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EX PARTE 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 
RE: Implementation of Section 621(a) of the Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984, 

as Amended by the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 
1992, MB Docket No. 05-311; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on 
Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45; In the Matter of High-Cost Universal 
Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; In the Matter of IP-Enabled Services, WC 
Docket No. 04-36; Verizon’s Petition for Waiver of the Set-Top Box Integration 
Ban, 47 C.F.R. § 76.1204(a)(1), WC Docket No. 97-80 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 On November 6, 2006, Tom Tauke, Susanne Guyer, and Mike Glover of Verizon met 
with Chairman Kevin Martin and Michelle Carey, Senior Legal Advisor to Chairman Martin, to 
review Verizon’s positions in the above-referenced proceedings.   
 

Verizon discussed the continued need for the Commission expeditiously to address key 
problem areas with the current local franchising process in a manner consistent with Verizon’s 
previous submissions.  Verizon reiterated the importance of addressing the pervasive use of 
exclusive access agreements by incumbent cable operators to limit competition for residents of 
multi-dwelling unit properties or other real estate developments.   

 
Verizon also discussed the need to ensure that advanced broadband services such as VoIP 

and other IP-based services remain interstate in nature and subject to federal jurisdiction, and to 
ensure that these services are not subjected to the economic regulations that apply to traditional 
telephone services, regardless of the entity that provides them. 

 
Verizon also discussed the need for the Commission to move to a telephone number 

based system for universal service contribution.  In addition, Verizon observed that there is a 
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pressing need to reform the distribution of universal service funds, and that it is encouraging that 
the Commission and the Joint Board on Universal Service are considering a system that uses 
competitive bidding or reverse auctions to distribute support.  Finally, Verizon discussed its 
pending set top box waiver petition and emphasized the unique problems presented for new 
entrants using innovative new technologies that warrant a waiver.    

 
Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s rules, one electronic copy of this 

notice is being filed in the above-referenced proceeding. 
 

     Sincerely, 
 

                
 
cc: Chairman Martin 
 Daniel Gonzalez 

Michelle Carey 


