42 fl\
Monica Desai
Re: DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 nd CGB-CC-0007

HlEDIACCEPIED
OCT 1 62006

October 6, 2006
FCC Chief, Consumer & Governmentai Affairs Bureau Monic Desai

Dear Monica Desai,

Federal Communications Commission
OIlice of the Secretary

I protest the FCC approval of almost 300 requests for new pr grams to be shown without closed captions.

The FCC weakened the closed captioning rules, and appear to have created new standards and new rules for permitting
programs to be teievised without closed captions. I believe t e FCC violated the closed captioning rules.

People who are deaf or hard of hearing want access to televi ed information and entertainment, just like everyone else.

Closed captioning is an essential part of any televised progra . Captioning is not too difficult or too expensive.

I cannot watch television programs that are not captioned.

Please reconsider these FCC decisions and support closed aplioning.

Sincerely,

Ross Clark
3552 Cowley Way
San Diego, CA 92117-5834
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September 24, 2006

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20054

Kevin J. Martin, Chairman
Michael J. Copps, Commissioner
Jonathan S. Adelstein, Commissioner
Deborah Taylor Tate, Commissioner
Robert M. McDowell, Commissioner

Re: DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 and CGB CC-0007

Dear Commissioners,

0<0 - (~(

FILEDfACCEP1EO
OCT 1 6 Z006

FederaJ Communications Commissioll
Office of the Secretary

After reading with great interests on the USA T day "A Christian View of War" on September

18, 2006 by Oliver "Buzz" Thomas is a minister in Tennessee and author ofan upcoming book,

10 Things Your Minister Wants to Tell You (But Can't Because He Needs the Job), it seems to

reinforce exactly what FCC is doing now by pi 'ng in the "political football" atmosphere when

they issued its clearly "out ofbound" Orders to aive "out of ordinary" number of religious

organizations/bodies from providing closed cap'oning at the expense of functional equivalency.

It also appears to be serious constitutional viola'on of "separation of the church and the state"

with an agenda to secure votes of religious orga izations/bodies for upcoming elections. That is

not the FCC I know. Historically, FCC has al ays been very fair and serves public weB

particularly maintaining goals of increasing of mmunications services and technologies for

person with disabilities.

Generally, from my own personal experience d observation for years, I have seen many

religious organizations/bodies' impressive and 4wesome work of lips service in focusing only in

the purity of their members because only such ''!set an example model" who are most capable of

doing God's work. Because of their beliefs an~ values, their priorities of their expenditures,

involving persons with disabilities to do God's work are always not on the top of their list, even

though their intentions of doing God's work*swell. There are a few religious organizations

providing closed captioning. But there are still ~o much more work to be done.

When FCC received unbelievably enormous nupmer ofrequests for exemption from religious

organizations/bodies, I am very suspicious abo~t their request for exemptions from providing

closed captioning. In theory, FCC should not have received a large number of requests for
,

exemptions from religious organizations/bodid if they set their priorities right. Unfortunately,

this is not the case. That is exactly where FCC bomes into the picture.



I, for the life ofbeing considered myself very ~ te and happy to receive wonderful God's

unique gift as proud Deaf spiritual warrior with 'quirk" (hearing loss) on earth, I continue to seek

for the "meaning of life" on daily basis by chal enging our "ignorant, but could not help" society

who think they are doing the right thing. We, individuals with disabilities, must continue to

exercise our rights in responding to mass exem tion requests from religious organizationslbodies

(and many others for that matter) and require m to involve in fair due process with FCC in

providing in-depth information in order to justi

captioning as ",th1!e",irLvY'e~...!!!Jll-!'!!!~!>!!i.lL!!=!!!.!.!4~b!E~~E!!a-ill!!lli!!!illLJ,!!lli!illu:.

