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October, 25, 2006

Chainnan Kevin Martin
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Sou~ Florida Council of Fire Fighters
8000 Nw. 21 S\., Sui\e 205 Miami, florida 33111

(305) 592-6860 Fax (305) 477-5954
. E-mail: sfcff©earthlink.net

Re: WC Docket No. 06-74, Support for T&T BellSouth Merger

Dear Commissioners:

As President of the South florida Council, I am riting to urge expeditious approval of the
BellSouth / AT&T merger. I know the factors t at set communities apart and poise them for
economic growth. Some ofthese factors includ infrastructure, workforce, and increasingly
access to broadband internet service. This merg r will address one of the most critical needs
required of any community seeking to grow its e onomy and new jobs - universal broadband
Internet access.

The proposed AT&T / BellSouth merger could,*, the catalyst for dynamic economic change,
especially in our rural communities. I understanf:' that as a proposed condition ofthe merger,
AT&T and BellSouth have committed to deliver affordable and universal access to broadband,
including; a new residential broadband offering et at $10 per month, affording many rural
communities a viable alternative to dial access; . d a pledge to provide broadband Internet access
to all residential living units in the AT&T / Bell outh service area, providing economic
developers a necessary tool to recruit new econo ic development prospects to our rural
communities.

The merger of these great American companies ill significantly enhance the economic viability
of the communities we serve. I ask you to appro~e the AT&T / BellSouth merger without further
delay.

~%? 0
Thomas M. Gabriel, President
South Florida Council of Fire fighters i

Coral Gables Fire Fighters, Local 1210 -> Hialeah Fire Fightljrs, Local 1102 ':' Key Biscayne Fire Fighters, local 3638
Key West Fire Fighters, local 1424 (. Marathon, Locpl 4396 (. Metro-Dade Fire Fighters, Local 1403

Miami Beach Fire Fighters, Local 1510 -> Miami Fire fighters, local 587 -> Monroe County local 3909
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