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The purpose of my original petition for proposed rulemaking was to clarify the
present regulations and to make current identification practices used in contest
and "DX" operations legal. Present regulations state that "no unidentified
communication” is to be made. Please note that the word is "communication"
and NOT "communications". The single letter "s" makes a complete difference in
the requirements. If the station identification is not given during the very first
transmission then an "unidentified communication" has been made. This is
contrary to present regulations. If the word were "communications" then the
present 10-minute rule would apply. But, the present regulations state "no
unidentified communication" which requires identification during the very first
transmission to meet regulations.

Present regulations definitely require station identification when ending a series
of contacts (and every 10 minutes therein). This definitely requires identification
of the transmitting station when ending the contact. Unfortunately, this regulation
is generally ignored during contest and "DX" operations. That is, the vast
majority of stations do NOT identify at the end of the exchange.

For example, if | were to contact a station in Puerto Rico during the CQ World
Wide SSB Contest technically the exchange should go as follows:

(Transmission or transmissions made in the "pile up"): K9STH
(Other station comes back): K9STH 5908 KP3Z2Z2Z

(I come back): 5904 K9STH

(The other station comes back): QSL QRZ KP3ZZ2Z

Unfortunately, most contest exchanges taking place these days are as follows:

(Transmission or transmissions made in the "pile up"): K9STH
(Other station comes back): K9STH 5908

(I come back): 5904

(The other station comes back): QSL QRZ

In this exchange we both have violated current FCC regulations by NOT
identifying at the end of the exchange.



The proposed regulations, which are a return to the identification regulations of
"yesteryear", would allow the following exchange:

(First transmission made in the "pile up"): KP3ZZZ this is K9STH
(Successive transmission if necessary): K9STH

(Other station comes back): K9STH this is KP3ZZZ 5908

(I come back): 5904

(The other station comes back): QSL QRZ

Since the entire exchange takes less than 3 minutes we both have completely
complied with the proposed regulations.

In terms of contest and DX operations the proposed identification procedures
would serve to both legalize what has become "common practice" and to actually
make the total number of stations contacted actually higher. This is because the
practice of asking the other station's call sign unnecessary. The call sign would
be announced at least once during each exchange and, in general, would be
sufficient to allow identification of that station by those trying to contact such
station.

Where general types of operation (i.e. "rag chewing") are concerned, the
proposed regulations would have no effect at all. Present regulations (again the
"no unidentified communication" provisions) require identification during the first
transmission, every 10 minutes during the exchange, and at the end of the
exchange. This would not change under the proposed regulations. This is
recognizing that the vast majority of exchanges do not exceed 3 minutes for any
single transmission. Where repeater operations are concerned the vast majority
of such repeaters have an automatic "3-minute" timer (or less) to restrict any
single transmission from exceeding 3-minutes. This effectively enforces the
proposed regulation that any single transmission of less than 3 minutes does not
have to be individually identified except the very first transmission and what is
affected by the 10-minute rule. This is exactly the same as the present
regulations.

The vast majority of single transmissions made using most other modes are also
less than 3 minutes. The exception to this are many AM operators do make a
single transmission of more than 3-minutes and slow speed CW operations also
often make single transmissions of more than 3-minutes. But, in general, the
vast majority of operations have single transmissions of less than 3-minutes. As
such, the proposed changes in identification procedures will have no effect at all
in those required by the vast majority of amateur radio operation. In fact, the
proposed changes will legalize what has become common practice in amateur
radio operation where contest and "DX" operations are concerned.



| am submitting this comment to clarify the intent and resulting changes in the
proposed identification requirements. Basically, the proposed changes will
simplify, not make harder, the identification procedure.

The "knee jerk" reaction of a number of amateur radio operators has been that
the proposed regulations will make identification much harder if the proposed
changes are made. However, the exact opposite is both the intent and the actual
happening if the proposed changes to 47 CFR Part 97 section 97.119(a)(1) are
made.
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