
1 MODERATOR RIVERA:
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That's all right.

2: 1hank you ver.y much.

3

4

Armita Brasher? Are you Armita?

MS. BRASHERS: Hello.

MODERATOR RIVERA: You have two minutes.

6 MS . BRASHERS: Thank you. I'm Armita

7

8

Brashers.

years ago.

I was born and raised here in L.A. 71

I'm a mother, a grandmother, a great

grandmother, and my interest is the future. I don't

10 want to leave my grandchildren and my great

1 grandchildren with a great big debt and no

12 information by which to make good choices. When our

13 founders fought the British for independence, it was

14 because they did not have representation. This is

1 the same issue: representation.

16 One of our most important forefathers

17 was Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson wanted every person

18 to be informed so that they could make good choices.

1 Today, due to media consolidation, the electorate

20 does not have good information, we have sound bites.

21 Only well informed voters can choose

22 good candidates, and when we have candidates that

23 are only giving us sound bites, that's not a good

24 way to make a democracy go. Big media only gives

25 information that they are interested in and that
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Dissent is the bedrock

2 of democracy. Money does not equal speech; speech

3 should be free so that we can make good choices.

4 When the TV, radio and newspapers are all owned by

5 corporations, there's only one voice.

6 Remember, the public airwaves belong to

7 the American public, not to national or

8

9

multinational corporations.

30 million, California has

The U.S. population is

I mean the U.S.

10 population is 300 million, California has 30

11 million. L.A./Orange County has 15 million. How

12 can you put all those 15 million people into six

13 boxes? That's not a good way to provide important

14 information to the public. Thank you.

15 MODERATOR RIVERA: Thank you very much.

16 It's unfortunate that we -- the Commissioners have

1 to leave now. They have to go to El Segundo to hear

18 some of your colleagues there. And we

1

20

(Audience calling for "one more".)

MODERATOR RIVERA: Mr. Chairman?

21 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: We want to

22 talk about radio ownership --

23 MODERATOR RIVERA: They're quite a few.

24 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: One

2 second. We have one of the last radio independent
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1 owners here today. He wants to speak.
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It's a very

2 important message. It's to discuss everything

3 that's wrong with consolidation and what has

4 happened to the radio industry.

5 CHAIRMAN MARTIN: If you could hold off

6 for just one second.

7

8 confer.)

(Chairman Martin and the Commissioners

9 CHAIRMAN MARTIN: This is what we will

10 end up doing. We've got I'm sorry,

1 Congresswoman, what was the names again that you

12 said?

13 (Chairman Martin and Congresswoman Watson

14 confer.)

15 CHAIRMAN MARTIN: -- If they could each

16 be given one minute. We'll give this gentleman

17 here -- one last -- and then people will be able to

18 continue to actually make their provide their

1 testimony. We actually have to go to the other

20 hearing, and it's in EI Segundo, but there will be

21 people here that will be able to take it and make

22 sure it's part of the record.

23 (Pause.)

24 MR. LEVINE: Okay. Am Ion, Gentlemen?

25 My name is Saul Levine. I'm the only broadcast
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this

2 opportunity to express my feelings. I've been

3 operating 105.1 KMZT FM, K-Mozart, we call it, for

4 47 years, and I have seen -- (applause) -- thank you

5 and I have seen a great deal come and go in this

6

7

industry what's good and what is bad.

I personally feel that the Telecommuni-

8 cations Act of 1996 was a disaster. It made my

station worth a lot more money, but that's not the

10 issue here. It's not about money. It's serving the

1 public and the public interest.

12 And I also want to say I sincerely

13 regret the personal attacks that we've had on the

14 panel here, because that's counterproductive. I

1 happen to know that all of you are doing your best

16 to do a good job and you're sincere.

17 So getting down to business, Clear

18 Channel has made it extremely difficult to operate

1 in this market with their eight stations. We have

20 the classical station we're one of the few

21 commercial classical stations left in the United

22 States. My AM station is adult standards also,

23 these are orphan formats, because the audience

24 the demographics start at about 50 years of age and

2 advertisers are not very happy with that. But we do
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1 it because we love -- we have a passion for radio.

2 In November 2002, a very highly placed

3 executive at Clear Channel called me and said I had

4 to get out of the standards format on the AM because

5 they are going into it and we're so big and you're

so small. This is outright there's a certain

7 arrogance that's developed, and now I understand

8 they've lobbied the Commission to allow the

additional stations on the basis that, because of

10 the internet and because of the web and satellite

11 radio, they have to do it to stay in business. This

12 is not true.