Therefore, I firmly protest the recent Orders ting exemptions from closed captioning issued

by CGB. The closed captions statute explicitly contains congressionally-approved waivers as

well as a mechanism, the "undue burden" stan ard, by which the Cormnission may grant

individual waivers to petitioners who provide e .dence that they meet that standard. There is no

mechanism that has taken in place to indicate y evidence to justifY "undue petition" in order to

grant petitioner's request for exemption to pro .de closed captions. I am dreadfully wary and

deeply concerned that the FCC is about to crea e a dan erous recedence for future re uest for

exem tions from rovidin closed ca tionin i the future. Please reconsider horrific and

"uncharacteristic" Orders you created and reve e it to require captions across the board

irmnediately! After all, that is exactly what F C is required to do by the intent of laws by

constantly increasing of cormnunications servi es and technologies for person with disabilities as

the FCC that I always know of.

Thanks.

JII&K..9(, Cassef{
625 Basswood Ave
Verona, Wisconsin 53593

cc: Monica Desai, Chief, Consumer & Go/Vemrnental Affairs Bureau
Jay Keithley, Deputy Chief (Policy) C~>nsumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau
Tom Chandler, Chief, Disability Righ~ Office
Cheryl King, Deputy Chief, Disability'Right Office
Telecormnunications for the Deaf and lHard of Hearing, Inc
US Senator Russell, D. Feingold
US Senator Herb Kohl
US Representative Tammy Baldwin
National Council of Churches
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OCT 1 62006
Federal Communications Commission

Office of the SecretaryFrom: BamBam0922@aol.com

Sent: Monday. September 1B. 2006 12:42 PM

To: Kevin Martin; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell; ichael Copps; Jonathan Melstein; Monica Desai

Subject: SAVE CLOSED CAPTIONING!!!!

"In Re DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 and C B-CC-0007
Dear FCC Chairman, I protest the recent rders granting
exemptions from closed captioning issued by CGB. These Orders
appear to create a new regulation, carving out a new exemption
basis, not in keeping with current regulatio s. We are outraged
and believe the FCC has created a looph Ie that almost any entity
crying "it costs too much" can now use. PI ase reconsider
immediately! My daughter is deaf and NE DS closed captioning!!!
Beth Donofrio
354 Deering Lane
Bolingbrook, Illinois 60440
ph. (630) 378-4830

9/19/2006
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OCT 1 62006
Federal Communications Commission

Offica 01 the SecretaryFrom:

Sent:

To:

BarbChert@aol.com

Sunday, September H, 2006 ~2:4~ PM

Kevin Martin; Deborah Tate; Monica Desai; R bert McDowell; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelstein

Cc: battat@shhh.org

SUbject: FCC & Closed Captioning

Dear FCC Chairman:

I protest the recent Orders granting exemptions fro closed captioning issued by CGB. These Orders
appear to create a new regulation, carving out a ne exemption basis, not in keeping with current
regulations.

People with hearing loss who depend on captioned elevision are outraged and believe the FCC has
created a loophole that almost any entity crying "it osts too much" can now use. Please reconsider
immediatelyl We need more closed captioning, not essl

Sincerely,

Barbara L. Chertok
5400 Eagles Point Circle #104
Sarasota, FL 34231-9154
941/923·9279

9/19/2006
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From:
Sent:
To:
SUbject:

Dear FCC Chainnan,

Cindy Burris [CindY@threeriverSifc.or9j
\nUrsaay, September 28, 21100 2','2 PM
Monica Desai
close caption

FILED/ACCEPTED

OCT 76 Z006

FederBI CoolmunicatiOflS Commission
0fIIce of the Secretary

I protest the recent Orders granting exemptions from c sed captioning issued by CGB. These Orders appear to
create a new regulation, carving out a new exemption b sis, not in keeping with current regulations. We are
outraged and believe the FCC has created a loophole th t almost any entity crying "it costs too much" can now
use. Please reconsider immediately! We need our close captioning!

I am a deaf woman who is married to a deafman as we 1. We need our caption for our safety. Without the
caption, how would we know if the weather is bad, wh t is happening in our town by watching the news? How
would we able to know who to vote for our coming ele tions? This is taking our violation as civil rights away.
Please reconsider and think about what the possibility e if it happened to you, a family member or a dear friend
of yours.

