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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Telecommunications Relay Services
and Speech-to-Speech Services for
Individuals with Hearing and Speech
Disabilities

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CG Docket No. 03-123

PETITION FOR WAIVER

Sprint Nextel Corporation ("Sprint"), on behalf of the Telecommunications Relay

Service ("TRS") operations of its subsidiary, Sprint Communications Company L.P.,

hereby respectfully requests that the Commission extend the waiver of the emergency call

handling rule as set forth in 47 C.F.R. § 64.604(a)(4) for VRS providers. The current

waiver is set to expire on January 1, 2007. Sprint requests that the waiver be extended

until January 1, 2008 or upon the release of an order addressing this matter whichever is

shorter. There is "good cause" for continuing the waiver since "the particular facts"

involved in the provision ofVRS "make strict compliance" with emergency call handling

requirement for VRS providers "inconsistent with the public interest." Northeast

Cellular Telephone Co. v. FCC, 897 F.2d 1164, 1166 (D.C. Cir. 1990) citing WAIT Radio

v. FCC, 418 F.2d 1153, 1159 (D.C. Cir. 1969), cert. denied, 409 U.S. 1027 (1972).

In December, 2005 the Commission, on its own motion, issued an Order in this

Docket extending the then-existing emergency call handling rule waiver for VRS

providers until January 1,2007 because "of the continued technological challenges to
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determining the geogtaphic location of TRS calls originating via the Internet" as well as

the fact that the Commission has launched an rulemaking to examine the issue of

emergency call handling for IP-based TRS services. Order, 20 FCC Rcd 19327, 19328­

29 (CGB: December 5, 2005).1 Emergency call handling for IP-based TRS calls continue

to present unique challenges. In fact, the Commission is holding an E-9-1-1 Disability

Summit with interested parties on November 15, 2006 to discuss, inter alia, these

challenges and to explore potential solutions.2 This summit undoubtedly will inform the

any decision by the FCC in the ongoing emergency call handling rulemaking proceeding.

For these reasons, the Commission should extend the current waiver until January

1,2008.3

Respectfully submit't d,

I B. Fingerhut
Vo a B. McCann

01 Edmund Halley Drive
Reston, VA 20191
703-592-5112
michael.b.fingerhtlt@sprint.com

Its Attorneys

The Notice ofProposed Rulemaking was issued in this docket on November 30,
2005 and is reported at 20 FCC Rcd 19476.
2 See Public Notice DA 06-1908 released September 21, 2006.

The January 1, 2008 date will coincide with the expiration of the emergency call
handling waiver gtanted IP-relay providers. See Provision ofImproved
Telecommunications Relay Services and Speech-to-Speech Services for Individuals with
Hearing and Speech Disabilities, 18 FCC Rcd 4761 (2003).
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