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November 28, 2006 
 
BY ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 

Re: WC Dockets 05-271, 04-242;  CC Dockets 02-33, 01-337  – Ex 
Parte Presentation 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On  November 27, 2006, John Jones, Jeffrey Glover, and Nolan Moulle of 
CenturyTel, Inc., Matt Dosch of Comporium Group, Pat Morse of Fairpoint Communications, 
Kevin Hess of TDS Telecom, Josh Seideman of ITTA and I discussed the regulatory treatment of 
rate-of-return carriers providing wireline broadband transmission services with Michelle Carey 
of Chairman Martin’s office.  We discussed the competitive pressure faced by the midsize local 
exchange carriers in the wireline broadband market, and the costs and competitive limitations 
imposed when these carriers are subject to common carrier obligations, especially the federal 
universal service contribution requirement, under Title II of the Communications Act, when 
cable companies and price cap carriers offering wireline broadband transmission capability are 
not subject to the same requirements.  The carriers discussed the apparent inconsistencies, 
concerning deregulation and loop cost allocation, contained within the Commission’s August 5, 
2005 Report & Order (FCC 05-150) in the above-captioned dockets.  The attached, which was 
provided to Ms. Carey in the meeting, summarizes this discussion. 

 
Please direct any questions concerning this matter to me. 
 
    Very truly yours, 
 

 
/s/  
Karen Brinkmann 
Counsel to CenturyTel, Inc. 
 

Attachment 
 
cc:     Michelle Carey, Office of Chairman Martin 
 