13 The latest Arbitron data shows that in

14 Los Angeles/Orange County and the metro, 97 percent

1 of these people listen to over the air, free

1 terrestrial radio. As long as you on the Commission

17 hold satellite radio to their charter, which is to

18 be a national service, not a local one, we can

1 survive, we can make it.

20 Now, the Clear Channel statement they

21 need four more stations in L.A. is ridiculous. In

22 order to survive - - it is in the second quarter

23 of this year, they generated $1.9 billion in

24 revenue, of which nearly three-quarters of a billion

25 was profit. And the third quarter coming up will be
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It's

2 just it's just I hate to say this because

3 they've been the subject of a lot of attacks, but it

4 really is true it's a red herring.

5 And Clear Channel doesn't have the

6 passion. They don't have the passion for radio.

7 Radio is the town hall of America, small family

8 owned independent operators. And there is some

precedent -- and I'll be through in just a second --

10 there is some precedent.

1 In San Diego, they had 12 stations

12 because they took over four in Tijuana across the

13 border. Last year the Justice Department - - U.S.

14 Justice Department asked them to divest as being

1 anti-competitive, antitrust, cut-throat competition,

16 and they did divest those stations. There's no

17 publicity because Clear Channel didn't want to test

18 it, so they just got rid of the stations.

1 So, closing remark is please, please,

20 there's no public benefit to allowing them to have

2 more stations. They will drive me out of business.

22 I want to stay in business and serve the public.

23 We don't make a lot of money, but we sure enjoy

24 serving the public. Thank you very much.

25 MS. BATTLEBAY: Good afternoon, I'm
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1 Marva Smith Battlebay, National President of the

National Coalition of. a hundred black WDmen,

3 representing organizations throughout the United

4 States and thousands of women, who of course are

5 business owners and who view and watch television

6 and radio.

7 First of all, I want to say that I think

8 one of the primary issues in media consolidation

needs to be how the rule impacts female and minority

10 ownership in broadcast and radio and TV outlets.

11 Historically, female ownership has been very poor in

12 the media industry. Women comprise over half of the

13 U. S. population, but of course own less than five

14 percent of all TV stations. When we look at the

1 increase of women-owned businesses throughout the

1 country over the recent years, it's been sky-

17 rocketing. We are doing dismally poor in the media

18 industry.

1 Therefore, we do not support our

20 organization, the consolidation, further

21 consolidation of this industry.

22 Finally, to just say that free

23 competition has led to a great deal of innovation in

24 the United States, and further consolidation and

2 conglomeration of all of this industry into the
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hands of -- continued hands of a few, I think will

2 show that we will have less progress and growth of

3 industry in this country. So I want to speak on

4 behalf of the economic interest of women owning

5 businesses, specifically TV outlets and radio

stations. I will submit my whole entire statement

7 for your review. Thank you.

8 "GENEVA": My name is Geneva, and I' m

also from the high desert. After all the eloquence

10 here, I can only repeat the statement I made at the

1 first hearing last month, and that is that George

12 Orwell amply covered all of this in his writings.

13 Specifically he wrote 1984 as a warning, not as

14 blueprint, "And it's time that we stop big brother

15 who is all too real." Thank you.

16 CHAIRMAN MARTIN: We've got, I think,

17 Sumi, and then you said, Minnie, as well.

18 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Sumi, right

1 over here, Mr. Chairman.

20 CHAIRMAN MARTIN: And where is Minnie

21 Fox? Okay, so Sumi, and Minnie Fox, then, after

22 that.

23 MS. HARU: I am Sumi Haru, representing

24 the Screen Actors Guild, as the National Chair of

25 the Ethnic Employment Opportunities Committee.
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independent television

2 producers pushed the envelope and dared to show the

3 American scene realistically with people of color in

4 roles that moved the story line ahead. As a New

5 Jersey born Filipina, I can tell you that my

6 community wants to see itself reflected on the

7 screen. All people of color want to see themselves

8 depicted realistically on television programs, and

it rarely happens in network programming.

10 We people of color own the airwaves, and

1 we have the right to see our stories on television

12 screens. I co-hosted and produced a television

13 public affairs program from 1972 to 1989 at KTLA,

14 channel 5. I'm a victim of deregulation that all

15 but took away public affairs programming that

16 addressed community issues, and particularly issues

1 of people of color.

