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Cctober 29, 2006 David Honig, Executive Director
Phone: 202-332-7005
Fax: 202-332-7511

e-mail: dhonig@crosslink.net

Hon. Marl ene Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communi cati ons Comm ssi on
445 12'" Street S.W

Washi ngton, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Dortch:

RE: Notice of Ex Parte Communi cation */
WC Docket No. 06-74 (AT&T/ Bell South Merger)

On Cctober 23, 2006, | had a tel ephone discussion with Hon.
M chael Copps concerning the above-referenced matter. MMVIC
has taken no position on the nerger. The thrust of what |
expressed to Conmi ssioner Copps is set out bel ow

Shoul d there be an inpasse anpbng t he conmi ssioners on
conditions that would protect the public, it may be that al
parties m ght consider a somewhat different paradi gmthan that
reflected in AT&T' s letter of Cctober 13, 2006 (as anended by
Erratum October 16, 2006) appended to the Public Notice, DA
06- 2035 (Cctober 13, 2006) (“AT&T Letter”). In particular,
nmerger conditions mght be tailored to focus nore directly on
the needs of those who have enjoyed the | east access to

t el ecommuni cati ons, both as producers and as consuners.

An illustration of this approach is found in the history of
the e-rate program which originally applied to all schools.
When funds becane limted, the programwas reconfigured to
target schools with children from!lowincone famlies.

Concepts giving rise to potential nerger conditions m ght
i ncl ude:

(1) buildout goals and tinetables for urban nulti-channe
vi deo systens, it being noted that AT&T has al ready nade a
| audabl e public pl edge on this subject;

(2) a substantial telecomliteracy canpaign ained at | ow
i ncome consuners and urban schools, and featuring readily
conpr ehensi bl e consuner information nmaterial, sone of
whi ch could be inserted in phone bills

*/ This communi cation is probably exenpt under 47 C. F.R
81.1204(a)(10), but it is being reported in any event
out of an abundance of caution.
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(3) an expanded conmitment to emergency communi cati ons support, focusing
especially on multilingual services such as reverse 911

(4) a major supplier diversity initiative ainmed at enabling those laid off
attendant to the merger, particularly mnorities and wonen, to devel op
entrepreneurial relationships with the newly nerged entity, possibly
with the assistance of a private equity initiative aimed at assisting
tel ecom new entrants including suppliers and designated entities;

(5) a pro-active enployee |ateral placement and outpl acenment programto
m nimze the prospect that job | osses attendant to the nerger woul d
fall nmore heavily on those with shorter job tenure, particularly
mnorities and wonen;

(6) efforts by the nmerged entity to divest assets w dely enough to attract
socially and econom cal |y di sadvant aged bi dders; and

(7) frequent, plain English, transparent reporting on diversity issues, as
wel|l as other issues, such as network neutrality, that are inportant
to consuner advocat es.

These concepts would not be considered in addition to commitnents already
made or sought, as that approach woul d reduce the |ikelihood of a

conpr ehensi ve agreenent anong all parties. Rather, these concepts could be
consi dered as a paradigmthat would serve many of the sanme public interest

obj ectives as proposal s now under consi deration, while focusing nore closely
on the needs of the npbst vul nerable consuners. At the end of the day, such a
package of mnerger conditions could be both nore effective and | ess costly
than the conm tnents under di scussion now.

Therefore, should an inpasse devel op, this approach could yield a universa
resolution of the matter that all parties nmight find nore attractive than the
positions they presently advocate, and in which the parties and the agency
coul d take considerabl e pride of acconplishnent.

Si ncerely,

David Honig

Davi d Honi g
Executive Director

/ dh

cc: Hon. M chael Copps