Sincerely,

Cindy Castegnaro
612 Maple Street

Wamego,](ansas66547

Three Rivers Inc. - ':Access to Independent Living"
408 Lincoln,- PO Box 408 - Wamego, KS. 66547
(785) 456-9915 v/tty -(785) 456-9923 (FAX)
www.threeriversinc.org
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Pam Gregory

from: Phillip Corona \.pcorona@independencelirst.or ~

Sent: Thursday, September 28, 20069:27 AM

To: Monica Desai

FILEDIACCEPTEO
OCT 162006

Subject: closed captioning Federal Communications Commission
OffiCll of the S6COI1lIrv

"In Re DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 and CGB-CC- 007 Dear CGB Chief, I protest the recent Orders
granting exemptions from closed captioning issued y CGB. These Orders appear to create a new
regulation, carving out a new exemption basis, not i keeping with current regulations. We are outraged
and believe the FCC has created a loophole that a ost any entity crying "it costs too much" can now
use. Please reconsider immediately! We need our c sed captioning!

Phillip Corona
3106 North Weil Street
Milwaukee, WI 53212

414-264-1874

10/11/2006
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from: Lori Conway [conway.lori@gmail.comj

Sent: Tuesday, September 26,20068:31 PM

To: Monica Desai

Subject: In Re DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 and CGB- C-0007

In Re DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 and CGB-CC-O 07

Dear CBG Chief, Monica Desai:

FILED/ACCEPTED

OCT 1 62006
Federal CommunicatlO1l8 Commlsaion

Office Of the Secretary

I protest the recent Orders granting exemptions fro closed captioning issued by CGB. These Orders
appear to create a new regulation, carving out a ne exemption basis, not in keeping with current
regulations. We are outraged and believe the FCC as created a loophole that almost any entity crying
"it costs too much" can now use. Please reconsider mrnediately! We need our closed captioning!

Lori Conway

1011112006
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Pam Gregory

from: Josh Childress U\childress@gmail.com\

Sent: Saturday, September 16, 2006 7:58 PM

To: Monica Desai

Subject: Re: DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 and CGB-CC- 007

In Re DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 and CGB-CC-O 07

Dear FCC Chairman, I protest the recent Or ers granting

exemptions from closed captioning issued b CGB. These Orders

appear to create a new regulation, carving out a new exemption

FILEDfACCEPTED

OCT 162006

Fedllt'llJ Communications Commission
OffIce of the secretary

basis, not in keeping with current regulat'ons. We are outraged

and believe the FCC has created a loophole that almost any entity

crying nit costs too ase reconsider

immediately! We need our closed captionin !

Josh Childress

2916 Kentucky Avenue

Kenner, LA 70065.

9/19/2006
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Pam Gregory

from: COffE,(4\\NO@aol.com

Sent: Saturday, September 16, 2006 12:43 PM

To: Kevin Martin

Cc: Monica Desai

Subject: Captioning Exemptions

FILEDIACCEPTED

OCT 162006

Federal Communications Commission
0IIfce 01 the Secretary

Dear Chairman Martin:
I recently learned of your recent actions taken by the F C. What I have learned is that the FCC has made a
decision to grant a large number of captioning exempti s. This decision will have an impact on deaf and hard
of hearing individuals. I believe the American Disabiliti s Act was put in place to allow access to disabled
people. Now you have made a large number of exemp ions that goes against ADA. Chairman Martin my son
is deaf and it is already hard enough to get him access nd now those exemptions will make it even harder to
get access for those you have chosen to provide an ex mption to. This decision should not stand and should
be reversed immediately.

Sincerely,
Kate Coffey

9/19/2006
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OCT 162006From:

Sent:

To:

Jamie Cottrell tmsJngpdx@yahoo.com\

Saturday, September 16, 2006 12:14 PM FedemJ Comm . "
umcsuOllS Commission

Kevin Martin; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelst in; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell OfftcaoflheSeae/ary

