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OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

H. Lee Dennison Building
100 Veterans Memoriot Highway
P.0O. Box 6100
Hauppauge, New York 11788-0099
(631) 8534000

Steve Levy Jeffrey W. Szabo
SUFFOLK COUNTY EXECUTIVE DEPUTY COUNTY EXECUTIVE & CHIEF OF STAFF

Qctober 26, 2006

Kevin Martin, Chairman

Federal Communications Commisston
445 12" Street SW
Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

[ am writing on behalf of constituents, Bob and Seena Krauss of 438 Chapman Boulevard in
Manorville, who have contacted my office to express their concerns with regard to recent FCC
decisions that affect television closed captioning. It would be greatly appreciated if your office
could review their concerns and respond.

Please keep Terry Maccairone, Director of my Community Relations Unit, apprised of any
action taken on behalf of this constituent.

Sincerely,

Seve Sl

Steve Levy
County Executive
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Subj: Fwd: Recent decision by FCC

Date: 9/22/2006 8:06:05 PM Eastem Daylight Time
From: PEOSK

To: ‘-:f-\:sHA; 48

Repeal the recent decision by FCC
DA 06-1802, CGB-CC-0005 & CGB-CC-0007
WE NEED OUR CLOSED CAPTIONING 1!

Forwarded Message:

Subj: Recent decision by FCC

Date: 9/1812006 5:01:12 AM Eastern Daylight Time

From:

To: v, Rrsen nDaa i Bies mo ighzsl Tovno Dl o
cC: solsle s, sE T A s BTN i,

September 18, 2008

My 11 yr.old daughter Anna went suddenly deaf 2 yrs ago in the middle of the night, no fever, no head trauma, to
date no apparent reason.

! stil) relive the horror everyday as | see her struggle with being deaf in a hearing world.

One of the simple pleasures she's leamed to use is Closed Captioning as she watches most of her favorite TV
shows. To read while watching TV. Not an easy task when trying to 'catch’ all the expressions of characters &
reading simultaneously. And stilt not ali programs are captioned & rarely the commercials for future programs or
products.

Even with captioning, she can't hear any musical accompaniment and vocal sublleties.

Even with captioning Anna is still left at a disadvantage when captioning omits or garbles words. But that's OK.
She's leamed to deal with human error.

itis a disgrace o allow the FCC {o give a way to eiminating captioning. Not only will present Deaf and Hard of
Hearing people suffer, but the future doesn’t lock too bright for peaple who will suffer from age related hearing
loss (it comes w/age), self -induced hearing loss (MP3 players, | Pods & cell phones linked to hearing loss)and of
course those inflicted with hereditary or iliness related hearing loss.

Foiks at the FGG must know a few people who are deaf or hearing impaired. Take a minute and ask them how
this decision will impact their lives.

This loophole created will no doubt be taken advantage of by everyone in the media industry. Millions of Deaf /
Hard of Hearing were looking forward to the enforcement of Closed Captioning with every new program starting
2006; that they would no longer be excluded.

There woutd be no further discrimination because they coulidn't hear.

| implore anyone addressed fo have the guts to make a stand, to remember that 'someone’ you know who's Deaf
ar Hard of Hearing,

that ‘someone’ you felt so badly for because they couldn't hear the chirping of birds or the buzzing of a bee, or
simple conversations;

Reverse this decision by our Federal Government. With this decision, the Deaf community will loose yet ancther
simple pleasure.

They won't be able to watch / read TV.

Seena Krauss

438 Chapman Blvd

Manorville, NY 11949 N
(631) 878-3708
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