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Leidner & Leidner, A.P.C. 
4622 Hollywood Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90027     

November 22, 2006   

Kevin J. Martin 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554  

Re: Reply Comments  
ET Docket No. 06-135 & RM-11271 

Dear Chairman Martin: 

Leidner & Leidner, A.P.C., strongly supports the Alfred Mann Foundation’s (“AMF”) request 
that the Commission adopt service rules and allocate up to 20 MHz of spectrum to accommodate 
new wireless wideband microstimulator devices on a secondary basis.    

Leidner & Leidner, A.P.C., is a law firm representing Social Security Disability and 
Supplemental Security Income claimants for benefits.   
In order to secure disability benefits for our clients, we must show that the client has a medically 
determinable condition that is expected to last for twelve months or result in death.  We also 
must show that the person is disabled not only from his/her prior occupation, but also from any 
significant number of jobs in the United States.  We represent people across the demographic 
spectrum, from farm workers to presidents of corporations.    

We have represented over the years a great number of productive and hard working people who 
suffer from the residuals of cerebral vascular accidents and head trauma of other sorts.  Brain 
trauma cuts across all occupations in terms of the debilitating effect on the ability to work.  For 
hand workers, it obviously affects the ability to manipulate, coordinate hands, hold objects 
securely, push, pull, etc.  For mental workers, it affects the ability to reason, remember, 
sequence, begin tasks and follow through with them, and maintin emotional stability.    

We also represent a large number of workers affected by pain.  The pain is usually the result of 
trauma, with back pain being far and away the largest portion of these cases.  This, of course, 
affects the ability to sit, stand, bend, lift, carry, rotate the trunk of the body and, very 
significantly, to concentrate on the task at hand as the pain interferes greatly with concentration.  
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The result of loss of work is a loss of self-esteem as well as loss of housing, marriages and all 
that makes life worth while.  In the larger picture, disabled people’s inability to work creates a 
financial drain on the Social Security Disability system.     
Although we do not expect the microstimulator device to be a magic bullet that will cure all ills, 
to the extent that it can alleviate the loss of use of limbs and the lessening of pain, it would be a 
boon to the entire society.  

The establishment of a frequency allocation is vital to the development of a new generation of 
wireless wideband medical devices designed to restore sensation and function to paralyzed limbs 
and organs.  These devices offer a safer, less invasive, and more effective treatment option than 
is available with existing equipment.  

The Commission’s rules currently do not provide any spectrum to permit operation of new 
wireless wideband microstimulator devices.  Although the Commission has allocated some 
spectrum for medical telemetry operations and for medical implant communications services, 
this spectrum is not suitable for wideband medical implant devices that require larger bandwidths 
to perform more complex functions.  Without adequate spectrum and service rules to support the 
operation of these innovative devices, millions of Americans will be deprived of a safe and 
effective medical treatment for their debilitating health conditions.  

The Commission’s notice of inquiry issued in the above-referenced proceeding is an important 
first step toward adopting the necessary rules to encourage deployment of the next generation of 
wireless wideband microstimulator devices.  On behalf of our many disabled clients, past and 
present, we strongly urge the Commission to continue its efforts in this area by expeditiously 
granting AMF’s request for commencement of a separate rulemaking.  

Sincerely,   

/s/ Joel D. Leidner   

 

Joel D. Leidner 
Leidner & Leidner, A.P.C.  

cc: Marlene H. Dortch 
FCC Secretary 