Cc: Monica Desai

Subject: Exemptions for Closed Captioning

My name is Jamie Cottrell. I'm a 29-year-old deaf man. I daily live with the fact I can't understand
everyone, though I am understood when I speak. Fo example, when I eat lunch at work, my
coworkers speak to each other at the same table wh re I sit, and though I am right there, I sometimes
feel like the loneliest person. I deal with moments li e this day in and day out. I won't accept more
moments like this from my television. It has treated e as though my opinions were valid. It has told me
nearly everything that the faces on the screen said, ough the miracle of closed captioning. Before I
was 11, I did not know there was such a thing. The y we got a closed-captioning machine, my world
grew larger by a few thousand miles, rather than be imited to the 30-mile radius I was used to being
boxed in. Television is a powerful agent for change It is a great blessing. And why? Because the FCC
enabled and enforced it to be. Now that is about to hange, because the FCC has determined that it can
exempt closed-captioning enforcement for religiou programming and other not-sa-religious
programming. These rules have been in effect ten y ars. That is a lot oftime for all programmers to raise
money for captioning funds. In ten years, a man c marry, change two or three jobs, have five kids, and
get a couple cars. Ten years is enough. For the FC to enact this mass exemption without putting it on
the table for those of us who are usually voiceless i our daily lives is just not right. You expect this
treatment from the ignorant public; you don't expe this from your own government. I believed in you. I
believed in what you were doing. Don't make me 1 se faith in you.

And I want to leave you with a parting thought: if e Kingdom of God is truly for all men, and it
ignores such things as disability and race, who are ou to determine that religious programmers can
cater only to the hearing? Who are you to say that ne thing is right and not the other? Hold these people
up to their own standard! Isn't America based on a imilar concept--the melting pot embraces everyone,
regardless of disability and race, right? You would not be the patriots you think you are being by doing
this. Change this now before it is too late, before you are left with a backlash on your hands. Someday
the voiceless do gain a voice.

Jamie Cottrell

Talk is cheap. Use Yahoo! Messenger to make pdto-Phone calls. Oreal ral~slarti!1jUI1J¢/rn.i!1.,
!

9/1912006
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From: s.mentkowski@comcast.net
'. Federal Communications CommissionSent: Fnday, September 15, 2006 6.54 PM 0Ifice 01 the Secretary

To: Monica Desai; Jonathan Adelstein; Michael Co ps; Robert McDowell; Deborah Tate; Kevin Martin

SUbject: Recent granting of exemptions from closed ca ioning requirements

--Dear Chairman Martin and FCC Commissioners, hiefMonica Desai,

As a deafperson and TV viewer, with a deaf family, we are VERY disappointed in and stunned with
the FCC's recent announcement that two separate pe itions from exemption from the closed captioning
requirements for video programming contained in s tion 79.1 of the Commission's rules, specifically
for Angerls for Christ Ministried and New Beginnin Ministries. These exemptions are paving the way
to further exemptions unless these actions are with awn.

Closed captioning is a very important and crucial m dium for deaf and hard of hearing people to rely on
for complete community inclusion, including religio s programming. To grant these exemptions is a
slap in the face to deaf and hard of hearing viewers, tating, 'we don't need you in our communities'.
Please reconsider this terrible and divisive decision d reverse it to require captions across the board.

Sheila Conlon Mentkowski
Sacramento, CA

9/19/2006
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From: Matthew CooKlmbcooK@lmtinv.com1

Sent: Friday, September 15, 2006 6: 11 PM

To: Monica Desai

I

Doctepr- tJo O~ -1'81
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FILED/ACCEPTED

OC1 '\ 62006
Fed8raJ CommunicaffollS Commission

Office of the SllClelary

Subject: Captioning exceptions

Has the FCC really granted closed caption exemptions to hundreds of religious programs? It has been ten years
now since the closed captioning rules were put in place. hat is plenty of time for programmers to find funding and
get set up to caption their programs. The decision sets a ery bad precedent. A) It is counter to the regulations at
47 CFR Part 79.1(d) that allow for certain exemptions; an (b) it is de facto rulemaking without notice. The FCC
is creating new regulations without a process. The entiti who asked for waivers are given consideration while
those of use who will be affected are not. If hundreds we e granted exemption, where will the line be drawn as to
who does or doesn't get an exception?

Please respond.

