
If the media ownership caps are lifted, competition, diversity and

localism will be greatly diminished. There is no

real "competition" among 2-3 big media companies in a small to mid-

sized market. There is certainly no diversity - and most

disturbing of all, there is a shrinking down of news sources. The

average citizen gets their news in the car during their drive to

and from work and at home in front of the TV (not from the

Internet, not even from newspapers). This means that they would be

getting their information about their towns, cities, schools,

health, politics, and the world from just a handful of sources.

This would leave the average citizen vulnerable to media bias

(left or right wing), vulnerable to select advertising, and

lacking in a diverse perspective on the world around us. This is

unacceptable, unfair and undemocratic. (The potential for children

to suffer these same vulnerabilities and worse is an obvious

danger).

In terms of localism - despite the current FCC ownership

limitations - the broadcast market that I live in is filled to the

brim with stations that are owned by the same companies -

exceeding the caps which are currently in place. Why is this? I

fear that one day we suffer the same fate as Minot, North Dakota,

where a train derailment resulted in a toxic spill of anhydrous

ammonia and because there were no human beings around at the

(local) conglomerate-owned broadcast stations, an hour and half

passed before any emergency alerts were broadcast. This example

shows the true danger posed by big media's stranglehold of the

airwaves.

Not only do I propose that the FCC maintain its current media

ownership limitations but I suggest that it do away with special

clauses like Joint Sales Agreements and special waivers that

pander to big media companies in such a way that it practically

ignores the existing legislation. Take Rupert Murdoch for example -

 he was only this fall allowed by the FCC to transfer ownership of

37 of his privately-owned television stations to the Fox

Entertainment Group without so much as a batting of an eyelash.

This is while the legislation under which the transfer took place

was itself up for review! In any other industry, this type of

action would be immediately branded suspicious. Lucky for him he

wasn't selling stocks.



It's time for the FCC to get out of bed with big media and re-

devote itself to its original purpose: to serve and protect the

public interest. I vote no to lifting the ban on cross-media

ownership, the local TV ownership rule, local radio ownership rule

and the dual network rule.

 