18 In the past, the roles I played were of

1 attorneys, news reporters, and nurses. My last

20 three auditions were for a maid with an accent, a

21 massage parlor Korean madam with a heavy accent, and

22 an Eskimo grandmother with a heavier accent. Please

23 do not let us regress back to those days of old

24 stereotypes. Thank you.

2
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On behalf of

2 the Beverly Hi11s)Hallywooa Chapter of the NAACP,

3 and Angeli (ph) Image Studios, as an actress and

4 activist, for bringing awareness to domestic

5 violence and working with our youth, you learn to

fit in. And you also learn to be a mentor and stand

out, but the rising, troubling state of our minority

8 media ownership -- there is no minority stations in

L.A. -- is that because of improper profiling or

10 standard requirements that are beyond realistic

11 reach? Wi th no proper procedures, policies,

12 funding, or support for our minorities to obtain

13 these such stations, how do we have a chance to fit

14 in? Are there any minority opportunities on the

15 Commission before me today to share their point of

1 view of opportunities?

1 When the media controls what you see,

18 what you hear, and sometimes what you do, education

1 is a factor. Most cable stations have public access

20 TV handled those educational shows for our children.

2 Most people cannot afford cable TV. Schools are

22 not enough. Then what is the message that you are

23 sending to our children? The media must be

24 responsible for the refocus of our community and how

2 they can make the proper fit. Our young future
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1 leaders, the message that they are receiving is

r sadly nothing, only to De told, follow your dreams

3 and let the media tell it like it is. Say nothing,

4 do nothing, and stand for nothing at all.

5 Well, it is clear that everyone does not

just fit in, they simply stand out. We hope that

7 this conference today will bridge the gap and put

8 the missing pieces back in the puzzle, and make it

fit for those that want it to fit, so that we can

stand out for ourselves and have in mind our future

will be here, Donna Gregg who's -- Donna Gregg -- is

before that we will end up having some other people

Everyone

As I mentioned

Thank you to everyone

So if you can get us

Donna, who's the head of our media

CHAIRMAN MARTIN:

I think Commissioner Copps, Scott Deutschman

leaders. Thank you.

here.

who was participated thus far.

bureau, will be here.

being able to stay here and participate.

We're going to be heading over there right now. So

there will be a variety of people that will wind up

Scott, could you raise your hand, as well? And

Donna here?

we'll take a two-minute break just while we end up

else is obviously welcome at El Segundo, as well.

exiting to go there.

10

11

12

13

14

1

1

17

18

1

20

21

22

23

24
,~

2
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(Recess from 4:43 p.m. until 5:02 p.m.)

2 MODERATOR GREGG: ~e're ready to begin.

3 May we have our first speaker, please? And may I

4 ask for quiet in the room, please, so that all the

5 speakers can be heard?

you may proceed.

Thank you very much. Okay,

7 MS. HYMEN: My name is Andrea Hymen.

8 I'm a resident of Culver City, California, and I'm a

friend of C-SPAN, an informal organization.

10 Shortly after the passage of the 1996

1 Telecom Bill, I found myself without access to my

12 favorite TV programming, C-SPAN 2, their book TV on

13 the weekends. Cable consumers across the country

14 found each other through the internet and found out

15 that C-SPAN and C-SPAN 2 were not fully available

16 24/7 from their local cable companies, and the

17 management of these individual cable companies have

18 on their own decided when they will broadcast C-SPAN

1 and C-SPAN 2. These are the channels that are

20 dedicated to public service and they we've all

21 agreed here, I think, today that the citizens own

22 the airwaves and we have a right to expect to see a

23 public service station like C-SPAN.

24 And when I try -- every time I tried to

2 express my opinion to my cable company, they didn't
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They

2 never responded to my letters. And to this day I do

3 not believe C-SPAN 2, 48 hours of nonfiction book

4 TV, is available on cable anywhere in the Los

5 Angeles market. This is a really valuable service

6 from book notes, in depth history afterwards,

coverage of all the book festivals. And when I talk

8 to people as I meet them, and I ask them if they saw

something on book TV, they don't know what I'm

10 talking about. Very, very few people are even aware

11 of what they're missing, and that's scary. It's

12 really scary.

13 MODERATOR GREGG: I'm afraid I'm going

14 to ask you to stop now. Thank you very much.