Matthew Cook

Fremont Investment & Loan
Residential Real Estate Division
1065 N. PacifiCenter Drive
Anaheim, CA 92806
877-308-3863 x7179 toll-free
714-238-7179 (direct)
949-412-7335 (cell)
866-257-3122 (fax) toll-free
mbcook@fm1inv.QQm

For rates and specials please visit my personal Fremont ite: b!!I:r//mb!<oQK,fremQn!Q[QI<~L!<Qm

THIS IS A S()LlCITATI()~ FOR BIISIKI':SS FROM FREMONT INVESTM ,:NT & LOAN. TO REREMOVEOFROM OllR LIST, PLEASE i'~MAII.

mbcook(j1fmtlnv.cQm. MATT (X)OK 1065 N. PACIFICENTER ORIVE, AN HElM. CA 92806

I

Confidentiality Note: The contents ofthis e-mail~·message and its
attachments, if any, are intended solely for the a dressee(s)
hereof. Ifyon are not the named addressee, or ifyou believe this
message has been addressed to you in error, youl are requested not
to read, disclose, reproduce, distribute, disseminlate or otherwise
use this information. Delivery ofthis message toiany person other
than the intended recipient(s) is not intended in ~ny way to waive
confidentiality. Ifyou hav.e received this transmtsion in error,
please alert the sender by reply e-mail. It is also equested that
you immediately delete this message and its atta hments, if any.

,

Thank You. .

9/19/2006
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From: Linda Callahan [lmc297@holmail.com]

Sent: Friday, September 15, 20066:11 PM

To: Monica Desai
Subject: DA06-1802,CGB-CC-0005,CGB-CC-0007

Hello,

I am so terribly upset with the Orders granting exempti
will realize what a mistake this was and push to have it r
has depended on close caption for most of her time watc
ruling overturned. She is not alone. There are millions
of America's whose lives will be changed forever if this 0

OCT 1 62006

FedemI Communications Commission
Offlce of the Secretary

ns from closed captioning issued by CGB. I hope you
onsidered. As a mother of a daughter who for years
ing 1V, I beg of you to do all in your power to have this

er is not reversed.

Please, please think of what you and your committee a e doing to so many who have so much against them
already. I thank you for your consideration and I trust yo will find it in your heart to help those who have no other
choice and no other way to listen to what is being said.

Sincerely,

Linda Callahan
1900 N. Centennial SI.
High Point, NC 27262

9/19/2006
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From:
Sent:

To:

CC:

Wendy Cheng [wendy@paulwendy.com1 Fede I
ra Communicabons Commiision

Thursday, September 14, 2006 7:40 f>..M Ol1\ce01 lheSeClelarj

Kevin Martin; Michael Copps; Jonathan Adelste n; Deborah Tate; Robert McDowell

Monica Desai
Subject: exemptions to captioning regulations

Dear Chairman and Commissioners:

I am writing to express my outrage to hear that that e FCC is granting hundreds NjjJ~J~.t~ltiil){;~ (J: 11(Iii': ,
organizations that have requested an exemption to cl sed captioning oftheir broadcast and television
programs, without prior notice to the deaf and hard hearing community.

I have been hard ofhearing all ofmy life and now h ar with a cochlear implant. I cannot enjoy
broadcast television or DVD movies without captio s. In addition, I have been raised in a Christian
home. I speak from personal experience when I say at about 80-90% of the houses ofworship in this
country are not accessible to the hearing-impaired, d do not have captioning available in the
sanctuary. It follows then, that captioned television rograms by Christian organizations are the last
avenue by which we may draw more deaf and hard fhearing people to Christ. Not to enforce
captioning regulations is to deny our community eq al access to programs that are available to persons
with normal hearing. These so-called Christian org .zations had 10 years to plan for getting their
programs captioned, including locating funds to pro ide for this service.

To exempt broadcasts by Christian organizations an any other entity, without letting the deaf and hard
of hearing community know, sets a bad precedent. he
entities who asked for waivers are given considerati n while those of us
who will be affected are not. It reinforces the ima of this administration as being beholden to
business. It could very well open the floodgates to ore and more companies petitioning for exemption
to these important regulations without having thou t out the long term consequences of how their
callous decision not to provide captioning services ould have for the deaf and hard ofhearing
communitty and for those who are learning English! as a second language.

I urge the FCC to rescind this odious practice ofgr4nting automatic exemptions from captioning
regulations by corporate entities without prior noti* to our community, and to give the deaf and hard of
hearing community an equal voice at the table in this matter which impacts our daily lives.