15 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: I have a

1 question before we go on. Are we just standing in

17 line, or will you be calling us name by name?

18 Because I've been signed up since 12:30 this

1 afternoon.

20

21 please?

MODERATOR GREGG: What is your name

22

23

MS. CRAMER: My name is Samantha Cramer.

MS. HILL: I'm Lynette Hill.

24

25 list.

MODERATOR GREGG: Your name is on this
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What I'm

2 asking is, are you calling out name by name? Are we

3 in order? Or should I have maintained my place in

4 line?

5 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Who's on the

6 list right now?

7

8 Morris.

MODERATOR GREGG: Right now I have

UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: Griffin?

10

11 me.

MR. GRIFFIN: Big Money Griff, that's

12 MODERATOR GREGG: I looked at your name

13 and I went, "Okay, this is an unusual name." Lacy

14 Merrill, Bo Lebo, Carl Populus, and Samantha Cramer,

15 and I have LaVergne Rosow and R.V. Atheian -- I'm

16 sorry.

17 (Multiple simultaneous speakers from the

18 audience; indiscernible.)

1 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: They want to

20 hear the list one more time.

21 MODERATOR GREGG: Okay. Actually, I

22 think the first person on the list is actually R.V.

23 Atheian.

24 UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE SPEAKER: Let's all

25 move out of the way so people can get in line.
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Are we still

2 getting two minutes?

3 MODERATOR GREGG: Yes. Number two is

4 LaVergne Rosow, and I apologize if I'm not

5 pronouncing your name correctly. Number three is

6 Morris, number four, Lacy Merrill, number five, Bo

7 Lebo, number six, Carl Populus, and number seven,

8 Samantha Cramer.

MS. DILLARD:

10 just signed the list again.

You left me off, and I

11

12

13

MODERATOR GREGG: And your name, please?

MS. DILLARD: Joyce Dillard.

MS. HILL: And I'm Lynette Hill.

14 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: But you

15 didn't sign the list --

16 MODERATOR GREGG: Your name, please?

17 MS. HILL: (Indiscernible) call me

18 earlier, but then somehow

1 MODERATOR GREGG: Oh. We had to start a

20 new list, because they took the other list with them

21 to the other oh, I'm sorry, I don't have your

22 name here, but I have it now. I have Joyce

23 Dillard. And your name, please?

24

2

(Pause. )

MR. ATHEIAN: Aard V. Atheian is my
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name, yes.

2 MODERATOR GREGG: Okay. Mr. Atheian,

3 please proceed.

4 MR. ATHEIAN: Thank you. I'm here

5 representing the Free Speech Coalition Organization.

6 This is an organization in response to the two

7 family, two people who are part of the panel here,

8 who supposedly represented the families and children

in our communities and also I represent the

central region.

Libertarian Party of Los Angeles in Los Angeles

deregulation of -- that has been so far the policy

who

the

line,

Also, I want

supported

bottom

who

the

market,free

supported

I am perhaps one of the only two

the

who

to remind this same Commission of only one policy

that we oppose, and that is censorship.

We remind the Commission that since

there was free availability of erotica on the media,

there has been a 60 percent reduction of all sexual

speakers

supported

of Federal Communication Commission.

10

1

12

13r
14

15

16

17

18

1

22 crimes every decade since 1970. I advocate that

23 this last policy decision to ten times increase the

24 penalties for erotica be eliminated and we go back

2 to an era where a free available erotica for those
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1 who want it of the adult population in this country.

2 MODERATOR GREGG: Thank you.

3

4

MS. ROSOW:

an individual citizen.

I'm LaVergne Rosow, here as

I am a faculty member at a

community college, and it's my pleasure to see that

6 we are having these hearings here at USC, where I've

7 gotten two of my degrees. However, my students are

8 not so fortunate, and they don't know how to ferret

out information in the way that I do, and I had a

10 hard time finding out about these hearings today. I

11 think it was only Friday that I heard about them.

12 UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER: He said you

13 need to talk directly into the front of the mike.

14 MS. ROSOW: Thank you. I appreciate all

for diversity in our media today.

1

1

the help I can get. Okay. There's a serious need

The current

1 regimes provide us with models for racism and

18 intolerance, they provide us with obnoxious

1 advertising -- tasteless, obnoxious advertising, and

20 they trivialize the images of women. But they fail

2 to deliver content of consequence. Why was there no

22 mainstream coverage of these hearings on television

23 or mainstream radio, over and over and over? Why

24 wasn't that at the top of the news? It certainly

25 should have been.
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After days and days of round-the-clock

coverage of the JonBenet Ramsey false confessor

3 story, a male announcer was joking that there was

4 going to be a survey to see if people wanted more

5 in-depth coverage of that case. And a woman, who

was in his co-conspirator in the program, but was

7 this just within hours of my having on a list serve

8 found out about the indigenous teacher uprising in

Oaxaca, Mexico --

10 MODERATOR GREGG: I'm afraid I'm going

1 to ask you to stop. Your time is up.

12

13

14

MS. ROSOW: I've used my two minutes.

MODERATOR GREGG: You did.

MS. ROSOW: Okay. Thank you.

MODERATOR GREGG: Thank you.1

1 MR. GRIFFIN: Thank you, Madam Chair,

17 for allowing us the continuance of this FCC hearing.

18 I'm Morris Griffin, better known as Big Money

1 Griff, community activist and leader. And for the

20 record, let the record reflect that Los Angeles has

21 sent a clear message that we want you to avoid

22 corporate ownership. Los Angeles is the second

23 largest county with the most diverse ethnicities.

24 As black African-Americans, we own one radio

25 station, another one is part ownership. As far as
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black African-Americans own no TV

2 stations. As a result, job opportunities are at an

3 all time low.

4 Black African-Americans have been

5 discriminated against since the beginning of time.

The needs of the people are to have entrepreneur-

ship, and I assure you there will never be a

8 question of profit. We have found that the radio

and TV stations, when there are points of views that

10 are adverse to the subject, we the people are being

11 censored when we don't go along with the station's

12 views.

13 As a community activist and leader, I'm

14 one of the most revered callers in our community on

1 public AM and FM talk radio because of my candid,

16 respectable views. When we talk about the past five

17 years, when we look at how we have the Army, the

18 Navy, the Air Force, the Marines, the Navy SEALs,

1 and still we haven't gotten Bin Laden, we, the men

20 and women, need a voice on radio stations to express

21 our views, not the views of the station. Censorship

22 on stations, to where we cannot continue to do what

23 we need to say when it comes time for us to express

24 our viewpoints.

2 MODERATOR GREGG: I'm afraid I'm going
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to have to say your time is up.

2 MR. GRIFFIN: Okay. So in conclusion, I

3 would just like to say that we need 25 percent set-

4 aside for the diversity of the second largest county

in the United States, and we need to stop allowing

stations to control our views. Thank you.

7 MS. LEBO: My name is Bo Lebo. I'm here

8 representing WomensRadio.com, and I'm also here as a

local CBO and educator. I volunteer time in the San

10 Fernando Valley. I live in Sherman Oaks. I drive

11 as a roving scholar allover the county to work. I

12 work as a media teacher and I work with a highly

13 diversified audience, dislocated, middle-aged people

14 who have no voice because they've got to go

1 searching for jobs and to get more training that may

16 or may not be provided because the WIP has pulled

17 back the money and is working with the very poor

18 immigrant population. People that could lose their

1 housing or people that are going to class at a

20 library or at a public school site because they're

21 dislocated adults or seniors with no affordable

22 housing.

23 I'm here as WomensRadio to say that even

24 the 51 percent of the population has had access to

2 things like Western Public Radio since 25 years ago.
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1 There really isn't a place for all of us to go and

2 work wi th the shortage of jobs. We got, as press

3 people, dislocated from the L.A. times, for example.

4 Literacy is required by the National Institute for

5 Literacy and asked for all American voices to be

heard, recorded, listened to and valued. But

7 literacy is a skill. It's required to parent, to

8 work, and to succeed to go back to school. But

nowhere is media literacy required or a caveat,

10 especially when the great bigger media sources are

11 really pushing violence and sex as a way to sell

12 programming internationally and to license it.

13 I have worked internationally, and I do

14 not see a plan for health information, for safety

15 information. You can't through the filters get

16 information if you are looking to find out if you

17 have cervical cancer, because we have words that the

18 Congress has chosen to cut off from kids and from

1 moms so you can't get health information.