Sincerely,

Wendy Cheng
Gaithersburg, MD

9/19/2006
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From:

Sent:

To:
Cc:

JOANCASSDY@aol.com
l"hursoay, September ~4, 2006 8'.25 AM fIlder8ICOmmunicationsCommis8lon

0Il\ce oIll1e 5ecrelarv
Kevin Martin; Michael Copps; Jonathan Ade/st in; Deborag.Tate@fcc.gov; Robert McDoweir

Monica Desai

Subject: Closed Captioning Exemptions

Dear Chairman and Commissioners,
I am upset, outraged, disappointed, sad and fr strated to find that the FCC has handed out
more then 500 exemptions to the rule requirin closed captioning of TV programs. I have
a serious hearing loss and depend on captioni g so that I can watch TV with my family.
It took many years (the exact count is too dep essing) to reach the so-called 100%
captioning date and now I find out that the FC is just handing out exemptions like candy at
Halloween.
Silly me I thought the FCC was supposed to I ok out for consumers.
Why did the FCC grant so many permanent e emptions?

Joan Cassidy
119 South Fox Rd
Sterling VA 20164

9/19/2006
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From: Monica Desai

Sent: Tuesday, September 19,200610:05 AM

To: Pam Gregory

Subject: FW: Captioning Protest

••• Non-Public: For Internal Use Only'"

-----Original Message-----
From: David Crocker [mailto:crocker3@verizon.net]
sent: Wednesday, September 13, 2006 4:S5 PM
To: Monica Desai
Subject: captioning Protest

Good Afternoon,

Page 1 of 1

C4i-/8/

FILED/ACCEPTED

Gel '\ 62006
Federal CommunicaUons Comml8slon

OffIce of the Secre1aly

The FCC's decision to grant exemptions from captioning requirements to over 500 petitioners from religious
organizations is wrong-headed, arbitrary, and capricious Given previous rulings by the FCC on the importance of
providing access to deaf and hard of hearing people to rograms on broadcast and cable television, the ruling last
Monday indicates to me that you have thrown the religio s right an election year sop, or that you don't fell that
religious material needs to accessible to those of us wit hearing loss.

It has been ten years now since the closed captioning r les were put in place. That is plenty of time for
programmers to find funding and get set up to caption t ir programs. The decision sets a very bad precedent. A)
It is counter to the regulations at 47 CFR Part 79.1 (d) th t allow for certain exemptions; and (b) it is de facto
rulemaking without notice. You are creating new regulat ons without a process. This FCC interpretation could
have far reaching effects that go well beyond religious p ogramming. The entities who asked for waivers are given
consideration while those of us who will be affected are ot.

Taken along with your similar ruling on August 6th, your, organization has evidently become politicized and is no
longer a credible protector of the American public. This lis government of the donors, by the donors, for the
donors; it is thoroughly lacking in reason or principal. Y9u will pay after Election Day...

David Crocker

David C. Crocker
2392 Sranleigh Park Court
Reston, VA 20191
Phone-703-860-5066
TTY- 703-860-5205
Fax- 214-879-4827
Email-crocker3@verizon.net

9/19/2006
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Page 1 of 1

,

~+ No OlP-/9(
Pam Gregory

f'rom:

Sent:

To:

80b & Janette Cantwell \cantwel\@dmail.ne\1

Friday, September 15, 20063:25 PM

Monica Desai

HL£OIfl.CC£~I£O
OCT 162006

FederaJ Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

Subject: Closed Captioning

Dear CGB Chief DeSai,
As the parent of a deaf child I protest the recen Orders granting
exemptions from closed captioning issued by B. These Orders
appear to create a new regulation, carving out new exemption
basis, not in keeping with current regulations. I m extremely concerned
for my child's future, and believe the FCC has reated a loophole that
almost any entity crying "it costs too much" can now use. Please
reconsider immediately! We need closed capti ning! Thank you for
your assistance.
Sincerely,
Janette Cantwell
1760 Winningkoff
Lucas, TX 75002

In Re DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 and CGB-C

9/19/2006