20 I'm worried that the public information

2 about identity theft, about Oxley sera banes, about

22 how to keep track of their medical records between

23 jobs, about fairness and access to health insurance

24 and any kind of insurance. What I'm seeing is

25 funding being cut back, cut back, cut back, and even
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1 airplay with songs and poems and stories helps

2 people stay in school, be able to connect to their

3 community. And when we live in an environment where

4 there could be earthquakes, this is our future

5 because it's how we learn to collaborate, work

6 together and refine ideas --

7

8 is up.

MODERATOR GREGG: I'm sorry, your time

MS. LEBO: I'll finish it. I'd like to

10 see some collaboration with the FCC about the 16

11 career clusters so that information about the arts,

12 audio, video, technology and communication career

13 cluster, and the other six 15 career clusters can

14 go forward. Consolidation is too expensive. We are

15 no longer able to participate in our publicly owned

16 airwaves. Can you restart our potential, please,

17 and open this to all our communities.

18

1

MODERATOR GREGG: Thank you very much.

I also have neglected to mention that we

20 have another representative from the Commission,

21 Steve Deutschman, who is the advisor to Commissioner

22 Copps. So I'm sure he will be reporting on this

23 extension of our hearing when he goes back to

24 Washington. This is Steve. Scott, I'm sorry.

25 Scott. And let's go with our next speaker, please.
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Thank you all for this

I want to have a moment of

3 silence for all our soldiers overseas.

4 (Pause. )

5

6

Okay. Thank you.

Power and the abuse of power are the

ruling religion of this media capital. Nepotism,

8 sexism, ageism, paternalism, and yes, even racism

are the tools for driving slaves yes, slaves --

10 into frenzy. Greed, self-promotion and organized

11 crime are intimately woven into the fabric of media

12 mogulsville.

13 For example, just this weekend, I'm told

14 here at this university, Russell Simmons of

15 Universal music group Def Jam founder and plantation

16 boss recently held a seminar for 18 to 35 year olds.

17 His partner in this venture was the Chrysler

18 Corporation. The theme was building your finances

1 or financial well-being, whatever. Okay, you say,

20 nothing there, but you fail to consider that in

21 order to create an army of covert operatives for his

22 nefarious goals, one must first gather them,

23 indoctrinate them and even explain the

24 salary/benefits to the merry band of thieves.

25 Another potential arm of the Def Jam
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1 militia is the hip-hop action network with stars

2: sucn as Jesse JacKson ana Fat Man Snarpton, whlch

3 serves as an underground tunnel for paying off high

4 ranking officials of our legal public sector and

5 private sector.

Furthermore, the so-called diversity

7 programs of the media, by the media and for the

8 media, are staffed and operated by gatekeepers who

have little room to object to the plantation bosses'

10 orders. Sure, sue the crooks, you say. Yet when

11 you consider the tone, the mood and the standard

12 operating procedures are not written in stone, but

13 routinely shredded, liquified and flushed down the

14 toilet, when media moguls like Steven Spielberg

15 repeat the old Hollywood curse, never work in this

16 town again. People get the correct impression that

17 honest, open, democratic processes and discussion

18 are homeless and unemployed in L.A. County.

1 The present configuration overwhelms any

20 opposing parties by blunt force trauma to the legal

2 system of agencies, attorneys, and courts. How do

22 you fix absolute power corrupting absolutely? By

23 actively policing, investigating, prosecuting and

24 incarcerating criminal acts. Advocating responsi-

2 bility of constitutionally protected rights throws
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of

2; aspiring artists to the Roll"f/'oau sharKs. 1he roots

3 of genocide have fertile soil in the acts of the

4 greedy, the arrogant and the corrupt.

5 This doesn't happen in a vacuum. As far

6 as I can see, the horrible state of affairs we face

7 as a result of the White House slowly rolling back

8 oversight and enforcement of the protections the

u.s. Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the

10 Amendments guaranteed. And I think it started with

11 the Clinton era when the EEOC decided in the 90s to

12 turn away from assisting with cases investigating

13 and sanctioning violators of racial oppression. The

14 canary in the mine is the syndrome. Then there

1 was

16

17 is up, sir.

18

MODERATOR GREGG:

MR. MERRILL:

I'm afraid your time

state of downsi zing,

1 outsourcing and flooding the markets with way too

20 many applicants, thus setting off a bidding war in

21 the working class and the professional class. Some

22 in the Republican administration use the first

23 strike tactic of denying class warfare to put the

24 targets, the recipients and the victims on the

25 defensive. Critical thinkers --
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